
 

 

A Christmas Story 

I met Chloe Elmgren shortly before Christmas in 2009, walking between the snow mounds 
piled by her caretaker and letting myself into her house.  Her home was cluttered with books 
and antiques and her family, ten cats darting in and out of the living room. Chloe was raised 
in the depression on a wheat farm in the corner of North Dakota bordered by Montana and         
Saskatchewan.  An only child, her parents gave her a church education, sending her to           

Concordia-Moorhead — she went on to earn both an MBA and a PhD.   

Chloe was born without inhibition, a trait that enabled her to be a pioneer for women in her    
profession.  Her first job was working with the sisters of Mt. Mercy College in Cedar Rapids, 

where the nuns loved her as she started and built their Business Administration program.  Chloe told the Mother Superior, “If you 
don’t try to make me a Catholic, I won’t try to make you a Lutheran.”  She came to MSU as a marketing professor, one of few   
women in her department.   An article in the alumni magazine described her teaching style as demanding and tough — she expected 

perfection from her students, and one imagines she went through plenty of red pens in her career.  

By the time I met her, age had eroded her sharp edges.  She had become a toothless tiger, though the old Chloe showed up            

now and then.   

When I returned to see her at the beginning of Lent, longer days and higher sun melting snow and warming earth, Tom, her 
groundskeeper and errand runner, told her she needed to get some more assistance as he was about to get busy with spring demands 
on his schedule and wouldn’t have time to be responsible for her well being.  Tom said, “Without help, it’s going to be hard for you; 
you don’t want to end up in a nursing home, do you?”  And Chloe glared at him and growled, “Hell no!”  And she turned to me and 

said, “I’m feisty.” 

Despite her feistiness, or maybe because of it, she ended up falling.  She went to Pathstone, as it was told to her that she needed to 
get stronger before she could go home.  Chloe was assigned a room in the memory care unit, and each time I would bring her Christ 

in bread and wine, she would tell me she was going home at the end of the week because her kitties — her family — needed her.  

Around Thanksgiving that year, as snow covered the fallen leaves like a shroud, Chloe landed in the hospital.  Her breathing was 

labored and her eyes clouded, she had one foot in this world, and one in the life to come.   

We blessed her:  “Chloe, child of God, go forth in the name of the God the Father who created you, in the name of Jesus Christ, Son 
of the Living God who redeemed you, in the name of the Holy Spirit poured out upon you.”  Then she asked for communion, like 
she always did.  She wanted Christ in bread and wine — the same flesh and blood birthed by Mary, nestled in a manger, feared by 

kings, lauded by shepherds, the same Christ we worship at Christmas.  She wanted Christ, and his forgiveness, life, and salvation.           

Chloe was more stubborn than death, and at Christmas, several of our choir members drove in the cold to the nursing home, and the 
night nurse buzzed us into the locked memory unit.  Our choir filled her small room and took out our music and proclaimed Christ 
to Chloe in the words of the great Christmas hymns.  As we sang “Oh come, all ye faithful,” tears began falling like snow from the 
night sky.  Chloe said her mom was a singer — the mom who raised her, her mom who stayed with her after her father died at 55 in 
a farm accident, her mom who was her last family, who has gone ahead of her singing around the heavenly throne.   The choir asked 
Chloe what her favorite song is — and she said, “Silent Night.”  So we sang the gospel that is for her, for you, for all —               

sleep, in heavenly peace.  Sleep, in heavenly peace.  ~ Pr. Jay 

The Bethlehem STAR    December 2018 

Mr. Stephen Chima and Mr. Baraka Kingu — oh, what a delight to have them with us!  Perhaps you saw 
them in worship.  Perhaps you have seen them around town.  I hope you are taking the wonderful            
opportunity to welcome them!  We have been praying for them for years.  Not many people can visit them in 
Tanzania, so don’t miss the chance to get to know them a bit while they’re here!    
 
What is coming up?  They will be joining in in Bible studies and visiting quilting and Wednesday evening 
suppers.  They will be with our youth. A special Adult Forum on December 2 will feature them.  Most of 
the third week they are here, we will be sharing them with others in the synod.  And then on the last Sunday they are here, 
we will be having a congregational potluck after the second service. Look for more info on that as the time gets closer.  
 
