
 

 

Living Into God’s Call 

Last year, we completed our strategic visioning and planning process and approved it 

at the November semi-annual meeting.  In listening to the Holy Spirit, the community, 
and one another, we discerned six goals for our life together.  As your pastors, what 

was best about the process and the outcome was that these were not the six goals we 

would have chosen for Bethlehem had we done this work only ourselves.   
 

While churches are notoriously good at planning, we are not always so successful in 

making these words take flesh and live among us.  In early June, at our annual 

leadership retreat with all boards and committees, we discussed strategies and asked 

for specific commitments from each leader to meet these strategic goals over the next 

four years.   Like God’s children, each goal is unique and requires a different approach 

as we anticipate the Holy Spirit bringing them to life among us.  Below are some 

concrete plans to address each goal in the coming program year. 
 

Goal 1:  We will develop a comprehensive ministry with families that engages 

children and equips parents to raise their children in faith.   
We will connect more families in small groups (see goal 3 below). We will redevelop 

5th-9th grade curricula to be more cohesive, including planning for and encouraging 
active participation by our youth in worship, especially on Wednesday night.  We will 

continue growth in Bethlehem youth and families going to camp.  Finally, and perhaps 

most importantly, we will support Anna as Family Faith Formation Director to ensure 

continuity and excellence in ministry. 
 

Goal 2:  We will partner with Connections Ministry, LSS/The Reach, other 

churches, and community partners to address the needs of the downtown Mankato 

community. 
In this goal we have already accomplished the most, and it is perhaps the most organic 

of the six strategic plan goals.   Bethlehem’s participation in the rotating Connections 

Shelter, which will open in October, is a great example of this goal coming to life.     

We will also form a group to explore the possibility of extending the Wednesday night 

dinner through the summer months to meet the needs of community members 

experiencing food insecurity.  This summer meal would likely be smaller in numbers 

served and draw from a different volunteer base than our current Wednesday night 

suppers. 
 

Goal 3:  We will develop purposeful small groups with the intent of strengthening 

relationships among Bethlehem members, and guide all current and new members to 

participation in at least one small group. 

In August, we will invite a wide array of Bethlehem members to form new small 

groups for six conversations meant to strengthen our relationship with God and our 

relationships with each other.  These groups will be lay led and are meant to last only 

for the coming school year. We will also build on the success of the Eve Circle 

(formerly Mom’s Circle) by forming another circle of young mothers, as well as a new 

dad’s group.  We will begin cataloging and promoting our existing small groups. 
 

Goal 4:  We will transform our leadership structure to equip members to be the 

primary leaders with responsibility for all Bethlehem ministries except Word and 

Sacrament. 

We pray for and support leaders with heart who are informed, empowered, and free to 

do ministry and mission on our behalf.  We will recognize these leaders and tell their 

story.   In the next year, we will begin an overview and reformation of our constitution.  

In coming years, we will review our organizational structure so that it supports rather 

than inhibits ministry.    
                                                                   (continued on page 4)               
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Anniversary Historical Book 

Available 

A special 35-page anniversary 
history of Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church is available to members 
interested in learning more about 
and celebrating our 150 years as 
a congregation. Spearheaded by 
anniversary committee member 
Bryce Stenzel and volunteer 
M a r t h a  L i n d b e r g ,  v i t a l            
information and pictures from 
our past and present were     
gathered and organized to tell our 
story. For a suggested donation 
of $5 to help defray the           
publication costs, members may 
obtain a book in the church     
office.  



 

 
Fellowship News 

Celebrate with  

Our Former Pastors! 

As part of the Bethlehem 150th 

Anniversary Celebration, the 

planning committee has invited  

former pastors to join us to 

preach and celebrate this     

milestone in our history.  We 

are pleased to report that the following pastors 

have accepted our invitation for the following 

dates:  

July 16       Pr. Norman Olsen 

August 20      Pr. Mary Iverson 

October 15      Pr. Duane Salness 

November 12        Prs. Steve & Debbie Ohrtman 

November 19      Pr. Paul Meierding 

Everyone loves a parade!  Join us as we    

continue to celebrate our 150th year at   

Bethlehem as we participate in the North 

Mankato Fun Days parade on Saturday,     

July 8, at 11:00 a.m.  Our Wednesday night 

band will share their music along the parade 

route.  Anyone interested in walking along 

the route can sign up on the sheet on the 

counter outside the church office.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Laurie 

Rossow at 507-779-9114 or by e-mail at 

1jam@hickorytech.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The family of Arlene Stenzel wishes to    

express a heartfelt “thank you” to all of you 

who prayed for our mother, visited her at 

Hillcrest, sent enumerable expressions of 

sympathy, made phone calls, sent memorials, 

and/or attended her funeral service at   

Woodland Hills on June 1.  Your expressions 

of love and support are much appreciated. 

