
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Night        

Suppers are served 

from 4:45-6:00 p.m.  

We welcome anyone who 

wishes to dine with us.  

There is no charge for the 

meals, but a free-will        

offering will be accepted.    

Menus for March 

March 7 — Chili or      
potato soup, corn bread 

 

March 14 — Baked potato 
      bar 

 

 March 21 — Enchiladas 
and Spanish rice 

March 28 — NO SUPPER 
(Holy Week) 

 

Lettuce salad  
will be served weekly.  

Lent:  Living Sabbath 

The word “Lent” means spring, and in the northern hemisphere comes as the days        
lengthen and warm, turning a dormant landscape to life.  The Psalmist writes of the      
creation praising God.  The renewal of spring reminds us of the God who renewed us and 

the whole of creation in the death and resurrection of Christ.     

We are being deliberate in our rest and worship this Lent as we continue to be invited by 
our preachers to a “Living Sabbath.”   Join us on Wednesdays at noon in the chapel, or at  

6 p.m. in the sanctuary.  Our schedule: 

*March 7    Rev. Patrick Patterson, Christ the King:  Sabbath Abundance in a World  
          of Scarcity 
*March 14 Rev. Dr. Scott Olson, Grace:  Mindfulness as Daily Sabbath Practice 
*March 21 Rev. Ronald Myers, Epiphany:  Sabbath in the Midst of Chaos 
 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, March 25, and concludes as we celebrate the        
resurrection of our Lord Jesus on April 1.  Look for the Holy Week schedule in the           
E-News, Facebook, and bulletins. 
 

Tanzania 

Our group of eight Bethlehem travelers returned at the end of January, with our           
friendships renewed and heartened by the great progress made by Iambi Secondary 
School.  The school has used the gifts we gave them to bring their students to a new level 
of achievement and success.  Please join us for an Adult Forum on March 4 from 9:30-

10:30 in the Heritage Room as we share the story of our trip, tell you what is next in our 
accompaniment relationship, plan for our visit from our Tanzanian friends (see the    
Monthly Mission Project for March below), and inspire you to consider being a part of our 
next group of Bethlehem ambassadors.           
 

New Members Welcome! 

A series of three new member orientations begins on March 11 and concludes with a         
welcome coffee hosted by the Evangelism Committee on March 25.  If you or someone 
you know are interested in joining Bethlehem, please contact Pastor Jay at                      
pastorjay@hickorytech.net or 507-388-2925.    
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March Monthly Mission Project:  Travelers from Tanzania 

This fall, we will welcome Stephen Chima, the         
Headmaster of Iambi Secondary School, as well as one of 
his teachers, to Bethlehem, Greater Mankato, and the 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod.  We welcome our guests 
to grow in our relationship as they learn who we are and 
how we live.  Mr. Chima and his traveling companion 
will tell us about Iambi Secondary School, their vision, 
plans, and personally say thanks for the difference your 

support has made.  We also anticipate our guests visiting our local colleges, universities, 
and high schools to learn and to share with our students and teachers.  We are excited     
to welcome them! 
 

As they are our guests, we fund the cost of their travel, and a generous Bethlehem     
member has already made a significant pledge so that we can have two visitors instead of 
only Mr. Chima.   Please share what you can so that we can grow together in faith, hope, 
and love with our friends from Iambi Secondary School.  Thank you for your support of 
our work with Iambi Secondary School! 



 

 

Here are the “highlights” of the Bethlehem Council meeting held on 
February 20. Complete meeting minutes are posted on the BLC 
website (www.blcmankato.org) and are also available in a church   
office notebook. Visit with Council members with questions and 

concerns! 

BLC Emergency Response Plan: BLC staff, Council, ushers, 
and Music & Worship board members will attend March 14 
meeting scheduled with Mankato Public Safety officers   
regarding emergency preparedness plan. 