I have been chairing the planning of this adventure.  However, I certainly haven’t been doing it alone.  I am moved by so very 
many people who have volunteered to plan, house, feed, transport, and brainstorm.  It has been totally amazing.  The list is 
too long to name.  Thank you, one and all!  On a more personal note, I’m deeply grateful to be a part of a congregation that 

doesn’t just focus on itself, but reaches out in so many ways, just like Jesus does!  What a privilege to be a part of this     
incredible ministry on the other side of the ocean. But also, I am just as grateful for how we reach out in our own community 
as well.  Bethlehem is such a gift in so many ways.  God bless you all!  

— Rebecca Sullivan for the Community and Global Missions Board   



 

 

A Note from the  
Endowment Board 

The Endowment Board 
accepts requests for 
funds for specific 
Christian purposes.  
Some examples of 
these from the past 

include LSS for Senior Nutrition Program, LEEP, 
Iambi Secondary School to dig a new well, House of 
Hope,  ECHO,  VINE,  Connections Ministry,  Bible 
School scholarships, and nursing scholarships for 
Arusha Medical Center.  If you are aware of special 
ministries in Christian education or specific       
projects consistent with the ecumenical work of the 
whole Christian Church and want to apply, there 
are forms on the counter outside the office.  Funds 
are awarded based on available endowment      
earnings and specific needs in communities.        
The next Endowment meeting where these could 
be considered is December 10, and they should 
be placed in the Endowment box in the office.         
If you have questions, please contact Susan Brown 
(387-2976). 

Here are the “highlights” of the Bethlehem Council meeting held on November 

20. Meeting minutes are posted on the BLC website, www.blcmankato.org, and 
are also available in a church office notebook. Visit with Council members with 

your questions and concerns!  We welcome questions & feedback! 

Tanzanian Guests Welcomed: Stephen Chima & Baraka Kingu from the Iambi 
Secondary School in Tanzania were welcomed to Bethlehem as they start their 
month-long visit with us. 
2018 Budget: As of October 31, a deficit in the General Fund balance of               
-$5,432.92 exists. This compares with the corrected September 30 deficit of          
-$2,411.98. Current member giving is at 94% of annual pledges representing        
-$27,000 behind budgeted income. 
Mortgage Payments: Charge made to Finance Committee to provide             
comprehensive financial report on current and future mortgage pledges and    
payments with goal of developing plan to ensure adequate mortgage funding. 
Congregational Meetings: Review of discussion held at November 18 semi-
annual meeting held.  Plans developed for January 6 special meeting to focus on 
sharing information about Connections Ministry. 
Stewardship: 175 pledge cards have been received thus far, down by 53        
compared to last year. However, total pledged dollars are $29,000 more than last 
year. The Stewardship Board is following up pledge non-responses with personal 
phone calls to meet goal of increasing the number of pledging members by 15%. 
REACH Lease: Renewal of current lease (expires 12/31/18) completed for next 
2 years with 5% increase in monthly rental payment.  
Lay Care Ministry Strategic Goal: Record of pastoral and lay care visits to 
BLC members who are home-bound and in senior facilities and hospitals        
reviewed. Pastors committed to visits upon requests and identified needs. BLC 
members willing to organize leadership committee to coordinate ministry should 
contact Pastor Jay. This is the priority for this goal. 
BLC Harassment Policy Review: Policy reviewed as follow-up to harassment 
training held in September for staff and leadership. Goal is to ensure that       
members of Council, boards, and committees are familiar with existing policy 
and how to address possible future concerns. 
FFF Director Sabbatical Leave Policy: Personnel Committee presented       
proposed sabbatical leave policy for consideration by Council.  To be discussed 
at future meetings. 
Personnel Hiring Procedures: Personnel Committee developing details for 
future hiring procedures of BLC staff positions to ensure consistency and full 
understanding.  
Family Faith Formation Ministry: Proposed new staff positions for Children’s 
Coordinator, Youth Coordinator, and VBS Coordinator discussed. Will be shared 
with Children’s and Youth boards and FFF parents to determine most appropriate 
future course of action for FFF staffing.  
2017 Financial Review: Finance Committee to complete responses to identified 
issues. 
Welcome Center: Evangelism Board shared plans to create a Welcome Center in 
the narthex to provide an enhanced welcoming presence to BLC visitors.  

Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, December 18. 

Council Corner 

The 98th Bazaar is now history! 

Many thanks to all the hard-working people who 
made our bazaar a success!  Our new menu was a 
winner, and Julie Erdman and Tim Heiser made it 
happen! We will again be able to distribute 
$10,000.00 this year — you made it happen! 

