
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Night        

Suppers are served 

from 4:45-6:00 p.m.  

We welcome anyone who 
wishes to dine with us.  
There is no charge for the 
meals, but a free-will        
offering will be accepted.    

Upcoming Menus 

May 2 — Cook’s choice 
(Julie’s Buffet) 

May 9 —  
menu to be determined 
(final supper until 

September) 

We Are Thankful for Our Confirmands 

It’s a sin to be boring, especially with young people when it comes to their faith in Christ.    
Last summer, we began discussing how our confirmation program could be more          
engaging, especially for our ninth graders, who after two years in the program shared the 

Teacher’s lament in Ecclesiastes:  “There is nothing new under the sun.” 

So, as a ninth grader is a different species than a seventh or eighth grader, we pulled them 
out and gave them their own class.  Then we prepared a curriculum to provide tools a 
young person needs to grow in their faith in Jesus Christ today.  We learned the life of  
Jesus, what it means to be a Christian who is a Lutheran, what our Jewish, Muslim,       
Roman Catholic, and Protestant neighbors believe, and finally, how we live out our faith.  
The youth attended a Teens Encounter Christ weekend and wrote a faith statement of their 
own.   I don’t know if they have received enough from this year together, but I know          

I have really enjoyed getting to know them.   

On May 6, they stand before God, their family, their pastor, and you, their church, and 
say, “This I believe and this I promise.”  Let’s support them, pray for them, and show 
them how the love of Jesus is transformative in our lives, community, and world, so that 
they might always be agents of reconciliation, bringers of good news, and servants of the 

Lord.  

We Are Thankful for Pastor Collette 

As I said in my sermon a few weeks ago, I am blessed to have such a dedicated, skilled, 
and faithful pastor as my co-worker and friend.  I am excited for her sabbatical time away 
and pray that she comes back renewed for what God has ahead.  The time will go quickly, 
especially for Pastor Collette, and we have a good plan in place for her absence.            
You can help Pr. Collette most by refraining from contacting her and by praying for her 

and her family. 

We Are Thankful for Shirley Ruby 

Shirley has conducted the Junior Bells for many years, a blessing to the youth of our 
church, and a blessing to our worship life as well.   The time has come for Shirley to step 
away from her call, and we thank God for her and show our appreciation on Mother’s Day, 

May 13.   Thank you, Shirley!  ~  Pr. Jay  
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May Monthly Mission Project:   

ELCA Disaster Relief 

And the winds blew… And the rains came…  

And the waters rose…And the fires raged…  

And ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster Response was 

there to help.   LDR brings God’s hope, healing, 

and renewal to people whose lives have been  

disrupted by disasters in the United States and 

around the world. When the dust settles and the 

headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing 

assistance to those in need.  LDR staff and     

volunteers are not first responders but remain on site for as many as four years 

following the initial disaster.  They are the final people to leave.  As one worker 

said, “We are the folks who turn off the lights and lock the doors.”  We have 

seen the ravages this past year.  We know our dollars (93% of which go to     

direct aid) will make a difference.  Thanks in advance for your support.   

~ Your Community and Global Missions Board 



 

 

Here are the “highlights” of the Bethlehem Council meeting held on       
April 17. Complete meeting minutes are posted on the BLC website 
(www.blcmankato.org) and are also available in a church office notebook. 

Visit with Council members with questions and concerns! 

Financial Status: General fund deficits of -$13,480.37 in March     
compared to -$11,492.07 in February and -$4,861.74 in January. 
Colder weather and excess snow responsible for higher costs of 
$1,866 than budgeted. 

Approval of 2018-19 Finance Committee:  Committee members Mark 
Woelfel, Steve Freyberg, Dennis Sandersfeld, David Morgan, and 
Frank Larsen approved.  One open seat remains. 

Sabbatical Leave: Plans have been finalized for Pr. Collette’s          
sabbatical during May 1-July 31. Sending ceremony to be held in 
both services on April 29 with celebration scheduled between    
services for congregation. Everyone is invited to attend and       
celebrate.  Guest pastors have been confirmed.  Funding provided 
by synod and BLC sabbatical leave fund to cover expenses. 

Semi-Annual Meeting Rescheduled: Meeting rescheduled to Sunday, 
April 22 at 9:30 a.m. in dining room due to April 15 winter storm 
postponement. Quorum of 75 members needed to conduct business! 
Meeting packets available on narthex kiosk. 