Pastor Collette’s Sabbatical: $2,000 BLC contribution,          
recommended by committee, to assist with expenses        
approved. Guest pastors lined up for May-July and on-call 
plan to assist Pr. Jay being finalized. Sending ceremony & 
celebration scheduled for Sunday, April 29. 

Personnel: New FFF Assistant (Sarah Morgan) working well. 
Temporary Assistant position for May-early September and 
Junior Bell Choir director vacancy posted for BLC members. 
Operating handbooks successfully completed by BLC staff.  

Small Group Directory: Produced by Adult Education        
Committee with information on BLC small groups as part of 
strategic plan. Available at narthex kiosk and provided to 
new members. 

Legacy Gift Proposal: Plan for BLC member legacy gifts,     
proposed by Stewardship Board, approved. To be explained 
at April 15 semi-annual meeting followed by all-member 
mailing. 

Synod Assembly: Scheduled for Mankato on May 4-5 at      
Verizon Center; 8 BLC members volunteered to assist with 
registration.  BLC Fair Trade Committee will sell products. 

Financial Review Committee: Wendy Keenan will join Frank 
Larsen and Levi Janssen to conduct 2017 financial review 
with May 15 Council meeting report deadline. 

Mortgage: Plan for future mortgage payments approved. To be 
shared at semi-annual meeting. 

Semi-Annual Meeting: Scheduled for Sunday, April 15 at 9:30 
a.m. Preview discussion of agenda topics scheduled for    

Sunday, April 8 at 9:30 a.m. 

98th Nordic Bazaar  

Planning Meeting 

Our first meeting to start planning our 

98th bazaar will be on Wednesday, April 

25, at 9 a.m. in the Heritage Room.  

All booth chairs, please attend; if you 

cannot, please send someone in your 

place. We will look forward to any new 

ideas that might make our 98th BIGGER 

and BETTER!!!  Any interested men or 

women are encouraged to attend! 

If you have any questions,  

please contact Ginger Erlandson. 

 

 

 

 

You’re invited to attend Gertrude 

DeRemer’s 100th birthday party!  

It will be on Sunday, March 18, from      

2-5 p.m. in the Heritage Room.             

Gert requests no gifts or cards.   

Fellowship News 

Council Corner 

 

 

 
 

Thanks for Sharing Your Time and Talent! 

Please let us know what brings you meaning and joy so that we 
can plug you in to the various ministries that Bethlehem has to            
offer!  There are hard copies in this month’s Star and the        
bulletins, or take a few minutes to fill out the survey online.      



 

 

 

 

 

February was full of fun and faith-filled events here at Bethlehem!  From confirmands created college care packages to 

our LIGHT & NightLIGHT families creating cancer care packages to a night at the Children’s Museum to our annual      

Fat Tuesday youth fundraiser — it was great to see so many families engaged!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we’re into this season of Lent, just a few reminders that our schedule has changed a bit. There is no 
NightLIGHT or Confirmation class until April 4.  Instead, NightLIGHT families are invited to use our 

“Lent To Go” kits at home, and our confirmands will meet with their mentors.  
LIGHT continues as usual on Sundays, however! 

5th & 6th Grade Nerf Wars — Friday, March 9, 5-8 p.m. 

Grab your friends and come to Bethlehem!  We’re going to a host an event exclusively for our Catechism Club kids.     

Grab a few nerf guns and bring your 5th & 6th grade friends for this fun night.  Look for an e-mail sign up from Anna! 

Pajama Sunday — Sunday, March 11 

Daylight Savings Time will say its goodbye.  In celebration, we’re having a pajama Sunday for our LIGHT kids!  Even if 

you lose an hour of sleep, roll out of bed and come to church in your pajamas.  LIGHT kids are encouraged to bring items 

for the Blessings Box in the weeks leading up.  If we fill our bin of supplies, we’ll have a donut party that Sunday! 

Walk Through Holy Week — Sunday, March 25, at 9:30 a.m. 

We’re re-imagining our Walk Through Holy Week this year.  Stay tuned for more details, but plan to join us on           

Palm Sunday! 