 

Distribution of Bazaar Funds 

On Monday, December 3, at 10 a.m., we will   
distribute the funds from our Bazaar in Grounds 
for Joy.  All interested people are invited. 

Just a friendly reminder that all 

2018 contributions (general fund 

and Blessings & Beyond) must 

be in the church office by 

Monday, December 31, at     

5 p.m. or postmarked by   

December 31.  Any questions, 

including the status of your pledges, should be         

directed to Elizabeth in the church office.   

Fellowship News 

Wednesday Night Suppers are served from 4:45-6 p.m.  
We welcome anyone who wishes to dine with us.  There is              

no charge for the meals, but a free-will offering will be  accepted.    
 

Upcoming Menus 
December 5 — Turkey hot dish 

 

December 12 — Beef commercials 
 

December 19 — Chicken kiev 
 

December 26 — NO SUPPER 



 

 

What a joy it is to tell the story of God becoming one of us — a human!  This month, we will be telling and retelling 

this story through all of our programming.  Join us as we celebrate this miraculous story of Jesus’ birth. 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

LIGHT & NightLIGHT Christmas Programs:  December 16 & December 19 

Christmas program prac�ces are in full swing!  This year, we will share the same children’s  program 

on both Sunday, December 16 at 10:45 a.m. and Wednesday, December 19 at 6 p.m.  Plan to join us 

for rehearsal and our Happy Birthday Jesus Party on Saturday, December 15 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
 

Epiphany Carnival:  Sunday, January 13 (9:30-10:30 a.m.) 

Parents and kids are invited to come to LIGHT together for a carnival celebra�ng Jesus as the LIGHT 

of the world!  We will play with light in its many forms and carry Jesus’ light home with us. 
 

                             YOUTH MINISTRY 

Christmas Nerf Wars:  Friday, December 7 (7-10 p.m.) 

Bring your Santa hat or ugly sweater along with your nerf gun as we play a friendly game of Nerf Wars with other      

youth from Christ the King and Epiphany Lutheran churches.  Snacks and prizes will be provided! 
 

Christmas Caroling:  Wednesday, December 19 (6-8 p.m.) 
We will be visi�ng area care centers and assisted facili�es during our last class �me.         

Bring your fes�ve gear and imperfect singing voice!  Though Confirma�on youth are          

expected to come, this event is open to anyone wan�ng to spread Christmas cheer. 
 

                                        Denver Mission Trip 
The deadline to register for the mission trip was November 28. But if you’re interested in joining,                                

check with Anna (annawencl@hickorytech.net) to see if extra spaces are available!   

A $100 non-refundable deposit is needed to hold your spot. 
 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S BREAK 

There will be no children’s or youth programming December 20-January 5.  

Join us for LIGHT on January 6, and NightLIGHT, Catechism Club, Confirma�on, & Youth Group on January 9. 
 

PHOTO HIGHLIGHT: 

Following the words of Micah 6:8, our LIGHT kindergarten class                    

made sure the Blessings Box was filled.  
 

FOR MORE INFO: 

Visit our website to sign up and pay for events, register for text updates, 

and download our fall program guide: blcmankato.org/children             

& blcmankato.org/youth. 

Family Faith Formation Ministry 

Anna Wencl, Family Faith Formation Ministry Director  ~  annawencl@hickorytech.net 

The Perfect Gift… Antoine de Saint-Exupéry said, “Love does not consist in 
gazing at each other, but in looking outward together in the same direction.”   
At Christmas, we celebrate God coming to earth to look outward with us in the 
same direction, from our perspective and experience.  Jesus was an ordinary 
person: He learned to talk and walk like any toddler, learned a trade from his 
father and acquired the habits of faith from his family. In adulthood, Jesus  
experienced life as we all do:  the challenge of hard work, grief at a loved 
one’s death, heartache over oppression and the world’s great needs — but also 
joy in celebration, fellowship with neighbors and deep friendship.  God per-
sonally knows our every experience, emotion and need — because Jesus, 
while fully divine, lived as a full human being. He has gazed at the world, life 

and even death from our direction, giving us the perfect Christmas gift:  love.  