Sincerely, Bryce and Laurie Stenzel 

Bethlehem is looking 

forward to the return of 

our missionaries from 

Tanzania, Dr. Mark & 

Linda Jacobson. Mark 

your calendars for 

Wednesday, July 5.  

We will begin in Grounds for Joy with a potluck      

dinner at 5 p.m. followed by a short worship    

service from 6 - 6:30 and a Q & A session from 
6:30 - 7:30.  We have invited Messiah Lutheran to 
join us in celebrating the Jacobsons’ return.  

Please bring a dish to pass.  Beverages and        

dinnerware will be provided. 

Do you have purses, jewelry, scarves, gloves, 
etc. that you know you will never wear 
again?  I WILL TAKE THEM!!!  Just give me 
a call or drop them off at church in a box or 
bag marked “Accessorize Yourself, Nordic        
Bazaar.” We want new and exciting          
merchandise for our booth. Call Betty Groth 
at 387-2401.   Thank you for your help!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School: July 24-27 
Kids and families — join us for a week of fun  

as we gather each evening to learn, explore, and grow in faith.  
This year's theme is the Maker Fun Factory.  Together we'll discover     

how we are all "built by God and created for a purpose.”  
Register today by visiting blcmankato.org/children. 

 

 We need plenty of adults and youth to make VBS happen!  If you have   

any specific ways you'd like to volunteer, please e-mail Anna at 
annawencl@hickorytech.net. 

 

VBS Meal Helpers Needed  
We're planning to serve a meal for families attending VBS but need your 

help to do so!  Please connect with Pr. Collette if you're able to help.  

 

CSI Week: August 6-10 

6th-12th graders are invited to join our youth-led local       
service week!  We’re planning to serve Monday thru      

Thursday visiting a variety of local organizations               

that could use our service.  Parents and youth, look for more 

information on how to register in an e-mail to come in July! 
We’ll also need adults to help with meals and driving.           

If you’re able to help, connect with Anna! 
 

Let's Celebrate: Bethlehem Kids Head to Camp! 
Ten of our children and youth will be headed to Good Earth Village and Green Lake Bible camps this 

summer. May God bless them and keep them during this great faith-building experience! 
 

Mark Your Calendars:  Rally Day! 
We'll kick off another year of programming on Sunday,         

September 10, with an intergenerational service project.       

Look for more details in July, but plan to join us! 

Family Faith Formation Ministry 

Anna Wencl, Family Faith Formation Ministry Director  ~  annawencl@hickorytech.net 

Mark Your Calendars!!!  97th Annual Nordic Bazaar 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

 

If you are downsizing and wish to donate some items 

to the bazaar, bring them to the front entrance and 

place your boxes by the coat racks in the narthex.       

If you have jewelry or scarves, drop them off in the 

office and they will be picked up weekly.                    

We are looking forward to  

another successful bazaar at Bethlehem!! 



 

 

Living Into God’s Call (continued from page 1) 
 
 

Goal 5:  We will emphasize evangelism that reaches out to the community, invites participation in the mission of 

Bethlehem, and creates a welcoming atmosphere.     
On this goal, we have the farthest to go, and our plan to fulfill the intent of the goal will be dynamic and evolving.   We will 

work on telling faith stories this year by recording the testimonies of at least 12 members to be shown as short videos during 

worship.  We will begin exploring the process for becoming a Reconciling in Christ church. We will also explore new 

marketing and branding tools that will shine our light more brightly in the community.      
 
Goal 6:  We will strengthen our lay care ministry to be primarily responsible for hospital and shut-in visitation.     

This goal means reconvening, retraining, and adding to the Care Ministry Team, empowering them to keep track of members 

needing home communion and other types of care.  This team will become an official board/committee of the church, both to 

elevate the importance of this ministry as well as to ensure continuity of care for our members.  We will begin systematically 

praying for Bethlehem families and individuals in worship this fall as we already do for fellow congregations and global 

mission partners.   
  
~ Pr. Jay and Pr. Collette 

...His anger is but for a moment; His favor is for a lifetime.   

Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning. ~ Psalm 30:5 
 

We weep for legitimate reasons.  Life is not fair.  Sometimes unfair things 
happen to us.  There is evil in the world.  My illness is an example of 
unfairness.  Things happen that are not the perfect will of God.  These 
things happen because of worldwide sin.  It may not be our particular sin 
causing the evil in our lives.  It may be the sin present in the world.  
Because of the sin in the world, and the sin in us, we crucified the Son of 
God.  In his death and resurrection, he took the burden of sin and guilt 
from us.  This shows that God takes evil and unfairness and turns it into 
good.  “He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, 
will he not with him also give us everything else?”  (Romans 8:32)    

“...But joy comes with the morning.”  Why?  Jesus was raised from the dead.  He will raise us also on the last day.  As 
Jesus told his disciples, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also.”  (John 14:3)  Sometimes, because of life’s unfairness, we find that our faith grows 
weak.  That has happened to me.  There is a song that says in part, “Because he lives, I can face tomorrow…”  We 
can, indeed, face tomorrow.  We can be optimistic people.  Joy comes with the morning! 

Pastor Don’s Devotion 

Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989-1996.  He was diagnosed with 

ALS/Lou Gehrig's disease in 1995 and continues to be an inspiration of life and faith to our congregation. 

Reconnect with the Olsens on July 16 

Pastors Norman P. Olsen and his son, Andrew Hermodson-Olsen, will be featured at our July 16 Sunday service.  Andrew will preach and 

share Norm’s written message with us.  Norman and his wife, Ramona, served Bethlehem from June 1981 until January 1989.  Previously, 

they served in Cyrus, Benson, Glencoe, and Luverne.  Following his ministry with us, Norman ministered in Lester Prairie and as a part-time 
Synod minister.  Upon retirement, they retired to the family farm in Starbuck.  Norman has served as a substitute preacher and authored     

prayers, worship materials, and hymns, including “When Seed Falls on Good Soil.”  He enjoys hunting, fishing, writing, woodworking, and 

spending time with family and friends.  The Olsens are the parents of four children: Peter, Andrew, Stephanie, and Jennifer.  Andrew and   

Jennifer were both married at Bethlehem, and Andrew was ordained in our sanctuary.  The Olsens have 13 grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren and remain active at their home church.  Andrew was ordained at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 30 years ago.  He married      
Rosine Hermodson that same summer.  Together they left for Frederick, South Dakota, where Andrew served in a parish.  He then served at 
Glenwood Lutheran Church, MN.  For the last 18 years, Pastor Andrew has served Grace Lutheran Church in Brownton, MN.  Andrew and 
Rosine have five children and revel in the joy of their two grandchildren. They are thankful for God’s call to live and work in the Christian 

community and to be witnesses in the world.  



 

 

Sandra Abild 
Ollie Anderson 
Wally & Brenda Boyer 
Leonard Braun 
Kris Doering 
Jeffrey & Kari Edwards 
Yevonne Flatgard 

Roberta Ganske 
Ronald & Sharon Hawker 
Alice Kollos 
Marian Kvam 
Joan Langlie 
Frank & Ardie Larsen 
Maria Larson 

Don Miller 
Newt Moen   
Kevin & Holly Nevills 
Bruce & Mary Beth Royer 
Shirley Ruby 
Helen Schwanke 
Joyce Styve 

 

There will be a blood 

drive in Grounds for Joy 

on Tuesday, August 29, 

from 1-6 p.m. 

Success!!!  That’s the outcome of the 150th Anniversary 
Project – a van for VINE.  Wonderful!!!  Halfway through 
the Blessings & Beyond capital campaign, pledges are being 
met and additional principal pay-downs have been made.  
On the other hand, the general fund deficit has grown 
again to $27,900 by the end of May.  Member envelope 
giving is at 88% of budget, or $26,300 behind budget.  
Please remember that member giving includes pledged 
amounts as well as contributions from those who choose 
not to pledge.  It takes a whole congregation to support a 
church.  Please consider prayerfully your contributions as 
we pass the mid-year point.  And, as always, thank you for 
your continuing support of the mission & ministry of   
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. ~ Elizabeth Ruiz 

July Serving Group          Chair:  Ginger Erlandson (278-3007)       Co-Chair:  Jean Bender (243-4453)  