High School Youth Leadership — through March 21 | After Worship — 7:30 p.m. 

Bethlehem’s youth ministry is in a rebuilding phase!  During Lent, we’re intentionally gathering our high school youth    

to build a community that supports, grows, and prays for each other.  If you haven’t yet, please join us!  We’re planning 

to have a group of us attend the Youth Lead conference later on April 14.  Connect with Anna if you’re interested! 

Family Faith Formation Ministry 

Anna Wencl, Family Faith Formation Ministry Director  ~  annawencl@hickorytech.net 

The groundhog said 6 more weeks of winter.  That’s great!  Winter will 

be over by the time we all meet at Sibley Park in May for our 2018 ALS 

Walk.  Let’s start thinking about the good things – spring and everything 

that goes along with it.  Snow gone!  Grass green!  Days rainy!  And — 

most important of all — IT’S TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT OUR 

2018 ALS WALK!  Please meet us at the park with your walking shoes on 

and energy in high gear.  We need your feet to make our voices heard.  

The date to put on your calendar is May 5.  Look for more information 

in the April Star.   

 



 

 

As far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us.   

~  Psalm 103:12 

 

This verse is why we observe Lent.  The spotlight of Lent is the cross.  Jesus died a painful death 
on the cross to forgive us our sins.  The psalmist predicted this when he said, “As far as the east is 
from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us.”  Because of this, we are able to live 
God-honoring, guilt-free lives.  We repent (turn away from sin) not because we are trying to earn 
God’s favor, but because we have already received it.  One of the focal points of Lent is to “return 
to the Lord.”  We return to the Lord, not to earn God’s forgiveness, but because we already are 
forgiven.  We return to the Lord to celebrate this forgiveness.  We return to the Lord to rejoice 
that we have eternal life with him and with each other.  This is because of Jesus’ resurrection. 
 

What do we do with this forgiveness and promise of eternal life?  Praise God!  In worship, we 
praise God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  “Return to the Lord.”  This is why we observe Lent. 

 

Connections Ministry 

Bethlehem has one more hosting week this shelter season, from March 11-18, before the shelter 
closes on April 8.  Look for volunteer sign-ups on the kiosk in the narthex and an online link on 
both Bethlehem’s and Connections Ministry’s Facebook pages.  In order to be better prepared 

for this week, we are asking all volunteers to attend a meeting for re-orientation on     

Thursday, March 8, at 7 p.m.  At that meeting, we will review policy and procedures and    
update volunteers on some changes we’ve made over the course of the season. 
 

The Connections Board, which now includes two Bethlehem members besides myself (Carrol 
Meyers-Dobler and Derek Brown), is beginning to dream of a new day shelter space which 
could be open year-round.  We have written one grant proposal already and are working on    
others, and we covet your prayers as this new plan comes together.  
 

Sabbatical Plan 

As Lent continues and we draw toward Easter, I’m thinking about my sabbatical which begins 
on April 30 and continues through the end of July.  Plans include a whole family trip to Alaska 
for a Broady family reunion, a few writing projects, lots of reading, and a weed-free garden!       
I am so grateful to be part of a church that gives me this opportunity, and after the whirlwind 
year I’ve had with the shelter, this time for rest and renewal couldn’t be more welcome. As plans 
continue to come together, please pray that we will find the right candidate for our temporary 
Faith Formation assistant who will help Anna and Sarah get all the summer programming and 
fall plans in place while I am away. 
 

A Personal Note 

Thank you for all the prayers for my father-in-law, Dale Grund, who has struggled mightily this 
year with memory and heart concerns.  He is doing much better now and will soon be back at 
Old Main, where he now has an apartment. Your prayers and kindness have been so appreciated. 
 

~ Pr. Collette 

From Pastor Collette Broady Grund, Associate Pastor 

Pastor Don’s Devotion 

 

Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989-1996.  He was diagnosed  

with ALS/Lou Gehrig's disease in 1995 and continues to be an inspiration of life and  

faith to our congregation. 