 

 

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid,  

for the Lord God is my strength and my might; He has become my salvation.  ~  Isaiah 12:2 

 

 

 

This prophecy was fulfilled in Jesus.  Jesus is our salvation.  Because Jesus is our salvation, we can celebrate 
Christmas.  God became a human baby.  He was tempted like we are.  Yet, he did not sin.  He was potty-trained as a 
child, as all of us were.  He died, as all of us will.  He died a painful death on the cross.  He rose again to guarantee 
us a glorious future.  In an imperfect world, many things happen that are not in God’s will.  Who knows how many 
things the risen Christ has prevented from happening to us?  “He has become my salvation.” 

 

During the Christmas season, sometimes we are lonely, and life can be hectic.  I have two suggestions.  Leave time 
to pray.  The risen Christ is with us in times of loneliness, and in times of hecticness.  If we are too busy to pray, say 
“Jesus, help me.”  Take time to pray.  Second, take time to worship.  When we worship, our faith in the risen Christ 
is strengthened.  When we worship, we realize that the risen Christ is with us in all circumstances.  We can’t escape 

his presence.  The Lord has become my salvation.   

Of Christmas and Dinosaurs 
“Why are we talking about something that happened two thousand years ago?  Is that, like, before dinosaurs?”        
At the first Christmas program practice, one of Bethlehem’s kids stopped me in my tracks with these questions.        
I tried to explain that dinosaurs were way before Jesus, and to connect Easter to Christmas and remind the kids that 
Jesus is still alive, but I’m not sure they bought it.  Every explanation raised more questions, and pretty soon I was 
trying to explain to preschoolers that Jesus and God are actually the same person, but also not.  All when we were 
supposed to be learning the words to “Away in a Manger” and deciding whether we wanted speaking parts or silent 
ones! 

 

But through the week after, that child’s questions stuck with me.  It is hard for kids to imagine that something that happened so 
long ago, in a place that feels so far away from our experience, could have any relevance today.  Ollie and I have been reading his 
new third grade Bible together, and after nearly every story, he says something like, “That’s a really great story, Mom, but it’s not 
really true, right?”.  And if we’re being honest, it’s not just kids who struggle to figure out what the stories of the Old and New             
Testaments have to do with our lives today.  Adults, too, search for connections between the world of the Bible and our world, 
sometimes with much success. 
 

I think God understood this struggle, though, and it’s why Jesus became incarnate, taking on flesh and blood like our own. Through 
Jesus, God is telling us that we can see the divine in the bodies around us, that God actually prefers to live among us, that the   
earthly is just as holy as the heavens.  Through Jesus, who lived and died like we do, but who also rose again after death, God tells 
us that the past reality of God in our midst is the present and future too.  God is not long ago and far away, but as close to us as our 
nearest neighbor.  And really, God is closer than that, for God the Holy Spirit has made a home inside each of us. 
 

So, if I had it to do again, I say this to that beloved child’s question:  Even though it happened thousands of years ago, the coming 
of God to earth, we’re still talking about it because God is still here, right here among us.  God is in you, and God is in me, God is 
everywhere that God’s people are.  Jesus was the beginning of that story, and we don’t yet know the ending. 
 

Merry Christmas,  Pr. Collette 

From Pastor Collette Broady Grund, Associate Pastor 

Pastor Don’s Devotion 

 

Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989-1996.                               

He was diagnosed with ALS/Lou Gehrig's disease in 1995 and continues to be             

an inspiration of life and faith to our congregation. 



 

 

Alfredo Apolinar 

Jay Backstrom 

Raymond & Jolene Beckel 

Denny & Shirley Ferris 

Werner Fick 

Al & Barbara Girtz 

Alex & Jenny Goff 

Jamie Goulson 

Tim & Amy Heiser 

Scott & Mary Jo Hoiberg 

Sunshine Kelley 

Jack & Harriet Kent 

Todd & Maria King 

David & Sarah Morgan 

James & Laura Phillips 

Chuck & Kathy Piehl 

Deb & Roger Pipes 

Cara Ringgenberg 

Tanya Ringgenberg 

Janet Rossow 

Roger & Dee Saman 

Jane Sletta 

Andrew & Katie Stapelman 

Looking for the perfect alternate 
gift?  Our December Mission Project 
is God’s Global Barnyard.  Giving 
the gift of a goat, pig, bees, or cow as 

