
We Welcome Children! 
We want children to 
know they are welcome 
in our church.  We offer 
children's worship bags 
with activities each week 
as well as a children's 
bulletin to help them 
with their worship              

experience. Please see the ushers for 
bags & bulletins. We also have a      
professionally-staffed nursery with a 
parent paging system available.  

8:15 & 10:45 a.m. — Worship 
 

9:30 a.m. — Education Hour; adult 
forum (The REACH); coffee in 
Grounds for Joy 
 

Bethlehem hosts the homeless  
shelter this week starting tonight. 
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LECTIONARY FOR 1/28/2018 

John 3: 1-21 RADIO BROADCAST 

Today’s broadcast is sponsored by 

the children of Irene Jasperson 

(Julie Paulsen, Kevin Jasperson, 

and Marni Hendrickson) in   

celebration of Irene’s 85th birthday on 

January 19.  If you would like to sponsor a 
radio broadcast in honor of/in memory of 
someone, there is a sign-up sheet on the 
counter outside of the church office. The 
8:15 a.m. service is broadcast on KTOE 
1420 AM or KTOE 102.7 FM every Sunday 
at 11:00 a.m.  

First Lutheran in Albert Lea 

Henrytown Lutheran in Canton 

Ascension Lutheran in Albert Lea 

Grace Lutheran in Fairmont 

Kinampanda Lutheran and 

Mazoezi Mughamo Lutheran in Tanzania 

Espiritu de Vida Lutheran in Colombia 

Eric Barnes 

Brenda Goetsch 

Jean Hoppe 

Clayton Wolf 

Donna Quick 

Dixie Ortley 

Audrey Simonson 

Jim Bristol 

Ruth Spore 

Aileen Eick 

Ruth Olver 

 

ECHO Food Shelf Emphasis:   

 During the month of January, 
we’ll be collecting pasta. 

 

Our Mission Project for January: 

Partners for Affordable Housing 
Scott proudly showed me his “new” winter 
jacket discovered in a dumpster behind a 
local apartment complex.  He chose to layer 
it over three other jackets found and worn 
to ward off the winter wind.  How long will 
it be before Scott finds a home? 
 

Janelle’s backpack, purse, and pockets are 
filled with treasures hoarded by her, yet 
deemed useless by the rest of us.  Bits of 
paper, yarns, empty plastic containers, and 
various items of no value are closely 
guarded and not to be destroyed.  Eccentric, 
to be sure, but nonetheless deserving of a 
safe and simple home. 
 

Warren’s mother used to chase him with a 
butcher knife, the memory of which still 
haunts him today.  In time, he would learn 
to trust his case manager as the two worked 
to find him a tiny place of his own. 
 

Lori was beaten so badly that the police 
officer cried when he saw her.  A temporary 
respite in the form of a safe shelter along 
with a new identity, months of counseling, 
job skills training, and viable employment 
blended with a network of people who 
genuinely cared about her were the critical 
components that Lori needed to rebuild her 
shattered life. 
 

These are the many faces of homelessness.  
The Global Missions Board hopes you will 
choose to support the work of Partners for 
Affordable Housing as they reach out to 
our neighbors in need and help them rebuild 
their shattered lives. 

Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church  

   Week of January 14, 2018 

Offered for the Lord’s Work: $8,818.00 
 

January Mission Project:   
Partners for Affordable Housing: $180.00 

 

Worship attendance  
Sunday, 1/14/18:  

8:15 a.m. — 90    10:45 a.m. — 97 
 

Wednesday, 1/17, 6 p.m.:  77    

(Prayer request forms are in the pews and the office.  
Please place the completed form in the offering plate 

or in the Prayer Requests box in the narthex.)   
 

 Included in our prayers each week are several 
“sister” congregations of our SE Minnesota 
Synod of  the ELCA.  The Synod encourages 
congregations to pray for one another. This 
week, we pray for: 

The women’s circles 

will meet together for 
Bible study from the 
“Gather” magazine in 
February and March. 

The meetings will be at 9:30 a.m. in 
Grounds for Joy. 
 

Meeting dates are  

February 21 and March 21. 
 

If you aren’t in a circle,  
please feel free to attend!   

Adult Forum — TODAY 
 9:30 a.m. — Heritage Room 

The REACH 
 

Recent Facts About The REACH 
 

In December, 2017, The REACH     
was visited by 25 new young people 

experiencing homelessness.  A total of 
95 youth and young adults accessed  

the drop-in center, with a total of 253 
visits!  Come to the adult forum today, 
January 21, to learn how these people 

are being served. 