2018 Mortgage Pledge Campaign: Congregational letter and brochure 
being developed for distribution in May to ask members for       
extension of previous Blessings & Beyond capital campaign    
pledges and to ask new members who have not had the opportunity 
to pledge. Goal is to raise additional $$ for mortgage payments. 
Campaign to be coordinated by Stewardship Board. 

Personnel:  Christa Stock hired to fill Family Faith Formation Assistant 
temporary position for May-August. Sarah Morgan will assume 
additional hours in April – May.  Candidate from Bethany Lutheran 
College has applied for Junior Bell Choir director position with 
interview to be arranged. Weekend custodians & Debbie Leiferman 
have responded positively to survey questions about their work. 
Annual lay staff reviews being organized for June-July with       
Personnel members to work with Pastor Jay. 

BLC Emergency Response Plan: Plan consisting of reasonable and 
practical measures being developed by Pr. Jay. Facilities          
Committee to be asked to work on building changes (maps, pass 
key, door #s) while ushers will assume additional duties.             
Informational handout for congregation to be written and shared in 
the future. 

June Leadership Retreat: Annual leadership retreat for Council and 
board/committee members to be held on Monday, June 4 starting 
at 5:30 p.m. RSVP cards to be sent to leaders. Focus will be on 
evangelism and organizing for the new year. 

Strategic Plan: Current progress on 5-year strategic plan reviewed with 
accomplishments noted and work to be continued. Further          

discussion to be held at July Council meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

Retirement Party for  

Shirley Ruby 

9:30 a.m.  ~  May 13 

Grounds for Joy 
 

After 27 years as the director of 

the Junior Gospbells, Shirley is  

retiring!  Over 70 youth have been 

members of the Junior Gospbells.  

Come and thank Shirley for her 

many years of music leadership! 

Garden Plots Available 

Contact Marsha Qualset at     
388-4970 if you would like to 
garden in the Bethlehem     
Community Gardens this 
year.  The fee is $20, which   
includes fresh compost and use 
of water and some tools. 

Fellowship NewsFellowship NewsFellowship NewsFellowship News    

 

 

Council Corner 

VINE Adult Day Program Open House  

Wednesday, May 2 

Visit the VINE Adult Day  
Program on Wednesday,     

May 2 from 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

for refreshments and a tour at 
421 E. Hickory Street in     
Mankato. Older adults in mid-
life and beyond with physical 

or cognitive challenges, as well as those who are isolated, 
enjoy active engagement with others, purposeful activities, 
and intellectual stimulation. Activities include music,     
therapy dogs, games, exercise, snacks, and lunch. Family 
caregivers enjoy a much-deserved break while loved ones 
attend. This affordable program delays and/or alleviates a 
costlier move to a nursing facility or catered living.        
Long-term care insurance, veteran benefits, county waivers, 
and private payments are accepted. Call Mary W. at (507) 

386-5577 for more information. 



 

 

 

 

 

Summer is within our grasp!  

Hooray!  As you go out into the great unknown this 

summer, you’re invited to take your faith                  

and practice it wherever may go.  

Our families will build their own “Carry Out Your 

Faith” kit to take with you.  In it, you will find tools to 

help you nurture your relationship with God,       

whether you’re roaming around your backyard           

or away all weekend at the ballfield.  

 

Up Ahead 

End-of-the-Year Celebration: Join us on May 6 or 9 as we           

celebrate a wonderful year of faith formation ministry! We’ll build 

faith kits, get ready for VBS, and visit the bounce house on Sunday.  

On Wednesday, we’ll also eat and worship outside together before       

enjoying some outdoor games. 

Graduating Senior Sunday: Seniors and parents, join us on     

May 20 during 10:45 a.m. worship for a blessing of our graduates 

and stay after for a lunch.  Graduating seniors, their families, and 

small group guides are invited.  Please RSVP to Anna by May 13. 

 

Youth Gathering Bake Sale & Envelope Wall: Between worship services on Sunday, May 20, our 

youth will be selling baked goods.  Proceeds will go toward the ELCA Youth Gathering’s service initiative to 

donate new, teacher-selected books to Houston-area schools.  We’ll also have an envelope wall for you to    

support our trip directly.  Thanks in advance for your support of our youth! 