a gift in honor of or in memory of a loved one has the ability to       
provide a needy family with food, funds, and fertilizer, breaking 
the cycle of hunger and poverty.  For us, an animal is often a 
pet.  For our sisters and brothers in Africa, it may be the        
difference between life and death.   
 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior, we are  
thankful for the blessings and gifts we receive, all because our 
Heavenly Father gave us the gift of His Son.  By our generosity 
to others, we express that thanks in action.  We can do this 

through ELCA Good Gifts/Global Barnyard, which is 
a project of ELCA World  Hunger.  93% of your gift 
goes to direct aid. Order forms will be in the bulletins 
throughout the month of December.  Catalogs 
and  acknowledgment gift cards will be at the mission 
display table.   Checks can be made out to Bethlehem         
Lutheran Church, noting the monthly mission project 
(Global Barnyard) on the memo line.  Thank you for 
your continued support of a mission that changes the 

lives of those helped by your generous gifts.   

~ Your Community and Global Missions Board 

  

The Board of Directors for the     
Connections Shelter invites YOU to: 
   

A Pizza Ranch Fundraiser 
Monday, December 3 

5-8:30 p.m. 
 

The Connections Shelter Board of Directors invites 
you to kick off your holiday shopping with               
an extravagant buffet of pizza, fried chicken, and      
all the fixings (including dessert!) on Monday,       
December 3, from 5-8:30 p.m. at the Pizza Ranch 
on Madison Avenue.  Connections Shelter           
volunteers will be waiting tables that night while    
visiting with guests about this important ministry.       
All tip proceeds will support the shelter operations 
this winter.   

See you at The Pizza Ranch! 

December Serving Group    
 

Chair:  Janelle Spelbrink (363-4628)   

Co-Chair:  Mary Bliesmer (625-9416) 

December Monthly Mission Project:  December Monthly Mission Project:  December Monthly Mission Project:  December Monthly Mission Project:      

God’s Global BarnyardGod’s Global BarnyardGod’s Global BarnyardGod’s Global Barnyard    

The general fund balance continues to be  
negative – ($2,412) at the end of September 
and ($5,433) at the end of October.  While this 
is not a large deficit, the hope is to end the 
year well.  Member giving was at 94% year-to-

date at the end of October (receipts of 
$399,636 vs. a budget of $426,693).  That is a 
difference of $27,057.  Expenses are within 
budget.  Any questions regarding giving and 
pledges should be addressed to Elizabeth in 
the church office or by e-mail at 
elizruiz@hickorytech.net. Please be sure to 
have all 2018 contributions in the church 
office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, December 
31, or postmarked by the 31

st
.  Thank you. 

Financial Report 



 

 

12/2 8:15 Kathy 
Piehl 

4 Brad  
Groth 

Betty 
Groth 

Shirley 
Ruby 

Denny & Shirley 
Ferris 

 
Bob Singelstad & 
Carl Schoenstedt 

 
Gary & Amanda 

Pipes 
12/2 10:45 Anna 

Wencl 
5 Betty  

Sanger 
Tom  

Sanger 
Karla 

Van Lith 
Justine Pasker & 
Jocelyn Raabolle 

12/9 8:15 Karen 
Sandersfeld 

6 Kathryn 
Hanson 

Shirley 
Ruby 

Frank 
Larsen 

Don & Ardis 
Grotta 

 
Sally Burdick & 

Bonnie Torgerson 

 
Brad & Betty 

Groth 
12/9 10:45 Karla  

Van Lith 
7 Gary 

Pipes 
Cynthia 

Zacharias 
Tammy 

Dahlvang 

Cynthia Zacharias 
& Cathy Young 

12/16 8:15 Bryce 
Stenzel 

8 Gordy 
Larson 

Holly 
Meyer 

Chuck 
Piehl 

Jeremy Carter & 
Julie Drewitz 

 
Brad & Betty 

Groth 

 
Sue Thul &  

Brad Widness 
12/16 10:45 Evan 

MacLean 
2 Karla 

Van Lith 
Wally 
Boyer 

Brenda 
Boyer 

Jim & Marcia 
Nagel 

12/23 9:45 Susan 
Weinberger 

3 Mary Jo 
Hoiberg 

Jane 
Sletta 

 Lynor Blom & 
Kari Csizmadia 

Sandy Abild & 
Mary Jo Hoiberg 

Tim & Amy 
Heiser 

12/24 4 p.m. Brad 
Widness 

5 

(not 

4) 

Dennis & 
Karen 

Sandersfeld 

Eric Forcier 
& Kelli 
Woelfel 

Sue Thul & 
Susan 

Weinberger 

Bob & Ginger 
Erlandson 

Lisa Kohn &  
Bonnie Torgerson 

 

