
 

 

Becoming a Welcoming Church 

At the end of the interview at Salem Lutheran in Albert Lea, the Call Committee       

invited me to ask questions.  “So, if I become your pastor, I will also be joining the 

church.  Why should I become a member of Salem Lutheran Church?”   It got pretty 

quiet in the room.   A cricket chirped in the corner.    Finally, someone offered, “We are 

a friendly church!” And I remember thinking, “You are on the Call Committee,              

of course you believe your church is friendly.” 

One of our six strategic plan goals is evangelism—becoming an inviting church.     

Starting in July, our Evangelism Committee is going to be using a book called           

Becoming a Welcoming Church.  The author, Thom Ranier, reports that happy guests 

say: 

 -Someone asked to sit with them 

 -People introduced themselves 

 -There were clear signs and a welcome center 

 -The children’s area was clean and secure 

 -Members were not pushy, but genuinely glad to have guests 

 

As part of being a welcoming church, we are beginning the process of appointing a task 

force to consider becoming a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) church.   Briefly, to become a 

RIC church means a declaration of welcome to all people of all sexual orientations and 

gender identities into full participation within the church.  If you would like to serve 

the church by being a part of this leadership group, please let me know. 

 

As I served that church in Albert Lea for seven years, I learned that they were indeed 

friendly, and we welcomed many people to the gospel of Jesus and to the mission and 

ministry we shared.  But friendly people were not the main reason why our newcomers 

felt welcomed.  As others on the Call Committee nodded their heads, affirming that 

they were a friendly church, a young woman gave the answer that convinced me that I 

was called to be their pastor, the reason to join a church.  When I asked why I should 

join their church, she said, “Because God is here!”  I know that is true at Bethlehem, 

too.  ~ Pr. Jay      

School supplies.  Why school supplies?  To the children who receive school kits, these supplies mean the          
difference between getting an education or not.  Public school is usually free, but in the places where Lutheran 
World Relief distributes, even a few required supplies like pens and paper may be more than many families can afford. 
LWR is in the business of delivering these much needed items to 13 countries, places, and people who are without 
them.  Recently they sent 37,000 school kits to Nicaragua and others to Peru, Tanzania, Armenia, and Iraq – to name a 
few.  Pencils, spiral notebooks, erasers, pencil sharpeners — these items are so common for us, but they are basic 
needs to children elsewhere.  Our school kits and quilts are both distributed by Lutheran World Relief.  The some 
8,000 school kits we will assemble and send this year (it was close to 8,000 last year) will become part of this large 
outpouring of aid to our brothers and sisters in Africa and South America.  Each costs over $5.00 to produce.  Will you 
help get them there? Your gifts to this monthly mission project will pay the shipping and will make a big difference!    

~ Community & Global Missions Board 
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July Monthly Mission Project:   

School Kits 

 

 

 

 

 

A great thanks to 51 members/

member families who renewed their 

pledge to Blessings and Beyond, and 

to the 5 members/member families 

pledging for the first time.   It is still 

not too late!  If you need more       

information on how to contribute to 

our mission and ministry by          

supporting building debt reduction, 

contact the church office.       



 

 

Blood Drive Blood Drive Blood Drive Blood Drive     
at Bethlehemat Bethlehemat Bethlehemat Bethlehem    
August 28 August 28 August 28 August 28     

in Grounds for Joyin Grounds for Joyin Grounds for Joyin Grounds for Joy    

Thanks to everyone who has 

made my knee surgery and 

physical therapy go so much  

better!  I appreciate Pastor Jay 

with his calls and visits,        

everyone’s cards, e-mails,       

telephone calls, prayer shawl, 

food delivered, flowers, and so 

many little touches to make my 

day!  Bethlehem is certainly a 

caring church, and I have felt 

the love! Love, Joyce Kamrath 

Connections Ministry 

presents 

A Panel Discussion on 

Mankato Homelessness 

 

July 19 at 7 p.m. 

Centenary United Methodist Church 

501 South Cherry Street 

Mankato, MN 

 

See Connections Ministry on 

Facebook for more information. 

Thank you for all the wonderful 

cards, kind words of sympathy, 

and remembrances after the    

passing of Marjory Poole, Ron's 

mother, on May 1.  At 108 years 

of age, she was ready to go on to the next life with her      

Savior.  She is resting in peace. 

~ Ron and Etta Poole~ Ron and Etta Poole~ Ron and Etta Poole~ Ron and Etta Poole 

Mark Your Calendars for the  

98th Nordic Bazaar!!! 

Wednesday November 7, 2018 

A new year… new ideas!   
 