Monthly Mission Project for July:  Lutheran World Relief School Kits 

Financial Report 

WITH THANKS FOR YOUR GIFT 

At the dinner celebrating our 150th                  
anniversary, a gift of $24,000 was given to 
VINE – Faith in Action to purchase a van to 
enhance the transportation availability for the 
underserved in Mankato.   We are so thankful 
that you responded to the request to bring this 
mission project to fruition.  Soon, you will see 
it around town with the Bethlehem anniversary 
logo on the driver's side.  It announces our 
generosity and our commitment to serve the 
Mankato community.   Thanks again. 

persons are beneficiaries who receive LWR kits, 
quilts, and baby care kits in 16 countries. Dollars 
are needed to send them.  Our gifts will get them 
to where they can most vitally be used.  Thanks 
for your generosity to make this happen. 
 

~ Your Community and Global Missions Board 

This year, our church will send 10,000 school 
kits to LWR, which will forward them to children 
in Africa, South America, and eastern Europe.   
They will become a part of the 200,000 kits   
distributed to kids who would otherwise not 
have the school supplies they need.  LWR also 
distributes many of the quilts made by our ladies 
on Tuesday mornings.  Some 500 million        



 

 

7/2 9:45 Sally 
Burdick 

8 Karen 
Sandersfeld 

Dennis 
Sandersfeld 

 Wally & Brenda 
Boyer 

Eunice & Florence 
Sassenberg 

Gary & 
Amanda 
Pipes 

7/9 9:45 Lois 
Anderson 

2 Mary 
Bliesmer 

Need 
volunteer! 

 Gordy &      
Marilyn Larson 

Sally Burdick & 
Lisa Kohn 

7/16 9:45 Matt 
Drewitz 

3 Confirm. 
student 

Jeannie 
Phillips 

Casey 
Rose 

Jim & Gail 
Christensen 

Bob Singelstad & 
Carl Schoenstedt 

Tom & Betty 
Sanger 

7/23 9:45 Mary 
Bliesmer 

4 Levi 
Janssen 

Tammy 
Dahlvang 

 Bob Ihrig & 
Frank Larsen 

Tom & Betty 
Sanger 

Scott &  
Kami 

Matteson 

Frank Larsen 
& Charlie 
Leftridge 

7/30 9:45 David 
Hageman 

5 Frank 
Larsen 

James 
Dahlvang 

 Al & Barb 
Girtz 

Eunice & Florence 
Sassenberg 

Sue Thul & 
Sally  

Burdick 

Date   Time      Reader    Usher        Communion Assistants                 Greeters          Comm.  Set-up         Coffee 

July 2        9:45 — Tim Heiser 

July 9     9:45 — Jeannie Phillips        

July 16      9:45 — Levi Janssen 

July 23                9:45 — Jens Nielsen 

July 30          9:45 — Jill Evenson 

Thank you to the      

following for sharing 

their musical gifts at 

Bethlehem during the 

month of  June:       

Jens Nielsen, Jack 

Halvorson,  Hol ly 

Nevills, Brad Widness, 

Sam Meehan, Charlie 

Leftridge, Christine Schulz, Bethlehem 

Brass, and the MN Valley Sweet     

Adelines. 

The Sioux Trails Chapter of the American 

Guild of Organists will present its annual     

noontime organ recital series through August 15 

in Mankato.  Recitals begin at 12:10 p.m.       

Members of the chapter and regional artists will 

perform a 30-minute recital in two locations:  

Christ the King Lutheran, 222 Pfau Street, and 

Bethlehem Lutheran, 720 South Second Street.                  

Free-will donations will be accepted. For more 
information, please visit www.agosiouxtrails.org. 

 

Through July 18 at Christ the King Lutheran: 

July 4 -- NO RECITAL (holiday) 
July 11 --  David Mertesdorf 
July 18 -- Craig Hirschmann   
 

July 25 – August 15 at Bethlehem Lutheran: 

July 25 -- Emily Bruflat 
August 1 -- Nathan Knutson 
August 8 -- Kraig Windschitl 
August 15 -- Christine Schulz 

SOUNDSOUNDSOUNDSOUND    

TECHNICIANSTECHNICIANSTECHNICIANSTECHNICIANS    

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

If anyone is interested in sharing their musical If anyone is interested in sharing their musical If anyone is interested in sharing their musical If anyone is interested in sharing their musical 

gifts this summer during worship, please     gifts this summer during worship, please     gifts this summer during worship, please     gifts this summer during worship, please     

contact  Laurie Rossow at 507contact  Laurie Rossow at 507contact  Laurie Rossow at 507contact  Laurie Rossow at 507----779779779779----9114 or     9114 or     9114 or     9114 or     

eeee----mail her at 1jam@hickorytech.net.  mail her at 1jam@hickorytech.net.  mail her at 1jam@hickorytech.net.  mail her at 1jam@hickorytech.net.      