12/24 6 p.m. Casey 
Rose 

6 Sandy 
Kuper 

Etta Poole Lance & 
Donna  
Quick 

Jim & Gail 
Christensen 

Tom & Betty 
Sanger 

 

12/25 9:45 

12/30 9:45 Bob 
Ihrig 

7 Gary 
Pipes 

Tim 
Peterson 

Lorlee 
Peterson 

Wayne & Gail 
Date 

Eunice & Florence 
Sassenberg 

Brad & Shannon 
Butler 

NEED VOLUNTEERS!!!  (no coffee servers needed) 

Date   Time      Reader    Usher        Communion Assistants                 Greeters          Comm.  Set-up          Coffee 

December 2        8:15 a.m. Gary Pipes 

                 10:45 a.m.  Tim Heiser 

December 9         8:15 a.m.      Brad Butler 

                             10:45 a.m. Brad Butler 

December 16       8:15 a.m. Gary Pipes   

     10:45 a.m. John Wingert 

December 23    9:45 a.m. Brad Butler 

December 24    4:00 p.m. Need volunteer! 

      6:00 p.m. Need volunteer! 

December 25     9:45 a.m. Need volunteer! 

December 30     9:45 a.m. John Wingert 

FAIR TRADE MERRY CHRISTMAS!   

Thinking of a hostess gift or stocking stuffer for the Holidays?  Try a Fair Trade 
product!  Bethlehem's Fair Trade cart will be in the narthex for holiday sales most 
Sundays in December and some Wednesday nights.  Choose from a large variety of 
soups and chili (Women's Bean Project), Advent calendars, chocolate bars, coffee, 

tea, and gift baskets!  It’s another way your gift gives to others.   

Cocoa information to think about!  Most of the world’s cocoa comes from African 
countries, particularly Côte d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast), where child labor and slave labor 
are widespread.  By buying Fair Trade cocoa and chocolate, conscientious consumers 
can be sure their money doesn’t support these abuses of human rights. Fair Trade 
cocoa comes from many countries, including Bolivia, Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, Haiti, 
Honduras, India, Nicaragua, Peru, and Sri Lanka. It’s used in a variety of products, 
both organic and conventional, including chocolate bars, hot chocolate mix, and ice 
cream.  We at Bethlehem choose to use chocolate from Divine Chocolate and  Equal 

Exchange.  Look on the label for a Fair Trade logo when shopping.  

Some companies use some or all Fair Trade cocoa in their products. Ben &            
Jerry’s uses Fair Trade ingredients in all its ice cream flavors.  Cadbury uses 
Fairtrade International cocoa in its Dairy Milk Chocolate products. Chocolove is a 
chocolate company that sources all its chocolate sustainably and makes three bars 
that are both Fair Trade and organic.  Divine Chocolate is co-owned by Kuapa      
Kokoo, a Fair Trade International collective of cocoa farmers. Endangered Species 
Chocolate is the first company to produce chocolate in the United States from Fair 
Trade cocoa.  Green & Black’s is a 100% organic chocolate company that produced 
the first Fair Trade International certified chocolate bar in Britain.  Theo Chocolate is 
a Fair for Life company that produces organic Fair Trade chocolate in its Seattle   
factory.  SWEET EATING!  New members for our committee are always wanted and 

needed.  Merry Christmas and Happy Blessed New Year! 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTS    

SOUND  TECHNICIANSSOUND  TECHNICIANSSOUND  TECHNICIANSSOUND  TECHNICIANS    



 

 

    

SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY    MONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAY    TUETUETUETUESDAYSDAYSDAYSDAY    WEDWEDWEDWEDNESDAYNESDAYNESDAYNESDAY    THUTHUTHUTHURSDAYRSDAYRSDAYRSDAY    FRIFRIFRIFRIDAYDAYDAYDAY    SATSATSATSATURDAYURDAYURDAYURDAY    

         1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

    10:30 am-Community 
& Global Missions  
 

Office closes at noon 

 

5:30 pm-BLC Men’s 
Group 

4-8 pm-groom’s dinner 
in HR 

7-10 pm-Nerf Wars 

     Office closes at noon 

       
10:30-Book of Faith 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 
6 pm-children’s program 