Big changes in November for our bazaar… 

new lunch...more Scandinavian! 

 

Hopefully there will be renewal of our       

woodworking booth.  If you can donate your 

talents, please contact Jim Christensen. 

 

It’s never too early to start your crafts  

for the Second Street Boutique! 

 

If you have items to donate to the bazaar, 

bring them to the parking lot entrance and 

place them by the coat racks in the narthex. 

 

We are looking forward to the 98th —          

it will be bigger and better!! 

Fellowship NewsFellowship NewsFellowship NewsFellowship News    

MN Adult & Teen Challenge 

Choir 

On Sunday, July 22, they will lead 

our worship with songs of hope and 

stories of freedom from addiction.   

For over 30 years, MN Adult & Teen 

Challenge has been restoring hope to people struggling with drug, 

alcohol, and other life-controlling addictions by addressing their 

physical, emotional, and spiritual needs.  Come to worship to    

welcome these special guests.  A separate offering will be received 

for them that day.  



 

 

 

 

 

 
Vaca�on Bible School Highlights 

We had a blast on the Rolling River Rampage on 

June 11-14!  54 kids and 34 youth and adult   

leaders made our outdoor-themed week a         

fun-filled, incredible experience. We give thanks 

and praise to God for all of our station leaders, 

small group leaders, youth helpers, skit leaders, 

meal preppers, and anyone who donated         

supplies to make it all happen.  VBS wouldn’t be 

possible without your generosity! 

 

 

 

VBS Music Camp  

We had a wonderful turnout for our new, optional VBS 

music camp held before dinner each night of VBS!   

Many thanks go out to Sarah Morgan for the idea        

and Laurie Rossow for leading our kids each day. 

 

 

 

Youth Gathering:  June 26-July 2 

By the time you read this, we will be close to finishing up our time at the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, 

which happens once every 3 years. We hope you’ve followed along via our Facebook updates!  We have 6 

youth and 2 adults from Bethlehem attending: Brandon Bakke, Allysa Bruns, Annika Bruns, Jozie Doering,     

Desire Halla, Matthew Pipes, Danielle Elker, and Anna Wencl. Please keep us in your prayers as we carry back 

the stories we’ve heard, the people we’ve met, and new encounters with our living and wonderful God! 

Stay Tuned!Stay Tuned!Stay Tuned!Stay Tuned!    

CSI:  Youth-Led Local Service Week 

This annual event will be held August 5-8.  Look for registration info to be sent later in July —  

but for now, save the date!  Those going into 7th-12th grades are invited to join us for all or  

part of the week as we serve our community, worship God, and have fun together! 

 

Family FLIGHT Event 

We’re in the midst of planning a family event for our younger families at Bray Park.  

Stay tuned for dates and details!  

Family Faith Formation Ministry 

Anna Wencl, Family Faith Formation Ministry Director  ~  annawencl@hickorytech.net 



 

 

Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him;  

do not fret over those who prosper in their way, over those who carry out evil devices.   

~  Psalm 37:7 

“Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him.”  This is a good idea for those of us who are busy.  Most of us 

are living busy lives.  Sometimes we are too busy to connect with the Lord.  Take time to connect with the Lord.  

Take time to pray about the events of the day.  Ask God to guide you through the day.  Most of us like to be in 

control of our lives.  With this illness, I am not in control of much.  That is o.k.  God is in control of our lives.  

Because we live in a sinful world, sometimes we experience things that are not God’s will.  This illness is one 

example.  Jesus loved us so much that he died for us.  Jesus is with us in all of life’s circumstances, good and bad 

alike.  Although I want to be healed, I cannot forget the blessings God has given me.  While wanting to be healed is a 

valid desire, I must not forget what God has given me.  Neither should any of us.  Instead of our desires, we should 

focus on the blessings God has given us. 

There is evil in the world.  All of us know that.  Terrorism and man-made famine are examples.  The risen Christ is 

more powerful than the evil.  Since we have heaven to look forward to, we can fight the evil.  Take time to rest in the 

Lord, and pray. 

OUR GENEROSITY IS AMAZING! 
At the annual meeting of our church, a list of contributions to 
our monthly missions is noted.  Some of us may not read that 
page. To give you an update of the generous spirit of our     
members, here is a record of recent monthly mission giving: 
 

December 2017 – Good Gifts/God’s Global Barnyard — $15,450 
January 2018 – Partners for Affordable Housing — $855 
February 2018 – Holy Grounds Breakfast Ministry — $954 
March 2018– Travelers to Tanzania — $3,307 
April 2018 – Arusha/Jacobsons Nursing Scholarships — $3,117 
May 2018 – ELCA Disaster Relief — $2,474 
June 2018– Global Health Ministry — $10,275 (as of 6/10) 
 

~ Your Community and Global Missions Board 

Pastor Don’s Devotion 

 

Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989-1996.  He was diagnosed  

with ALS/Lou Gehrig's disease in 1995 and continues to be an inspiration of life and  

faith to our congregation. 