“Best Wishes”  

Cake and Coffee  

Celebration  

Sunday, April 29  

 

As Pastor Collette’s sabbatical 

leave  approaches,  the          

Bethlehem Council would like 

to invite friends and members 

to a “Best Wishes” Cake and 

Coffee Celebration to be held   

in Grounds for Joy between      

services on  Sunday,        

April 29. Please bring your 

personal messages of faith, 

hope, and inspiration for      

Collette as we gather to wish 

her a bountiful and fruitful 

sabbatical. 



 

 

Wade & Jenny Adams 
Leigh Asleson 

Bruce & Marilyn Barklow 

Linda Bristol 
Ellen Delatorre 
Sharon Finucane 
Tyler Freyberg 

Jason & Wendy Keenan 

Janet Morken 

Teresa Mosel 
Shane & Rachael Pepper 
Joe Rose 
Bob & Kelly Salfer 
Alvera Schmidt 

Andrew & Roxanne Skane 
Joan Stoffel 
Nathan & Gina Wibstad 

Clayton & LaVonne Wolf 
Ruth Wood 

In case of inclement weather on      
Sunday mornings, listen to KTOE 1420 
AM/KTOE 102.7 FM for cancellation 
announcements of worship and church 
activities.    In case of inclement weather 
on Wednesdays, our evening events will 
follow the cancellation decision of the 
Mankato Public Schools.  

With strong giving in the month of January, the deficit 
has been reduced to less than $5,000.  Year-end     
contribution statements were mailed at the end of    
January.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Elizabeth in the church office.  Also, if you did not 
pick up your 2018 offering envelopes, they are still 
available in the church office.  Members who give   
electronically were not assigned envelopes.  If you did 
not have a chance to turn in a 2018 pledge card, 
these are also available in the church office.  

~ Elizabeth Ruiz~ Elizabeth Ruiz~ Elizabeth Ruiz~ Elizabeth Ruiz    

If you have an emergency 
and need to contact Pastor 
Jay outside of office hours, 
please call his cell phone at 
507-469-3792.  He will no 
longer be available at his 
home telephone number. 

Five Bethlehem members have    
answered the call to work in Partners 
for Affordable Housing’s Free Store 
on Thursday afternoons!  What will 
they be doing?  Sorting and storing, 
where appropriate, the many       
household donations received by the 
agency from generous community 
residents! What kind of household      

donations will they be sorting and storing?  They will be   
handling the basics of what people need when moving from 
homelessness to an apartment such as bed and bath linens, 
furniture, and kitchenware.  If you are interested in helping 
us or simply want more information on the project, please 
contact Carrol Meyers-Dobler at 701-527-5915. 

Taxi Service 

Do you stay home on Sunday mornings in 
the winter or when the weather is bad   
because you don’t feel comfortable driving 
yourself?  Did you know that Bethlehem 
offers FREE taxi service to its members 
who are unable to drive themselves to 
church?  This service is offered only on Sunday mornings 
through Kato Cab.  For more information, please contact 
the church office at 388-2925. 

March Serving Group     
Chairs:  Jim & Gail Christensen (388-8985)        Co-Chair:  Jan Boyum (420-2630)  

Financial Report 

 



 

 

3/4 8:15 Bob 
Ihrig 

4 Susan 
Weinberger 

Sandy 
Kuper 

 Sue Thul & 
Julie Drewitz 

 

Tom & 
Betty 
Sanger 

 

Sally Burdick 
& 

Sunshine 
Kelley 

3/4 10:45 Marge 
Orness 

5 Mary Beth 
Royer 

Bruce 
Royer 

  

Lisa Kohn 

3/11 8:15 Need 
volunteer! 

