
 

 

Come and Worship This Summer! 

We are looking forward to gathering as one congregation, worshipping at 9:45 a.m. each Sunday, beginning Memorial Day   

weekend, May 27.  We will celebrate Holy Communion every week, with communion at the altar rail the first Sunday of each 
month, and we have eight baptisms scheduled between May 27 and July 8 — thanks be to God!  We also have many special events 

and guests this summer: 

--On June 3, the Endowment Committee presents their annual scholarship awards to Bethlehem’s graduates and college students.  
   The Rev. Kathryn Tiede from Lutheran Social Services will be our guest preacher. 
--On June 10, our own Pastor Becky Sullivan will be our preacher. 
--On June 17, the 720 Band will lead us in worship. 
--On June 24, Pastors Steve and Debbie Ohrtman, who served Bethlehem in the nineties, will be our guest preachers. 
--On July 15, the 720 Band leads us in worship. 
--On July 22, Minnesota Teen Challenge returns with their music and stories of how God is helping them overcome addiction. 
--On August 5, Pastor Collette returns from sabbatical.    
 

A Facility to Serve Our Mission  
 

In 2012, we set out to transforming our facility into a modern, clean, energy-efficient, welcoming, beautiful church — a wonderful 
place to worship and serve!  We now have a building enjoyed and used by growing numbers of young families, long-term partners 
like LSS, and community groups like Sons of Norway and the Lincoln Park Neighborhood Association.  We now have a great home 
for the Nordic Bazaar.   Our families and their loved ones now have a comfortable place for visitations before funerals and memorial 
services, and we greet each other on Sunday mornings in a bright, spacious gathering room.   We now have a building suitable for 
baby showers in Grounds for Joy, and for providing shelter to the homeless in our community in our partnership with Connections 
Ministry.    
 

As we are finishing our second three-year capital campaign, our leadership has developed a plan that reduces our building debt,   
ensures that vital ministry needs continue to be met, and foregoes the expense and labor of another major fundraising effort.            
By declining a third capital campaign, we potentially exhaust our accumulated and anticipated building funds sometime in 2019.      
A building without mission and ministry is an empty shell, and we hope not to cut back what together we have discerned that God is 

calling us to accomplish.    

In May, you received an invitation to continue your building pledge for another one, two, or three years.   We are also inviting those 
who are new to Bethlehem, or unwilling or unable to support the previous capital campaigns, to consider making a pledge to our 
building debt reduction.  We hope to receive all pledges by Sunday, June 3.  If you have questions, or would like to visit with    
Pastor Jay, or a Stewardship Board member, please contact the church.  With your faithfulness to Bethlehem’s mission, we know we 

will continue to proclaim the vital and life changing gospel for years to come!  ~ Pr. Jay 

The Bethlehem Star          June 2018The Bethlehem Star          June 2018The Bethlehem Star          June 2018The Bethlehem Star          June 2018    

June Monthly Mission Project:   

Global Health Ministries 

During the month of June, we at Bethlehem impact the volunteer-powered organization of Global Health Ministries (GHM) located 
in Fridley, MN.  At their large warehouse, they receive, organize, and ship needed and requested medical supplies around the globe 
as a witness of the love of Christ.  The supplies we gather offer health care for some of the world’s poor and vulnerable people.  As in 
past years, Bethlehem supports GHM financially and collects usable medical equipment of all kinds — crutches, canes, wheelchairs, 
leg and arm supports, and other medical equipment.  In addition, we at Bethlehem gather and assemble newborn kits, which are      

delivered to GHM by our church each year.  Since we began this project in 1994, we are now approaching the delivery of 9,500 kits. 

Please consider generous monetary support for GHM to cover the cost of shipping the supplies in sea containers to those who have 
made requests and been approved.  Make checks payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church and write “Global Health Ministries” on the 

memo line.   

In addition to medical equipment, items needed for the newborn kits are 0-3 month size onesies, short shirts, small caps, lightweight 
bath towels, receiving blankets, and bars of white Ivory soap.  We purchase the washcloths, cloth diapers, and pins.  Please place the 

donated items and supplies in the box below or near the mission table in the narthex.   