 

 

Wendell Bolstad 

Carley Borneke 

Brian & Elaine Carstensen 

Matthew & Keri Date 

Shirley Davis 

Alexander Judkins 

Jerad & Jessica Lanes 

Carol Larsen 

Marilyn Larson 

Arlene Neilsen 

Jim & Dorothy Norland 

Jerry & Marge Orness 

Dixie Ortley 

Pam Rhiger 

Hans Sageng 

Jeff & Amy Smith 

Ruth Spore 

Jeff & Beth Timm 

Melissa Wayman 

Miranda Wolff 

It’s almost  

Pickle Season!! 
 

 

In need of jars! 

If you have or would 

like to donate pint  

wide mouth jars,   

please contact Ginger 

Erlandson at 278-3007 

or 380-5268. 
 

Thank you so much! 

Have you started your 
spring cleaning?         

Are you downsizing?      
Do you have purses, 

jewelry, scarves, gloves, 
etc. that you know you 
will never wear again?                                     

I WILL TAKE THEM!!!! 
Just give me a call or drop them off 
at church in a box or bag marked 
“Accessorize Yourself, Nordic        

Bazaar”.  We want new and exciting 
merchandise for our booth.         
Thank you for your help!                 

Call Betty Groth at 387-2401. 
 
 

We also need items in good            
condition for the Elephant’s Trunk 
and your used books that are            

in good shape. 

July Serving Group    
 

Chair:  Ginger Erlandson (278-3007, 380-5268) 

Since 1986, Equal Exchange 

has helped people make a      

difference with their dollars by 

bringing fairly traded coffee, 

chocolate, and tea to the      

market, direct from small 

farmers. Bethlehem’s Fair Trade uses Equal        

Exchange for most of our coffee, tea, and chocolate 

sales.  The concept is not new.  Keep thinking Fair 

Trade with your summer purchases — items are 

available in the church office.  We will be back in 

the narthex starting in September.    



 

 

7/1 9:45 Raymond 
Beckel 

5 Mary 
Bliesmer 

Wally 
Boyer 

Brenda 
Boyer 

Wayne & Gail 
Date 

Sandy Abild & 
Mary Jo Hoiberg 

Gary &  
Amanda 

Pipes 

7/8 9:45 Lois 
Anderson 

6 Sally 
Burdick 

Jeremy 
Carter 

Jill 
Contreras 

Al & Joy 
Dykema 

Lisa Kohn &  
Bonnie Torgerson 

Kelsey Eckstein 
& Eric Forcier 

7/15 9:45 Sophie 
Nevills 

7 Gary 
Pipes 

Tammy 
Dahlvang 

Al 
Dykema 

Lynor Blom & 
Kari Csizmadia 

Tom & Betty 
Sanger 

Jack Halvorson 
& Frank Larsen 

7/22 9:45 Mary 
Bliesmer 

8 Julie 
Drewitz 

Jack 
Halvorson 

Kathryn 
Hanson 

Justine Pasker & 
Jocelyn Raabolle 

Eunice & Florence  
Sassenberg 

Sue Thul & 
Brad Widness 

7/29 9:45 Jack 
Halvorson 

2 Sandy 
Kuper 

Jessica 
Lanes 

Jennifer 
Nord 

Jeremy Carter & 
Julie Drewitz 

Bob Singelstad & 
Carl Schoenstedt 

Tom & Betty 
Sanger 

Date   Time      Reader    Usher        Communion Assistants                 Greeters          Comm.  Set-up          Coffee 

July 1        9:45—Gary Pipes 

July 8        9:45—Tim Heiser 

July 15      9:45—Levi Janssen 

July 22      9:45—Randy Wood 

July 29      9:45—Levi Janssen 

    

    

SOUNDSOUNDSOUNDSOUND    

TECHNICIANSTECHNICIANSTECHNICIANSTECHNICIANS    The	Sioux	Trails	Chapter	of	the	

American	 Guild	 of	 Organists	

will	 present	 its	 annual	 summer	

noontime	 organ	 recitals	 each	

Tuesday	 at	 12:10	 p.m.	 through	

August	 14	 in	Mankato.	 	 Locations	 include	

Christ	 the	 King	 Lutheran	 Church	 and				

Bethlehem	 Lutheran	 Church.	 The	 recitals	

are	free.		For	more	information,	please	visit	

www.agosiouxtrails.org.			
	