6-8 pm-Christmas caroling 

7 am-Bible Study 

8:30 am-Quilters 
7 pm-Council; Nurses’ 
Support Panel 

 

 

5:45 pm- 

Endowment Bd. 
in the library 

 

 

6:30-Lincoln 

Park Assn. 
Connections 

shelter here 

thru Dec. 24 

 

6:30 pm- 

Life in the Spirit 

  
8:15 & 10:45-Worship 

9:30 am-Education  
Hour; coffee in GFJ 
 

8:15-Choir program 

9:30 am-Education Hr.  
10:45-Children’s program 

Noon — potluck for  
Tanzania visitors 

 

       7 am-Bible Study 

10 am-PUSH in GFJ 
10:15 am-Comm. at 
Pathstone 
1 pm-Library Comm. 
7 pm-Personnel 

 

9:15 am-Sarah Circle 
10:30 am-Bk of Faith 

1 pm-staff meeting 

Wed. Evening  

Activities  

(see below) 

        
9 a.m.-Coffee in GFJ 

9:45-Worship 

  4:45-6:00   Supper served in the dining room 

  5:00-7:45   Child care available in the nursery 

  5:15-6:00   Junior Gospbells rehearsal 
  5:30-6:30   Voices in Praise (VIP) Choir rehearsal 

  6:00-6:45   Worship service in the sanctuary 

  6:30-7:30   Bethlehem Gospbells rehearsal 

  6:45-7:45   Confirmation; NightLIGHT; Catechism  
                     Club; High School Youth Group  

 First Sunday  
of Advent 

8:15 & 10:45-Worship 

9:30 am-Education 
Hour; coffee in GFJ 

 

4 & 6 pm— 

Christmas Eve 

worship 

 

Office closes at noon 

Office closes at noon 

10:30 am-Bk of Faith 

1 pm-Staff meeting 

3:30-Women’s bk. group  
4 pm-Finance Comm. 
Wed. Eve. Activities 

9 am-decorate sanctuary 

 

10 am-1 pm-Sons of 
Norway in the dining rm. 

Adult	Forums	—	9:30-10:30	a.m.	in	the	Heritage	Room	
December	 2	 —	 Iambi	 Secondary	 School,	 with	 Headmaster					

Steven	 Chima	 &	 teacher	Baraka	 Allen	 Kingu;	 	December	9	—	

American	 Red	 Cross,	 with	 Leah	 Pockrandt,	 Director	 of	 the	

American	Red	Cross	in	southwest	Minnesota;		December	16	—	

Christmas	 Hymn	 Sing	 with	 Pastor	 Jay	 and	 Christine	 Schulz;				

December	23	and	30	—	NO	FORUMS	(one	service	at	9:45)	

OFFICE CLOSED 

No Wednesday 

evening activities 

9 am-Deborah Circle at 101 
Main 

9:30 am-dress rehearsal for 
children’s Christmas programs 
on 12/16 & 12/19 

9:45 a.m. 

 

10 am-Bazaar 
distribution mtg. 
6:30 pm-RIC 
Task Force mtg. 

    7 am-Bible Study 

    8:30 am-Quilters 
9 am-school kits 
1 pm-comm.-Old Main 

2 pm-Stewardship 

5:15 pm-Evangelism 

6 pm-Music/Worship, 
Children’s Board 

7 pm-Facilities 

8:45 am-3 pm- 

Girl Scouts in Grounds 
for Joy 

 

 

 

Wednesday Evening Schedule 

DECEMBER  2018DECEMBER  2018DECEMBER  2018DECEMBER  2018            

30 
9 a.m.-Coffee in GFJ 

9:45-Worship 

31 

    



 

 

8:15 & 10:45 a.m.; 9:45 a.m. on December 23 and 30 

Wednesday evening worship:  6:00 p.m. (no service on December 26) 

Worship on Christmas Eve at 4 and 6 p.m. and Christmas Day at 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

 

The 8:15 (or 9:45) a.m. Sunday service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m.  

on KTOE 1420 AM / KTOE 102.7 FM. 
 

 

Visit our website or Facebook page and listen to  

Sunday services online! 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENT:::: 

Bethlehem is an inviting community that is growing in Christ, 

loving our neighbors, and serving God’s world. 
 

The deadline for submitting articles for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
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Pastor Jay Dahlvang:  507-469-3792  
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Pastor Collette Broady Grund  507-380-3049 

pastorcollette@hickorytech.net 
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