Family Faith Formation Ministry 

Anna Wencl, Family Faith Formation Ministry Director  ~  annawencl@hickorytech.net 

 

ALS WALK ALS WALK ALS WALK ALS WALK ————    MAY 5, 2018MAY 5, 2018MAY 5, 2018MAY 5, 2018    
HONORING PASTOR DON HONORING PASTOR DON HONORING PASTOR DON HONORING PASTOR DON     

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.   
Walk begins at  10:00 a.m. 
Shelter 3 at Sibley Park  

(on the river side of the park) 

We are a hearty group – come snow, rain, cold, or 
whatever Mother Nature will throw at us, we will 
be at the park on Saturday morning, May 5, 

to do our thing.  Please come to the Bethlehem Gait Keepers table to 
check in.  If you can’t walk with us, please be sure to come and cheer 
us on.   If you wish to make a donation at the office, please ask for a 
form and a pre-paid envelope.  Fill in the form and enclose it in the 
envelope with your donation.  Checks should be made payable to ALS.  
Drop the envelope in the mail, and you will then receive a tax credit 
statement directly from the ALS Association. This will no longer show 
up on your church statement. 



 

 

I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.   

~  John 10:11 

 

The shepherd is always with his sheep.  The good shepherd (Jesus) is always with us.  We cannot flee him.  He is 
with us when we are struggling with depression.  He is with us when we are lonely.  The good shepherd is with us in 
good times and bad times.  Even when we do something that is not pleasing in God’s sight, he is with us.  That leads 
us to the next part.  The good shepherd always looks out for the best interest of his flock, even when it is not in the 
shepherd’s best interest.  The good shepherd died for us.  It was a painful death.  He did it anyway.  He did this to 
forgive us our sins.  He did this to guarantee us eternal life with God and one another.  As Jesus said in verse 10,      

“I have come that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

 

The cross is God’s embrace of us, whatever we are going through, wherever we are, whoever we are.  Whether we 
are going through good times or bad times, the cross is God’s embrace of us.  It is God’s embrace of us when we 
stand at the grave of a loved one.  It is God’s embrace of us when we are going through an illness.  Jesus is, indeed, 

the Good Shepherd.   

Pastor Don’s Devotion 

 

Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989-1996.  He was diagnosed  

with ALS/Lou Gehrig's disease in 1995 and continues to be an inspiration of life and  

faith to our congregation. 

HONORING A SPECIAL GUEST,  

BISHOP ALEX 

Dr. Alex Seif Mkumbo, Bishop of the 

Central Diocese of Tanzania, will be 

with us on Sunday, May 6, in the 

a�ernoon from 3:30 – 5:00. Iambi 

Secondary School, in the Central    

Diocese, falls under his shepherding. 

He will be a featured speaker at the 

Synod Assembly taking place that    

weekend.  Our %me with him will be 

informal — coffee at 3:30, a brief 

overview of synod missions at 4:00 

by synod mission chair, Pr. Carl   

Bruihler, and then informal            

conversa%on with Bishop Alex about 

the work of the Central Diocese. 

Please come and greet him. 

    

    

    

    

    

Attention Attention Attention Attention     
Bethlehem Women!Bethlehem Women!Bethlehem Women!Bethlehem Women!    

Saturday Afternoon TeaSaturday Afternoon TeaSaturday Afternoon TeaSaturday Afternoon Tea    
You, your female relatives, and friends are invited to an 
afternoon tea with special refreshments on Saturday, 

May 19, at 3 p.m. in the Heritage Room.   
 

A program on the history of tea will be presented by   
Heidi Wyn from the Curiosi-Tea House. Music will be 
provided by Christine Schulz.   
 

The cost is $10.  A sign-up sheet is available in the church office through 
May 13.  Please pay at the time of sign up.    Seating will be limited, so sign 
up soon!  Hats and elegant dress are a fun option.   



 

 

Jeanan Anderson 

Lois Anderson 

Beth Andrews 

Roger & Marlene Barnes 

James & Julie Erdman 

Jill Evenson 

Alice Haugen 

Barbara Jaeger 

Roger & Joyce Kamrath 

Scott & Kristine MacLean 

Eunice Mutch 

Darwin & Kimberly Rogers 

Bruce & Mary Sherwood 

Vickie Siirtola 

Mike & Marie Slotemaker 

Jamisen & Janeen Swenson 

Betty Warnke 

Paul Wendt 

Vee Williams 

The general fund deficit grew slightly in March to 
$13,580.  Member giving has been strong in the 
first quarter of the year at 98% (budget of 
$119,079 vs. actual received of $116,231).    
As noted in last month’s report, there are some 
expenses that are heavy in the first part of the 
year.  These include gas, snow removal, and      
insurance premiums.  As the summer months    
approach, please consider electronic giving       
options.  It’s the best way to stay on track with 
your intended giving even if plans keep you from 
attending services.   
 
Please direct any questions regarding electronic 
giving to Elizabeth in the church office. And, as 
always, thank you for your support. 