 

 

    

SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY    MONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAY    TUETUETUETUESDAYSDAYSDAYSDAY    WEDWEDWEDWEDNESDAYNESDAYNESDAYNESDAY    THUTHUTHUTHURSDAYRSDAYRSDAYRSDAY    FRIFRIFRIFRIDAYDAYDAYDAY    SATSATSATSATURDAYURDAYURDAYURDAY    

         1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

 

Office closes at noon 
 

        
 

 

 

Office closes at noon 

 

5:30 pm-wedding  
               rehearsal 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 
 

7 am-Bible Study 
8:30 am-Quilters 
7 pm-Council, Nurses’ 
Support Panel 

 

       1 pm-Staff mtg. 
3:30 pm-Women’s 
spiritual book club 
6-7:45 pm-VBS 

 

 
 
6:30-8 pm- 
Lincoln Park   
Association in GFJ 

4 pm — Patterson/  
Baumhoefner wedding 

 

 

9 am-coffee in GFJ 

9:45 am-Worship 

9 am-coffee in GFJ 

9:45 am-Worship 

 

 

Youth mission trip 
through July 21 

   1 pm-Staff mtg. 
5 pm-potluck in GFJ 
with the Jacobsons 
6 pm-Worship 
6:30 pm-Q & A session 

  
12:30 pm-Staff 
planning meeting 
3:30 pm-Women’s 
spiritual book club 

9 am-coffee in GFJ 

9:45 am-Worship 

7 am-Bible Study 
12:10-organ recital 
in the sanctuary 
1 pm-Library Comm. 
  6-7:45 pm-VBS 
 

 

9 am-coffee in GFJ 

9:45 am-Worship 

 

June 2, 2017 

 
Dear Friends at Bethlehem Lutheran, 
 
It continues to be a great privilege for VINE to be your partner in caring for the needs of aging adults 
and community members in need.  Your recent contribution of $24,000 to purchase a 2016 Ford 
Transit van exemplifies your commitment to putting faith into action. 
 
Carol Clark and I were honored to attend your recent 150th anniversary celebration.  I was reminded 
of the words of a Catholic Eucharistic prayer that I grew up hearing, “From age to age, God gathers a 
people to Himself, so that from east to west a perfect sacrifice can be made to the glory of His name.” 
 
Bethlehem’s past, present, and future story is a wonderful testimony to the fruit of Christian           
faithfulness and God’s ongoing work through His people.  Thank you for this timely and generous 
contribution to VINE, which is enabling us to assist to help refugees, low-income single parents,     
and other community members without reliable transportation.  We look forward to continuing to 
work with you in the months and years ahead. 
 
God’s choicest blessings, 

Pam DetermanPam DetermanPam DetermanPam Determan    

Executive Director, VINE Faith in Action 

6-7:45 pm-VBS 6-7:45 pm- 
Vacation Bible 
School thru 7/27 

 

July 2017July 2017July 2017July 2017    

 

7 am-Bible Study 
 10 am-PUSH in GFJ 
 10:15 am-Pathstone 
1 pm-Library Comm., 
Comm. at Old Main 
3:30-C & G Missions 
5 pm-Stewardship 
7 pm-Facilities, 
Evang., Personnel 

Office closes at noon 
 
 

 

 

 

9 am-coffee in GFJ 

9:45 am-Worship 

Office closes at noon 
 



 

 

9:45 a.m.  
 

The 9:45 a.m. Sunday service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m.  

on KTOE 1420 AM / KTOE 102.7 FM. 
 

Visit our website or Facebook page  

and listen to Sunday services online! 
 

Our mission statement: 

  Bethlehem is an inviting community that is growing in Christ, 

  loving our neighbors, and serving God’s world. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

(507) 388-2925 

blchurch@hickorytech.net 

@BLCMankato 

 

Pastor Jay Dahlvang:  387-4187  

pastorjay@hickorytech.net 
 

Pastor Collette Broady Grund:  380-3049  

pastorcollette@hickorytech.net 