Thank you, and God bless you.  ~ Community & Global Missions Board 



 

 

Blood Drive Blood Drive Blood Drive Blood Drive     
at Bethlehemat Bethlehemat Bethlehemat Bethlehem    
August 28 August 28 August 28 August 28     

in Grounds for Joyin Grounds for Joyin Grounds for Joyin Grounds for Joy    

Here are the “highlights” of the Bethlehem Council meeting held on        
May 15. Meeting minutes are posted on the BLC website 
www.blcmankato.org and are also available in a church office notebook. 

Visit with Council members with questions and concerns! 

Financial Status: Good news!! April 30 general fund balance is 
+$1,500 compared to March 31 deficit of  -$13,480.37. 

Geronimo Solar Credit: $2,262.21 has been received as annual solar 
energy credit. 

Farewell & Thank You: Jim Christensen, Mark Woelfel, and Greg   
Nelson were thanked for their service on the Council as they end 
their terms as President, Treasurer, and Member-at-Large           
respectively. New members will be Wendy Keenan, Diana Olson, 
and Derek Brown. 

Approval of Finance Committee Member:  Roxanne Skane appointed 
to Finance Committee. 

2018 Mortgage Pledge Campaign: Letter mailed asking members to 
extend previous Blessings & Beyond pledges and to ask new     
members to pledge. Goal is to raise additional $$ for future      
mortgage payments.  

Mission Investment Fund Mortgage Revision:  Revision of BLC 
mortgage paperwork completed. Monthly payment reduced to 
$8,200, with mortgage payoff scheduled for 2039. 

Personnel: Linda Frederick hired for Family Faith Formation Assistant 
temporary position for last 2 weeks in August & 1st week in       
September. Junior Bell Choir Director candidate declined offered 
position after interview. Another candidate has been contacted. 
Annual lay staff reviews organized for June-July with Personnel 
members to work with Pastor Jay. Sexual harassment training for 
BLC pastors, lay staff, & board/committee members is being     
arranged. 

BLC Emergency Response Plan: Look for June STAR informational 
letter to congregation (see page 4). 

2017 Financial Review: Completed with no major issues. Written     
report to be completed. 

June Leadership Retreat: Council and board/committee members   
invited to attend annual leadership retreat on Monday, June 4, from 
5:30 – 7:45 p.m. with focus on evangelism. 

Synod Assembly: Positive feedback from Carrol Meyers-Dobler, Dave 
Hageman, Bob Ihrig, and Pastor Jay. “Global Congregation” theme 
emphasized with mission connections to Tanzania, South Sudan, 

and Colombia.  BLC Fair Trade Committee successful with sales. 

Thank you for the     

wonderful celebration 

for my Jr. Gospbells     

directing.  It was greatly 

appreciated! Also, thank 

you to the committee; 

you did a wonderful job!  

My “Bethlehem Family” 

has been so supportive 

all of these years! 

Thank you for the cards, gift cards, well 

wishes, and the lovely wind chimes (from 

Bethlehem).  I have loved directing the bells 

and being a part of the children’s lives.  I will 

miss it!  ~ Shirley Ruby 

Thank you to those who Thank you to those who Thank you to those who Thank you to those who 

walked for ALS on May 5, walked for ALS on May 5, walked for ALS on May 5, walked for ALS on May 5, 

and to those who       and to those who       and to those who       and to those who       

contributed financially.  contributed financially.  contributed financially.  contributed financially.  

It raises awareness of It raises awareness of It raises awareness of It raises awareness of 

the disease, and the the disease, and the the disease, and the the disease, and the 

hope for a cure.  Thank you for your love and hope for a cure.  Thank you for your love and hope for a cure.  Thank you for your love and hope for a cure.  Thank you for your love and 

caring for us so much.  caring for us so much.  caring for us so much.  caring for us so much.      

~ Pastor Don & Bonnie Roberts~ Pastor Don & Bonnie Roberts~ Pastor Don & Bonnie Roberts~ Pastor Don & Bonnie Roberts    
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Council Corner 

SUNSHINE, GOOD FRIENDS, 

GREAT DAY – ALS WALK 

Thanks to all who participated in or donated to the 

ALS Walk.  It was a beautiful day to be outside and 

even more beautiful to see the turnout.  We know 

what’s important and we do something about it.    

WE ARE A GREAT GROUP OF PEOPLE!  And the 

total amount raised at this walk greatly exceeded 

expectations – WE WENT OVER THE TOP AGAIN! 



 

 

 

 

We’re headed on a Rolling River Rampage  

as we seek a God-filled adventure together!  

If you haven’t yet, get registered for a fun week together ASAP. 