~ Elizabeth Ruiz~ Elizabeth Ruiz~ Elizabeth Ruiz~ Elizabeth Ruiz    

May Serving Group     
Chair:   Kathy Croswell (388-2002)        Co-Chair:  Karen Sandersfeld (387-3576)  

Financial Report 

 

Are you getting the Bethlehem           

E-News? Every Monday, we send out 

news and information about our      

ministry and mission to our e-mail   

subscribers, both members and 

friends.  If you are not receiving the     

E-News, send an e-mail request to 

blchurch@hickorytech.net.   

Just for pun! 

* Every calendar’s days are numbered. 

* A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat. 

* If you’ve seen one shopping center, you’ve seen a mall. 

* Acupuncture is a jab well done. 

* A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking. 

* Does the name Pavlov ring a bell? 

* Reading while sunbathing makes you well red. 

* When two egotists meet, it’s an I for an I. 

* A bicycle can’t stand on its own because it is two tired. 

* Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis. 



 

 

5/6 8:15 Karen 
Sandersfeld 

8 Susan 
Weinberger 

Kelli 
Woelfel 

Frank 
Larsen 

Bob & Ginger 
Erlandson 

 

Sally Burdick & 
Bonnie 

Torgerson 

 
Chris Deike & 

Gail 
Christensen 5/6 10:45 Anna 

Wencl 
2 Jim 

Nagel 
Marcia 
Nagel 

Mary 
Bliesmer 

Wally & Brenda 
Boyer 

5/13 8:15 Shirley 
Ruby 

3 Jill 
Evenson 

Julie 
Drewitz 

Sally 
Burdick 

Eric Forcier & 
Kelsey Eckstein 

 

Bob Singelstad & 

Carl Schoenstedt 

 
Tim & Amy 
Heiser 

5/13 10:45 Jack 
Halvorson 

4 Jerry 
Orness 

Marge 
Orness 

Laurie 
Rossow 

Roger & Dee 
Saman 

5/20 8:15 Bryce 
Stenzel 

5 Need 
volunteer! 

Lorraine 
Carpenter 

Sandy 
Kuper 

Duane & Janice 
Ahlness 

 
 

Sandra Abild & 
Lisa Kohn 

 
Gary &  

Amanda Pipes 
5/20 10:45 Maria 

King 
6 Lance 

Quick 
Donna 
Quick 

Tammy 
Dahlvang 

Jerry & Marge 
Orness 

5/27 9:45 Eric  
Forcier 

7 Jennifer 
Nord 

Shirley 
Ruby 

Betty 
Groth 

Don & Ardis 
Grotta 

Sally Burdick & 
Mary Jo Hoiberg 

Jack Halvorson 
& Brad Widness 

Date   Time      Reader    Usher        Communion Assistants                 Greeters          Comm.  Set-up          Coffee 

May 6      8:15—Randy Wood      10:45—Tim Heiser 

May 13    8:15—Brad Butler        10:45—Brad Butler    

May 20   8:15—Jill Evenson        10:45—Gary Pipes 

May 27                9:45—Brad Butler 

    

    

SOUNDSOUNDSOUNDSOUND    

TECHNICIANSTECHNICIANSTECHNICIANSTECHNICIANS    Adult Forum Schedule  
 

9:30 a.m. in the  
Heritage Room  

 

May 6 – ELCA Disaster Relief with Pastor         
Al Girtz 

May 13 – Whole Food/Plant-Based Eating with 
Ann Widness 

May 20 – Bethlehem’s Heritage Room Mural 
with Brad & Ann Widness  

May 27 – no forum — summer worship      
schedule begins with one service at 9:45 
(no more forums until September) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A recording of the April 12 recital, 

“Songs of Devotion,” presented by Dr. 

Aaron Humble and Christine Schulz, 

is now on Bethlehem’s website.   

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTS    

Summer Special MusicSummer Special MusicSummer Special MusicSummer Special Music    

Anyone interested in sharing their musical 

gifts this summer during worship should 

contact Laurie Rossow at 507-779-9114 or 

1jam@hickorytech.net.  We’re looking for 

vocalists and instrumentalists, soloists,   

duets, trios, and ensembles —  any group is 

welcome! 

Thank you to EVERYONE who gave their time 

and shared their talent to enhance our      

music ministry here at Bethlehem this year.  

Special thanks to the individuals who are    

a part of these groups:  Bethlehem Brass,            

Bethlehem Gospbells, Junior Gospbells, 

Voices in Praise Choir, and our two            

contemporary bands.   