At	Christ	the	King	Lutheran:	

July	3	--	David	Mertesdorf	

July	10	--		Chad	Winterfeldt	

July	17	--	Garrett	Steinberg	
	

At	Bethlehem	Lutheran:	

July	24	–	David	Lim	

July	31	–	Sean	Connolly	

August	7	--	Kraig	Windschitl	

August	14	--	Christine	Schulz	

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTS    



 

 

    

SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY    MONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAY    TUETUETUETUESDAYSDAYSDAYSDAY    WEDWEDWEDWEDNESDAYNESDAYNESDAYNESDAY    THUTHUTHUTHURSDAYRSDAYRSDAYRSDAY    FRIFRIFRIFRIDAYDAYDAYDAY    SATSATSATSATURDAYURDAYURDAYURDAY    

   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

10:30 am-Community 
& Global Missions 
 

Office closes at noon 

Office closes at noon 

 

 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 
3:30 pm-Women’s 

spiritual book group 

7 am-Bible Study 

12:10 pm-organ recital 

1 pm-Library Comm. 

   

 

6:30 pm— 

Life in the Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 am—Coffee in GFJ 

9:45 — Worship 

 

       

9 am—Coffee in GFJ 

9:45 — Worship 

    
 

         
7 am-Bible Study 

8:30 am-Quilters 

7 pm-Council, Nurses’ 
Support Panel 

 

12:30 pm-staff  
planning meeting 

3:30 pm-Women’s 

spiritual book group 

4 pm-Finance comm. 

 

 

9 am—Coffee in GFJ 

9:45 — Worship 

Independence Day Lessons for Church LifeIndependence Day Lessons for Church LifeIndependence Day Lessons for Church LifeIndependence Day Lessons for Church Life    

•  Return to the basics — On July 4, we commemorate the origins of our        

country. In terms of faith, we also periodically need to hear again the          

foundational stories of Creation, the Israelites and, of course, Jesus.  

 

•  Honor the gift of freedom — “For freedom Christ has set us free … do not 

submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1). We strive as citizens to    

preserve and live out our national freedom. Likewise, as citizens of God’s    

kingdom we live gladly in the freedom of salvation and share that gift with  

others. 

• Enjoy community — July 4 is known for picnics, parades, and other          

community gatherings. Similarly, the church is nourished by coming together 

for worship, meals, and other special events. 

 

•  Be light in the darkness — As fireworks brighten the sky with light and color, 

the church is called to display the Gospel’s unique light in a dark world. Our 

word dynamite and the Greek word for power — as in, “You will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1:8) — share a root. Through God’s 

power in us, we share Jesus — dynamically! — with others. 

 

 

9 am—Coffee in GFJ 

9:45 — Worship 

 

   

 

Office closes at noon 

 

 

10:30 am-Grief  
support group 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 

Office closes at noon 

 

 

         JULY 10 

7 am-Bible Study 

10 am-PUSH in GFJ 

10:15-comm. at  
          Pathstone 

1 pm-Library Committee 

5 pm-Stewardship 

6 pm-Music & Worship, 

Evangelism 

7 pm-Facilities, Personnel 

1-4 pm-bridal shower 

in Grounds for Joy 

7 am-Bible Study 

     8:30 am-Quilters  

1 pm-communion at  

          Old Main 

7 am-Bible Study 

12:10-organ recital 

 

9 am—Coffee in GFJ 

9:45 — Worship 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

July  2018July  2018July  2018July  2018    

Why Grandma Gave 

One Sunday 

as she was  

getting ready 

for church, a 

grandmother 

received a call 

from her daughter.  “Can  

you watch the kids while 

we’re out of town next 

week?” the daughter asked. 

Grandma was so thrilled 

that she put an extra $5  

into the offering plate that    

morning. 

The next Sunday, after her 

three young grandchildren 

had returned home, she put 

in an extra $20. 



 

 

9:45 a.m.  
 

The 9:45 a.m. Sunday service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m.  

on KTOE 1420 AM / KTOE 102.7 FM. 
 

Visit our website or Facebook page and listen to  

Sunday services online! 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENT:::: 

Bethlehem is an inviting community that is growing in Christ, 

loving our neighbors, and serving God’s world. 
 

The deadline for submitting articles for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

(507) 388-2925 

blchurch@hickorytech.net 

 

Pastor Jay Dahlvang:  507-469-3792  

pastorjay@hickorytech.net 
 

Pastor Collette Broady Grund   

 

@bethlehem.mankato 