Our online registration form can be found on Facebook or on our 

website. Preschool-6th grade kids are invited to register! Middle 

school and high school youth are needed to help lead. Connect 

with Anna Wencl, Sarah Morgan, or Christa Stock with questions! 

 

New to VBS this year!  VBS Music Camp will be 

held each night from 4:45-5:30 p.m. before VBS      

begins. This camp is optional and open to all      

VBS attendees. Sign up your child or grandchild in 

the VBS registration form. Laurie Rossow will be 

teaching kids to play instruments and learn the VBS 

music we’ll learn all week! 

We welcome Christa Stock as our temporary 

Family Faith Formation Assistant for the 

summer! Christa will be with us over the summer 

as Pastor Collette is on sabbatical and Sarah takes 

time away with her family until Rally Day! 

 

 

Houston, here we come!  6 youth from Bethlehem and 5 from Grace 

and Redeemer will be headed to the ELCA Youth Gathering June 26-

July 2.  Hold us in your prayers! For those going on the trip, please 

make sure you join us for our final meeting on June 20 at 5:30 

p.m. at Bethlehem. Each youth needs at least one parent with them! 

T h e  2 0 1 8  E n d o w m e n t  F u n d              

scholarships will be presented at the 

9:45 service on Sunday, June 3.  All 

applicants are encouraged to receive 

their scholarships at that time.  Parents 

can accept their child's scholarship if the 

student is unable to attend.  Contact   

Susan Brown (387-2976) if you have 

questions. 

Family Faith Formation Ministry 

Anna Wencl, Family Faith Formation Ministry Director  ~  annawencl@hickorytech.net 



 

 

Those who love their life will lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.   

~  John 12:25 

Love and hate are compared and contrasted in this verse.  We are not to hate ourselves.  When Jesus was asked to 
name the greatest commandment, the second one he listed was, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  (Mark 12:31)    
To be able to love our neighbors as ourselves, we must first be able to love ourselves.  Jesus went to the cross 
because he loved us.  He died on the cross to forgive us our sins.  Later in the passage, Jesus told the disciples that he 
must die to save the world.  As Jesus loves us, we honor him by loving God, our neighbors, and ourselves.  Here is 

where the comparison sets in. 

Jesus said that whoever loves his life in this world will lose it.  In Mark 12:30, Jesus said that the greatest 
commandment is “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength.”  We were created for a relationship with God through Christ.  That is what our whole being is 
created to do.  Nothing else will fill that emptiness for us.  For example, if we find our value in stock markets or 
wealth, we will be despondent every time we are denied a raise or if there is a stock market correction.  These are 
reasonable concerns.  We have an empty space if we do not have a relationship with God through Christ.  If we place 
our value in popularity, we are empty every time someone speaks against us.  A relationship with God leads to 

eternal life.   Why?  Because of Jesus’ resurrection.  Seek first a relationship with God through Christ.  

Pastor Don’s Devotion 

 

Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989-1996.  He was diagnosed  

with ALS/Lou Gehrig's disease in 1995 and continues to be an inspiration of life and  

faith to our congregation. 

Dear Bethlehem Members and Friends: 

Because of several high-profile incidents, particularly the shooting at a Texas church in November, the Church Council and I reached out 
to Mankato Public Safety to determine the best way for us to keep our members and visitors safe.   What we heard from Sgt. Justin       
Neumann on March 14 both reassured us and challenged us.   Sgt. Neumann reminded us that you have a 0.000026% chance of being   
involved in a mass shooting.   Your chances of being struck by lightning are actually greater at 0.00033%.   In over eight years as your 
pastor, we have not once had to call the police because of an unruly or dangerous member or visitor.  So, we want to avoid being fearful 

and creating unnecessary barriers to being a welcoming community to everyone.  

We also must take every reasonable measure to prevent or respond in case the unthinkable occurs. Whenever we have any type of        
emergency, our first concern is the safety and well-being of our members, staff and visitors. I have asked the Facilities Board to implement 
the steps Sgt. Neumann suggested to improve our building security with minimal effort and cost.   I also want to assure you that being so 
close to the Public Safety Headquarters means a prompt response, as we have found out when we have dialed 911 for a medical           

emergency.      

What can you do in case of an emergency? 