6 Brad 
Groth 

Betty 
Groth 

 Gordy & Marilyn 
Larson 

 

Brad &  

Betty  

Groth 

 
 
 

Tom & Betty 
Sanger 3/11 10:45 Casey 

Rose 
7 Gary 

Pipes 
Al  

Girtz 
 Carrol Meyers-

Dobler &  
Jennifer Nord 

3/18 8:15 Sandy 
Kuper 

8 Susan 
Weinberger 

Julie 
Drewitz 

Jill 
Evenson 

Lynor Blom 
& Cherryl Eigen 

 
Bob Singelstad &  
Carl Schoenstedt 

 

Elizabeth     
Gerlach & 
Sue Thul 3/18 10:45 Laurie 

Rossow 
2 Tammy 

Dahlvang 
Anna 
Wencl 

Karla 
Van Lith 

Jim & Gail 
Christensen 

3/25 8:15 Signe 
Lervaag 

3 Lorraine 
Carpenter 

Mary Jo 
Hoiberg 

 Duane & Janice 
Ahlness 

 
Sally Burdick & 
Bonnie Torgerson 

3/25 10:45 Mary Beth 
Royer 

4 Anna 
Wencl 

Laurie 
Rossow 

 Al & Barb 
Girtz 

 
Brad & Betty  

Groth 

Date   Time      Reader    Usher        Communion Assistants                 Greeters          Comm.  Set-up          Coffee 

March 4      8:15—John Wingert     10:45—Gary Pipes 

March 11    8:15—Brad Butler        10:45—Brad Butler    

March 18  8:15—Randy Wood      10:45—Tim Heiser 

March 25 8:15—Brad Butler        10:45—Brad Butler 

    

    

SOUNDSOUNDSOUNDSOUND    

TECHNICIANSTECHNICIANSTECHNICIANSTECHNICIANS    

The women’s circles 
will meet together for Bible 
study from the “Gather”  
magazine on March 21.  

The meeting will be at 9:30 
a.m. in Grounds for Joy. 

 

If you aren’t in a circle, please feel free to attend!   

Adult Forum Schedule  
 

9:30 a.m. in the  
Heritage Room 

March 4 — Tanzania Group Trip 
March 11 — Write On Race, with Bukata Hayes & others 
March 18 — Evangelism Made Easy 
March 25 — Walking with Zulu Christians in post-      
                          apartheid South Africa, with Becky Sullivan 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTS    

Are you getting the Bethlehem           

E-News? Every Monday, we send out 

news and information about our ministry 

and mission to our e-mail subscribers, 

both members and friends.  If you are not 

receiving the E-News, send an e-mail    

request to blchurch@hickorytech.net.   

The Voices in Praise 
(VIP) Choir no longer 
practices on Wednesday 
evenings.  The new         
rehearsal time is 9:30-
1 0 : 3 0  on  Sunday        
mornings.  If you have any 
questions, call Laurie     
Rossow at 779-9114 or          
e - m a i l  h e r  a t 
1 jam@hickorytech.net .  
We’re recruiting voices for 

our Good Friday musical, “I Am the Lord of the 
Dance.”   Come and sing! 



 

 

    

SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY    MONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAY    TUETUETUETUESDAYSDAYSDAYSDAY    WEDWEDWEDWEDNESDAYNESDAYNESDAYNESDAY    THUTHUTHUTHURSDAYRSDAYRSDAYRSDAY    FRIFRIFRIFRIDAYDAYDAYDAY    SATSATSATSATURDAYURDAYURDAYURDAY    

     

 

  1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Office closes at noon 

 

5-8 pm-Nerf Wars 
in the dining room 

Office closes at noon 

 

 

        
9:30 am-Women’s   
       Bible Study in GFJ 
Noon-Worship 

1 pm-Staff meeting 

  Wed. Eve. Activities 

        First Day 
       of Spring! 
7 am-Bible St. 
8:30 am-Quilters 
1 pm-Library Comm. 
7 pm-Council; NSP 

      
5:45 pm-

Endowment mtg. 
6:30 pm— 

Bethlehem Brass 

 

6:30 pm — 

Bethlehem 
Brass; Life in the 
Spirit 

6:30 pm—

Bethlehem 
Brass 

3 pm— 

Book Club 

      8:15 & 10:45-Worship 

9:30-Education Hour; 
coffee in GFJ; VIP choir; 
new member orientation  
6 pm-Youth Board 

