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The Church in Service and Fellowship 

Sunday, December 9  ~  Second Sunday of Advent 

 8:15 & 10:45 a.m. Worship 

 9:30 a.m.   Education Hour; adult forum (American Red Cross, with Leah Pockrandt, 

       Director of the AMC in SW Minnesota); coffee in Grounds for Joy  

 

Monday, December 10 

 5:45 p.m.   Endowment Board meeting in the library 
 

Tuesday, December 11 

 7 a.m.    Bible Study at 101 Main Restaurant, City Center Hotel 

 10 a.m.    PUSH group in Grounds for Joy 

 10:15 a.m.   Communion at Pathstone 

 1 p.m.    Library Committee 

 7 p.m.    Personnel Committee 
 

Wednesday, December 12 

 10:30 a.m.   Book of Faith 

 1 p.m.    Staff meeting 

 3:30 p.m.   Women’s spiritual book group 

 4 p.m.    Finance Committee meeting 

 Wednesday evening activities (see schedule below) 
 

Thursday, December 13 

  6:30 p.m.   Life in the Spirit 
 

Friday, December 14  —  Office closes at noon 

 

 

Saturday, December 15 

 9 a.m.    Deborah Circle at 101 Main 

 9:30 a.m.   Dress rehearsal for the children’s Christmas programs on Dec. 16 and 19 
 

Sunday, December 16  ~  Third Sunday of Advent 
 8:15 & 10:45 a.m.  Worship (choir program at 8:15; children’s program at 10:45)   

 9:30 a.m.     Education Hour; adult forum (Christmas Hymn Sing); coffee in Grounds for Joy

 Noon        Potluck for Tanzania visitors Stephen Chima and Baraka Kingu in the dining rm.

  

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING SCHEDULEWEDNESDAY EVENING SCHEDULEWEDNESDAY EVENING SCHEDULEWEDNESDAY EVENING SCHEDULE    
 

4:45-6:00   Supper served in the dining room 

5:00-7:45   Child care available in the nursery 

5:15-6:00   Junior Gospbells rehearsal 

5:30-6:30   Voices in Praise (VIP) Choir rehearsal 

6:00-6:45   Worship service in the sanctuary 

6:30-7:30   Bethlehem Gospbells rehearsal 

6:45-7:45   Confirmation; NightLIGHT; Catechism Club; High School Youth Group 



 Prelude                         Contemporary Band             
 

 Welcome and Announcements 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 

*Opening Song  (see screen)          
 

*Prayer of the Day 

                                  

 Children’s Sermon  
 

 Reading                                     

 

 Message         Pastor Collette Broady Grund             

 

*Song  (see screen)         
 

Baptism  ~ Sierra Jo Kunkel                 

               

*Peace 

 

 Offering                                            

 

*Offertory Response         

 

*Words of Institution 

 

*Lord’s Prayer (sung) 

 

 Receiving the Lord’s Supper 

 

*Benediction 

 

*Dismissal 

 Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

*Closing Song  (see screen) 

We extend a warm Bethlehem welcome to our guests and visitors!  Thank you for       

worshipping with us today.  If you have no church home, we invite you to explore the rich 

opportunities here at Bethlehem for spiritual growth and service.  If you are interested in   

becoming a member of  Bethlehem, please call the church office.   
 

Members and visitors -- please sign and pass the attendance pad at the end of each pew.   

* Please stand as you are able. * 

Church Staff     

Pastor Jay Dahlvang and Pastor Collette Broady Grund 

 

Family Faith Formation Ministry Director:  Anna Wencl 

 Faith Formation Assistant:  Sarah Morgan   

Coordinator of Music:  Laurie Rossow    

Administrative Assistant:  Debbie Leiferman 

Office Assistant/Organist/Pianist:  Christine Schulz      

Financial Secretary:  Elizabeth Ruiz         Nursery Attendant:  Marci Rossow 

Custodian:  Kevin Liebl 

Missionaries:  Mark & Linda Jacobson     Mission Partner:  Iambi SS, Tanzania 

We rejoice with the family of Sierra Jo Kunkel, who 

will be baptized this morning. Her parents are Tyler & 

Chelsey Kunkel, and her sponsors are Eric & Molly 

Kunkel and Paul & Jodi Kunkel. Congregational 

sponsors are Levi Janssen & Jennifer Nord. 

ReadingReadingReadingReading                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Esther 4:1Esther 4:1Esther 4:1Esther 4:1----17171717    
 

When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on 

sackcloth and ashes, and went through the city, wailing with a loud and bitter cry;        
2he went up to the entrance of the king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate 

clothed with sackcloth.  3In every province, wherever the king’s command and his 

decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and 

lamenting, and most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes.  4When Esther’s maids and her 

eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed; she sent garments to 

clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth; but he would not accept them. 
5Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, who had been appointed to 

attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what was happening and why.  
6Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s gate, 
7and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of money that 

Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries for the destruction of the Jews.  
8Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their 

destruction, that he might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and charge her to go to the 

king to make supplication to him and entreat him for her people.  9Hathach went and 

told Esther what Mordecai had said.  10Then Esther spoke to Hathach and gave him a 

message for Mordecai, saying, 11“All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s 

provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court 

without being called, there is but one law—all alike are to be put to death. Only if the 

king holds out the golden scepter to someone, may that person live. I myself have not 

been called to come in to the king for thirty days.” 12When they told Mordecai what 

Esther had said, 13Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think that in the 

king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews.  14For if you keep 

silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another 

quarter, but you and your father’s family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have 

come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.” 15Then Esther said in reply to 

Mordecai, 16“Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, 

and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will also fast as 

you do. After that I will go to the king, though it is against the law; and if I perish,          

I perish.”  17Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him.  

 

We welcome you to the Lord’s Table.  Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper by           

intinction.  The first server will give you bread—please dip the bread in the chalice      

(dark is wine and light is grape juice) before placing it in your mouth.  If, for health       

reasons, you prefer rice, please tell the first server.  The ushers will direct you forward.                        

All are welcome to receive Christ in His meal.   

Serving in Worship Today 

Pastor Jay Dahlvang and Pastor Collette Broady Grund 

 

Readers:  Karen Sandersfeld (8:15); Karla Van Lith (10:45) 

Communion Assistants:   
Kathryn Hanson, Shirley Ruby, and Frank Larsen (8:15) 

Gary Pipes, Cynthia Zacharias, and Tammy Dahlvang (10:45) 

Communion Set-Up:   

Sally Burdick and Bonnie Torgerson 

 

Greeters:   

Don & Ardis Grotta (8:15); Cynthia Zacharias and Cathy Young (10:45) 
 

Ushers:  Team 6 (8:15); Team 7 (10:45) 
 

Coffee servers:  Brad & Betty Groth 

 

Sound board:  Brad Butler (8:15 & 10:45) 

Prayer of the DayPrayer of the DayPrayer of the DayPrayer of the Day   
 

O God of justice, you gave your servant Esther a position of privilege so that 

your people might be saved from persecution and death.  Give us too a sense 

of our calling to do justice and love kindness, so that we might know that 

you have raised us up for such a time as this; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 