*Notify the pastors, ushers, or music director in an emergency, even if it interrupts a worship service. 
*Call or text 911 immediately. Explain the situation and identify the location in the building. 
*Be aware of the building exits and evacuate orderly, but urgently, should the need arise. 

 

What should you do if you’re concerned about someone in the building who might be unsafe? 

*You can ask them if they are ok, and if they would like to talk to a pastor.  Sometimes a friendly intervention and expression of     
concern might be exactly what a person needs. 

*If a person is frightening to you in some way, Sgt. Neumann told us to trust our instincts and immediately dial or text 911.             
Explain to the dispatcher your concern and wait for public safety to intervene.  You do not have to be specially authorized            
to make this call. 

*Tell the pastors, ushers, or music director about your concern. 
*The FBI video titled “Run, Hide, Fight” is a helpful guide in how to respond to an armed intruder.  This can be found on You Tube 

for your review. 
 

What should you do if there is a medical emergency? 

*Once again, call or text 911 immediately and tell the pastors, ushers, or music director. 
*If it is a heart attack, remember the AED device that is located behind the kiosk in the narthex.  When you open the case, there is a          

recorded message that instructs how to use it.   
*We also have members of Bethlehem who have CPR training and healthcare careers.   Please ask for help if you are having a medical 

emergency or one happens near you. 
 

Our mission is to be a welcoming church that offers a safe and open place to grow in Christ, love our neighbors, and serve God’s world.  
Thanks for your part in helping Bethlehem to be welcoming and secure.  ~ Pr. Jay                 



 

 

Russ & Dee Ahlstrom 

Rae Allan 

Beverly Alley 

Craig & Debbie Anderson 

John & Marilyn Biedscheid 

Sue Carlson 

Eileen Dalluge 

Joan Eichers 

Deb Gruhlke 

James & Kari Halbur 

Ross Hall 

Simon & Dawn Hernandez 

Bob Ihrig 

Ellen Morrow 

Nancy Mott 

Lavon Mutch 

Pat Nelson 

Dave & Shelley Pettis 

Gary & Amanda Pipes 

Dennis & Karen Sandersfeld 

Carl & Rita Schoenstedt 

Charlie Summers 

Ann Thorkelson 

Rosie Throldahl 

Karen Watschke 

Shirley Wold 

Marilyn Wolner 

FAIR TRADE NEWS 

Welcome, warm weather!!!!   

Fair Trade had a presence at 

the ELCA Assembly on May 4ELCA Assembly on May 4ELCA Assembly on May 4ELCA Assembly on May 4    

and 5and 5and 5and 5  at the Verizon Center.  

Products for sale included    

coffee, tea, chocolate in many 

forms, soups, olive oil, and 

cookie mixes, plus a variety of craft/jewelry items. 

Sales were very good.  I would say that Lutherans 

are very knowledgeable about Fair Trade and     

REALLY like their chocolate and coffee!  BilumsBilumsBilumsBilums    

(bags of different sizes for carrying anything from 

groceries to kids) from Papua, New GuineaPapua, New GuineaPapua, New GuineaPapua, New Guinea, , , , and 

beans (soups, mixes, and jellybeans) from the   

Women’s Bean ProjectWomen’s Bean ProjectWomen’s Bean ProjectWomen’s Bean Project    in Denver were included in 

our inventory for this sale.  There will be more  

information on these projects in a later article. We 

have some new flavors of coffee (like toffee caramel) 

along with the standard ones everyone seems to like.  

Only a limited number of chocolate bars are left at 

this time.  Remember, get your Fair Trade favorites 

in the church office anytime the office is open.    

The price list is on the counter, and the wooden 

payment box is on the top shelf.  The “Cart” will be 

back in the narthex on the second Sunday of each 

month starting again in September. 

Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you to the members of the Fair Trade    

committee — Sharon McDougall, Barb Girtz, Jolene 

Beckel, and Bridget Poole Padilla — for all you did 

to make the event a success. Thanks also Thanks also Thanks also Thanks also to Jan 

Boyum, Sandy Kuper, Karen Sandersfeld, Nicole 

Wamma, Mary Wagner, Metone Wamma, Ray    

Beckel, and Ron Poole for additional help selling, 

setting up, and transporting all of the Fair Trade 

merchandise for our first Assembly appearance.  

Have a good summer!  ~ Etta Poole~ Etta Poole~ Etta Poole~ Etta Poole 

June Serving Group     
Chair:  Pat Bengtson (625-4625)        Co-Chair:  Kelli Woelfel (327-6187)  

Save the date!  Save the dateSave the date!  Save the dateSave the date!  Save the dateSave the date!  Save the date!!!!    