SHELTER WEEK 

       8:15 & 10:45- Worship 

       9:30-Education Hr; 
coffee in GFJ; VIP choir; 
new member orientation    
2-5 pm-100th BD party  
for Gert DeRemer in HR 

       
10 am-

Sons of 
Norway in 
HR 

        7 am-Bible Study 

10 am-PUSH in GFJ 
10:15- Comm. at Path.  
1 pm-Library Comm. 
6 pm-Connections staff 
7 pm-Personnel 

9 am—Music & 
Worship Board will 
set up Easter garden 
in the sanctuary 

10:30-Bk of Faith 

Noon-Worship 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 
Wed. Evening 

Activities 

 10:30 am-Bk of Faith;  
     grief group in HR 

Noon-Worship 

1 pm-Staff mtg 

3:30-Women’s Bk group  
4 pm-Preventing Violence 
in Churches in GFJ 
  Wed. Eve. Activities 

Palm Sunday 

8:15 & 10:45-Worship 

9:30-Education Hour; 
coffee in GFJ; VIP 
choir; new member 
orientation 

7 am-Bible Study 

1 pm-Library Comm.  

 

 

8:15 & 10:45-Worship 

9:30-Education Hour, 
coffee in GFJ; VIP 
choir rehearsal 
6 pm-Children’s Board 

 

6:30 pm— 

Bethlehem Brass; 
Lincoln Park Assn. 

7 am-Bible Study 

8:30 am-Quilters 
1 pm-Comm. at 
  Old Main; Library   
  Committee 

3:30-C & G Missions 
5 pm-Stewardship 

6 pm-Evangelism, 
Facilities 

7:30 am-5:30 pm—

LSS Marriage    
workshop in HR 

7 pm-Connections 
volunteer meeting 

Office closes at noon 

 

Good Friday 
Worship at noon and 
6 pm (choir musical 
“I Am the Lord of the 
Dance” at 6 pm) 

    10:30 am-Bk of Faith  
1 pm-Staff mtg. 
3:30-Women’s Bk group  
NO Wed. Eve. Activities 

except VIP Choir  

rehearsal at 5:30 

Office closes at noon 

     NO supper or activities on 3/28 except VIP Choir rehearsal at 5:30 

     4:45-6:00      Supper served in the dining room  

     5:00-8:00      Child care available in the nursery 

     5:15-6:00      Junior Gospbells rehearsal in the basement 

     6:00-6:45      Worship service in the sanctuary 

     6:30-7:30      Bethlehem Gospbells rehearsal in the basement 
     6:45-7:15    Confirmation students meet with mentors following 
     worship through 3/21 

 

 

Maundy 
Thursday 

Worship at 
noon and 6 pm 

MARCH   2018MARCH   2018MARCH   2018MARCH   2018    

Wednesday Evening ScheduleWednesday Evening ScheduleWednesday Evening ScheduleWednesday Evening Schedule



 

 

8:15 & 10:45 a.m.  
 

Wednesday Lenten worship services are at noon and 6 p.m. through March 21 

Maundy Thursday & Good Friday services (March 29 and 30) are at noon & 6 p.m. 
 

The 8:15 a.m. Sunday service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m.  

on KTOE 1420 AM / KTOE 102.7 FM. 
 

Visit our website or Facebook page and listen to Sunday services online! 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENT:::: 

Bethlehem is an inviting community that is growing in Christ, 

loving our neighbors, and serving God’s world. 
 

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 

PERMIT NO. 418 

MANKATO, MN  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

720 South Second Street 

Mankato, MN   56001 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

(507) 388-2925 

blchurch@hickorytech.net 

@BLCMankato 

 

Pastor Jay Dahlvang:  507-469-3792  

pastorjay@hickorytech.net 
 

Pastor Collette Broady Grund:  380-3049  

pastorcollette@hickorytech.net 