 

 

    

SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY    MONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAY    TUETUETUETUESDAYSDAYSDAYSDAY    WEDWEDWEDWEDNESDAYNESDAYNESDAYNESDAY    THUTHUTHUTHURSDAYRSDAYRSDAYRSDAY    FRIFRIFRIFRIDAYDAYDAYDAY    SATSATSATSATURDAYURDAYURDAYURDAY    

     1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Office closes at noon 

 

Office closes at noon 

 

 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 

        
 

7 am-Bible Study 

1 pm-Library Comm. 
   
 

 

5:45 pm- 

Endowment bd.    
6:30 pm— 

Bethlehem 
Brass 

 

6:30 pm — 

Bethlehem Brass; 
Life in the Spirit 

6:30 pm—

Bethlehem 
Brass 

 

3 pm-Book Club 

       Mother’s Day 

 

8:15 & 10:45-Worship 

9:30-Education Hour, 
retirement party for 
Shirley Ruby in GFJ 

        
 

8:15 & 10:45-Worship 

9:30-Education Hr; coffee 
in GFJ 
11:45-Senior dinner  
in GFJ  

       
4:30-8 pm-Sons of Norway 
in the Heritage Room 

         
 

7 am-Bible Study 

8:30 am-Quilters  
1 pm-Library Comm. 
7 pm-Council, NSP 

 

10:30-Bk of Faith 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 
3:30-Women’s Bk.group 

Wed. Evening 

Activities 

      9:30-Rachel Circle  
in the library  
10:30 am-grief group  
1 pm-Staff mtg. 
 6:30-Gospbells rehearsal 

         

 

9 am-Coffee in GFJ 

9:45 — Worship 

     4:45-6:00 Supper served in the dining room (last supper is May 9) 
 

     5:00-8:00 Child care available in the nursery (ends on May 9) 
 

     5:15-6:00  Junior Gospbells rehearsal (last rehearsal is May 9) 
 

     6:00-6:45  Worship service in the sanctuary (last service is May 9) 
 

     6:30-7:30  Bethlehem Gospbells rehearsal (last rehearsal is May 16) 
 

     6:45-7:30  Confirmation — May_9: end-of-the-year party/picnic;  

           Sunday, May 6:  confirmation at the 10:45 a.m. service   
 

     6:45-7:30 NightLIGHT for 3-year-olds through 6th grade (ends on May 9) 
 

     6:45-7:30  Catechism Club for 5th and 6th graders (ends on May 9) 

8:15 & 10:45-Worship 

    9:30-Education Hour; 
coffee in GFJ 
3:30 pm-Reception for 
Bishop Mkumbo in GFJ  
6 pm-Children’s Board 

   Office closed 

7 am-Bible Study 

   8:30 am-Quilters 
   9 am-school kits 
1 pm-Comm. at Old 
Main; Library Comm. 
3:30-C & G Missions 
5 pm-Stewardship 

6 pm-M&W, Evangelism; 
7 pm-Facilities 

National Day  

of Prayer 

 

Office closes at noon 

 

 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 

Office closes at noon 

 

Synod Assembly 
today and tomorrow 

 

MAY  2018MAY  2018MAY  2018MAY  2018    

Wednesday Evening ScheduleWednesday Evening ScheduleWednesday Evening ScheduleWednesday Evening Schedule

10:30-Bk of Faith 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 
Wed. Evening 

Activities 

     7 am-Bible Study 

10 am-PUSH in GFJ 
10:15- Comm. at Path.  
1 pm-Library Comm. 
7 pm-Personnel 

9 am-Deborah Circle 

3 pm-Ladies’ tea in the 
Heritage Room 

10 am--ALS Walk 

at Sibley Park 

7 am-Bible Study 

1 pm-Library Comm. 
   



 

 

8:15 & 10:45 a.m.; 9:45 on May 27  
 

Wednesday worship service — 6 p.m. through May 9 

 

The 8:15 (or 9:45) a.m. Sunday service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m.  

on KTOE 1420 AM / KTOE 102.7 FM. 
 

Visit our website or Facebook page and listen to Sunday services online! 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENT:::: 

Bethlehem is an inviting community that is growing in Christ, 

loving our neighbors, and serving God’s world. 
 
 

 

The deadline for submitting articles for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

(507) 388-2925 

blchurch@hickorytech.net 

 

Pastor Jay Dahlvang:  507-469-3792  

pastorjay@hickorytech.net 
 

Pastor Collette Broady Grund   

 

@bethlehem.mankato 