For Nordic Bazaar #98!For Nordic Bazaar #98!For Nordic Bazaar #98!For Nordic Bazaar #98!    

November 7November 7November 7November 7    is the dayis the dayis the dayis the day    

To shop and eat To shop and eat To shop and eat To shop and eat ————        hip hip hooray!!!hip hip hooray!!!hip hip hooray!!!hip hip hooray!!!    

Lots of big changes are in storeLots of big changes are in storeLots of big changes are in storeLots of big changes are in store    

With bargains found near ev’ry door.With bargains found near ev’ry door.With bargains found near ev’ry door.With bargains found near ev’ry door.    

More info’s coming in JulyMore info’s coming in JulyMore info’s coming in JulyMore info’s coming in July    

So stay tuned So stay tuned So stay tuned So stay tuned ————    ‘til then, bye bye!‘til then, bye bye!‘til then, bye bye!‘til then, bye bye!    

Have you started your 
spring cleaning?         

Are you downsizing?      
Do you have purses, 

jewelry, scarves, gloves, 
etc. that you know you 
will never wear again?                                     

I WILL TAKE THEM!!!! 
Just give me a call or drop them off 
at church in a box or bag marked 
“Accessorize Yourself, Nordic        

Bazaar”.  We want new and exciting 
merchandise for our booth.         
Thank you for your help!                 

Call Betty Groth at 387-2401. 
 

We also need items in good            
condition for the Elephant’s Trunk 

and your used books that are            
in good shape. 



 

 

6/3 9:45 Susan 
Weinberger 

8 Nancy  
Rorem 

Frank 
Larsen 

Karla 
Van Lith 

Jim & Marcia 
Nagel 

Tom & Betty 
Sanger 

Sue Thul & Gail 
Christensen 

6/10 9:45 Mary Beth 
Royer 

2 Al  
Girtz 

Levi 
Janssen 

Eric 
Forcier 

Al & Barb 
Girtz 

Eunice & Florence 
Sassenberg 

Scott & Kami 
Matteson 

6/17 9:45 Karen 
Sandersfeld 

3 Tim 
Peterson 

Tammy 
Dahlvang 

Jack 
Halvorson 

Gordy & Marilyn 
Larson 

Sally Burdick & 
Bonnie Torgerson 

Tom & Betty 
Sanger 

6/24 9:45 Jack 
Halvorson 

4 Gordy 
Larson 

Holly 
Meyer 

Jane 
Sletta 

Jim & Gail 
Christensen 

Bob Singelstad & 
Carl Schoenstedt 

Eunice & Florence 
Sassenberg 

Date   Time      Reader    Usher        Communion Assistants                 Greeters          Comm.  Set-up          Coffee 

June 3        9:45—Tim Heiser 

June 10      9:45—Randy Wood   

June 17       9:45—Levi Janssen 

June 24      9:45—John Wingert 

    

    

SOUNDSOUNDSOUNDSOUND    

TECHNICIANSTECHNICIANSTECHNICIANSTECHNICIANS    

The	 Sioux	 Trails	 Chapter	 of	 the										

American	Guild	of	Organists	will	present	

its	 annual	 summer	 noontime	 organ									

recitals	 each	 Tuesday	 at	 12:10	 p.m.	 from	

June	 12	 through	 August	 14	 in	 Mankato.		

Locations	 include	 Sts.	 Peter	 and	 Paul				

Catholic	 Church	 (6/12	 –	 6/26),	 Christ	 the	

King	 Lutheran	 Church	 (7/3	 –	 7/17),	 and	

Bethlehem	Lutheran	Church	(7/24	–	8/14).		

Each	recital	is	free.		For	more	information,	

visit	www.agosiouxtrails.org.			

At	Sts.	Peter	&	Paul	Catholic	Church:	

June	12	--	Grace	Kunkel	

June	19	–	Craig	Hirschmann										

June	26	--	Emily	Bru7lat	
	

At	Christ	the	King	Lutheran:	

July	3	--	David	Mertesdorf	

July	10	--		Chad	Winterfeldt	

July	17	--	Garrett	Steinberg	
	

At	Bethlehem	Lutheran:	

July	24	–	David	Lim	

July	31	–	Sean	Connolly	

August	7	--	Kraig	Windschitl	

August	14	--	Christine	Schulz	

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTS    

Summer Special MusicSummer Special MusicSummer Special MusicSummer Special Music    

Anyone interested in sharing their musical 

gifts this summer during worship should 

contact Laurie Rossow at 507-779-9114 or 

1jam@hickorytech.net.  We’re looking for 

vocalists and instrumentalists, soloists,   

duets, trios, and ensembles —  any group is 

welcome! 