Would you recycle a greasy pizza box? 
Meat scraps?  Dog hair?  Come to the 
Adult Forum next Sunday, January 
28, to learn about Zero Waste.         
Jane Dow and Betty Winkworth will 
share details of recycling organic 
waste, which will be processed into rich 
compost for our gardens and reduce 
organics in our landfills.  Jane and    
Betty have been educating the public 
for years about different ways to      
recycle our garbage.  Learn from the 
experts! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

In case of inclement 

weather on Sunday 

mornings, listen to 

KTOE 1420 AM/

KTOE 102.7 FM             

for cancellation 

announcements of 

worship and church activities.  In case 

of inclement weather on Wednesdays, 

our evening events will follow the 

cancellation decision of the Mankato 

Public Schools. We will also post We will also post We will also post We will also post 

these on the BLC Facebook page and these on the BLC Facebook page and these on the BLC Facebook page and these on the BLC Facebook page and 

on our Twitter page.on our Twitter page.on our Twitter page.on our Twitter page.            

 Anniversary  

Historical Book  

Available 

A special 35-page      
anniversary  history of 
Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church is available to 
members interested in 

learning more about and celebrating 
our 150 years as a congregation.   
Spearheaded by anniversary committee 
member Bryce Stenzel and volunteer 
Martha Lindberg, vital information and        
pictures from our past and present were 
gathered and organized to tell our    
story.  For a suggested donation of $5 
to help defray the publication costs, 
members may obtain a book in the 
church office.  

 Adult Forum 

Schedule  
9:30 a.m. in the  

Heritage Room 
 

January 21 — The REACH 
 

January 28 — Zero Waste (about       
recycling household/business organics) 
with Jane Dow & Betty Winkworth 
 

February 4 — The Opioid Crisis 
 

February 11 — Connections Overnight 
Shelter 

Council minutes are 
available on the church 
website and also in a       
3-ring binder in the     
office.   

With the colder weather 
now, we are in need of 
drivers to deliver meals to 
our seniors and     disabled  
people. They love the 

friendly faces, and  sometimes this is 
their only contact with people. Hours are     
Monday through Friday from 10:30-
11:30 a.m.  Please call 625-8970 and ask 
for Shawn. If she doesn’t answer, leave a 
message and she will get back to you.   

Salvation Army Dinner  

on January 14 

 
Last Sunday, Bethlehem 
shared a meal with      
our neighbors at the   

Salvation Army, which is a few 
blocks from our church.  We served 
lasagna and macaroni & cheese to 95 
guests and 11 remaining volunteers on 
a very cold and snowy day.              
We appreciate the fresh fruits and 
vegetables, French bread, and cookies 
shared by the ECHO Food Shelf. 
 
Thank you to the following for        
generously donating money, milk, and 
time to this local mission and for    
living out their faith in community 
service:  Chuck/Kathy Piehl; Wayne/
Gail Date; Gert DeRemer; Audrey 
Gatchell; Steve/Lynette Freyberg; 
Roger/Deb Pipes; Sandra & Rose 
Abild; Clay Morris; Alice Kollos; 
Mary Hall; Jay Backstrom; Roger/
Joyce Kamrath; Randy/Rachel Wood; 
Tom/Susan Weinberger; Bob/Marsha 
Qualset; and Bob/Susan Brown (Team 
1 leaders).  
 
Contact Bethlehem coordinator      
Marsha Qualset (388-4970) for more 
information and to offer your help. 

RENEW!  2018 – February 24 

BLC members are invited to attend the     
annual SE MN Synod RENEW gathering on 
Saturday, February 24 at Trinity Lutheran 
in Owatonna from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Worship, 
keynote address, and 5 breakout sessions will 
focus on the theme “The Dance of Radical 
Hospitality” designed to welcome our global 
brothers & sisters to our congregation & 
community. RENEW information/
registration available at: semnsynod.org/
renew/.  February 14 registration deadline. 
$15 cost (including lunch) will be covered by 
Bethlehem.  See Bob Ihrig with questions. 
 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY — May 4-5 

The 2018 SE MN Synod Assembly will be 
held on Friday/Saturday, May 4-5, at the 
Mankato Verizon Center. The theme is 
“Accompanying Global Partners” with    
welcome of leaders from Colombia,         
Tanzania, and South Sudan. BLC            
volunteers are needed to assist with Friday 
registration.  Contact Bob Ihrig if interested. 
Members may also attend as observers.      
Assembly information is available at the   
synod website:  
semnsynod.org/assembly2018/. 

Final 2017 Disbursements  

from the Bethlehem Lutheran  

Endowment Fund:  
 

$400 — ECHO  
 

$400 — House of Hope  
 

$400 — VINE   
 

$300 — Connections Ministry  
 

$300 — LEEP  
 

$1200 — One-year scholarship for 
nursing student (Arusha Lutheran 
Medical Center in Tanzania)   
 
Endowment Board members are Susan 
Brown, Jim Erdman, Bob Qualset, 
Audrey Gatchell, Barbara Girtz, plus 
Carrol Meyers-Dobler (Council       
liaison), and Pastor Jay Dahlvang.  