Thank you to EVERYONE who gave their time 

and shared their talent to enhance our      

music ministry here at Bethlehem this year.  

Special thanks to the individuals who are a 

part of these groups:  Bethlehem Brass,            

Bethlehem Gospbells, Junior Gospbells, 

Voices in Praise Choir, and our two            

contemporary bands.   



 

 

    

SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY    MONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAY    TUETUETUETUESDAYSDAYSDAYSDAY    WEDWEDWEDWEDNESDAYNESDAYNESDAYNESDAY    THUTHUTHUTHURSDAYRSDAYRSDAYRSDAY    FRIFRIFRIFRIDAYDAYDAYDAY    SATSATSATSATURDAYURDAYURDAYURDAY    

        1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Office closes at noon 

 

Office closes at noon 

 

 

10:30 am-Grief group 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 
 

        
 

7 am-Bible Study 

8:30 am-Quilters 
1 pm-Library Comm. 
7 pm-Nurses’ Support 
Panel  

5:30 pm-retreat 
for boards and 

committees 
 

 

 

Vacation Bible 
School through 
June 14 — see pg. 
3 for schedule 

6:30 pm—Life 
in the Spirit; 
Lincoln Park 

Association 

VBS 

 

 

9 am—Coffee in GFJ 
9:45 — Worship 

Set up for VBS 

       Father’s Day 

 

9 am—Coffee in GFJ 
9:45 — Worship 

    
Set up for VBS  

         
7 am-Bible Study 

10 am-PUSH in GFJ 
 

VBS 

 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 

      

3:30 pm-Women’s 
Spiritual Book Group 

 

VBS 

 

 

9 am—Coffee in GFJ 
9:45 — Worship 

God has cast our confessed sins into 

the depths of the sea, and he’s even 

put a “No Fishing” sign over the spot.  

~ D.L. Moody 

 

 

9 am—Coffee in GFJ 
9:45 — Worship 

6 pm-Children’s Board 

 

   

 

Office closes at noon 

 

 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 

10:30 am-Community 
& Global Missions 
 

Office closes at noon 

 

June  2018June  2018June  2018June  2018    

     7 am-Bible Study 

8:30 am-Quilters  
9 am-School kit assembly 

1 pm-Library Comm., 
communion at Old Main 

 

 

7 am-Bible Study 

Youth trip to Houston    
      through July 2 

A Flash of Perspective 
If summer storms make you or 
a loved one nervous, the     
perspective one mom offered 
her young son might help.   
 
Though lightning can be     
harmful, God created it for 
good: the powerful electricity 
converts unusable nitrogen to 

nitrate, which plants need for growth and human bodies use    
to produce proteins.  The boy was still uncertain, so Mom     
continued.  “Did you know there’s lightning in heaven?” (See 
the description of John’s vision in Revelation 4:5.) “And nothing 
in heaven can hurt,” said the boy, catching on. 
 
Mom added, “Plus, lightning reminds me that Jesus is coming. 
Matthew (24:27, NIV) says, ‘As lightning that comes from the 
east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son 
of Man.’” 
  
This summer, as lightning brightens the sky, reassure yourself — 
or a child — of lightning’s purpose and wonder. 
  
—Based on “I’m Afraid of Thunder and Lightning,” Family Time 
Story Devotions  



 

 

9:45 a.m.  
 

The 9:45 a.m. Sunday service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m.  

on KTOE 1420 AM / KTOE 102.7 FM. 
 

Visit our website or Facebook page and listen to  

Sunday services online! 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENT:::: 

Bethlehem is an inviting community that is growing in Christ, 

loving our neighbors, and serving God’s world. 
 

The deadline for submitting articles for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

(507) 388-2925 

blchurch@hickorytech.net 

 

Pastor Jay Dahlvang:  507-469-3792  

pastorjay@hickorytech.net 
 

Pastor Collette Broady Grund   

 

@bethlehem.mankato 


