
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canoeing with the Council 
 
This summer, the Bethlehem Council is canoeing together.  No, we are not 
paddling one of our scenic rivers or lakes.  Instead, we are reading Canoeing 
the Mountains by Tod Bolsinger.  The title comes from the Lewis and Clark 
expedition.  When the explorers arrived at the Rockies, instead of the        
northwest passage they expected, they found mile after mile of mountainous 
terrain.    
 
Bolsinger points out something that we already know.  The church and world 
are not only much different than forty years ago, they are much different than 
ten years ago.  For Lewis and Clark to succeed in carrying out their mission, 
they needed to adapt.  The same is true for the church.  The learning that we 
are doing together will encourage the council to lead us into the church        
God is calling us to be today through our actions, relationships, and fulfilled 
responsibilities.  “Leadership is a way of being,” Bolsinger writes, “that         
mobilizes people to tackle tough challenges and thrive.”   
 
I am thankful for your call to be your pastor and grateful for the great leaders 
we have on our Bethlehem Council.  Please lend your prayers, appreciation, 
and support as our new council begins to lead us.  ~ Pr. Jay          
 
 

Rev. Regina Hassanally Called to Be Our Bishop 
We thank God for the calling of Pastor Regina Hassanally as our new         
Southeastern Minnesota Synod Bishop-Elect.  The bishop-elect has served as 
pastor of St. Luke Lutheran Church in Goodhue since 2012, and as director of 
shared ministry at St. John's Lutheran Church in Northfield, Minnesota, from 
2008 to 2012.  She will be succeeding Bishop Steve Delzer, who has served 
since 2013 and will be retiring.   
 
Bishop-Elect Hassanally will be installed on September 14 at St. John        
Lutheran Church in Owatonna.  We will invite Bishop-Elect Hassanally            
to preach here at Bethlehem after she begins her call.   Please keep her, and all 
who serve in the Office of the Bishop, in your prayers.     

 

 

 

 

 

New Staff  

E-mail 

Addresses! 
 

blchurch@blcmankato.org 

pastorjay@blcmankato.org 

pastorcollette@blcmankato.org 

dleiferman@blcmankato.org 

cschulz@blcmankato.org 

elizruiz@blcmankato.org 

annawencl@blcmankato.org 

sarahmorgan@blcmankato.org 

connievanraalte@blcmankato.org 
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A Century of Nordic TraditionsA Century of Nordic TraditionsA Century of Nordic TraditionsA Century of Nordic Traditions    

Wednesday, November 6, 2019Wednesday, November 6, 2019Wednesday, November 6, 2019Wednesday, November 6, 2019    

It’s time to remind everyone of the bazaar                 

and to get your thinking caps on! 

It’s never too early to get those crafts started             

and begin looking through the house for things            

that you can donate! 

If you have items to donate to the bazaar,                 

bring them to the parking lot entrance                       

and place them by the coat racks in the narthex. 

A century of bazaars!                                            

Let’s make it the best ever!!   

Thanks to all who make this possible!!! 

FROM ALS –  

A BIG THANK YOU! 

What a day for our walk this year!  We did have a 
few hearty souls who participated in the walk even 
though it was snowy and COLD!  We would like to 
thank one and all for their participation – whether 
walking or making a donation.  Remember us for 
next year.  We are going to start praying for a nice 
day a little earlier this time.  You are WONDERFUL!  
How blessed is this congregation for their courage 
and support in this worthy venture.  I can’t say 
enough how much we appreciate you.   

— Jean Bender 

A Prayer for the Fourth of July 

Loving God, we thank you —      

the true Father of our country — 

for the blessings of this land and 

the gifts of cultures around the 

world. Prompt us to strive for   

justice for all, at home and 

abroad. Remind us, in the words 

of the hymn, that “this is our Father's world” and that your 

goodness prevails.  Amid tragedies and conflicts, guard us 

against despair.  Help us focus on the kindness evident  

daily: from generous neighbors to conscientious public 

servants (because most are). On Independence Day and 

every day, “O let us ne’er forget that though the wrong 

seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet.”  Amen. 

10,603! 

Thank you to all of the 

people who have helped 

assemble 10,603  school 

kits since last August!!! 

Fellowship News 



 

 

“Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.” — Acts 2:43 
 

What gives you awe?  Is it the flowers in full bloom?  The sights outside your car window on a road trip?              

The sun se�ng before you while you watch a baseball game?  This scripture is about God’s people a�er               

experiencing the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  What an awe that must have been! 
 

 

What I’m in awe of in Family Faith Forma�on: 
•The generosity of our Bethlehem members who donated so 

many VBS supplies 

•The almost 50 kids + 6 counselors + many faithful adults who 

came to VBS 

•The transforma-ve power of faith experiences outside of our 

church building, like our Denver Mission Trip and Green Lake   

Bible Camp 

•The joy of seeing our Bethlehem families carry Flat Jesus and 

prac-ce their faith on summer adventures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 

Denver Mission Trip:  July 6-12 

Mission: Mankato (6th-12th):  July 29-31 

FLIGHT Pool Party at Tourtello*e:   

          August 8 (6:30-8 p.m.) 

Family Faith Formation Ministry 
Anna Wencl, Family Faith Formation Ministry Director  ~ annawencl@blcmankato.org 

Where will you take Flat Jesus? 

Don’t forget to share your Flat Jesus pics with us! We’ll be adding 

them to our Facebook album and crea-ng a map with all the 

places Flat Jesus has been with our BLC family.  E-mail pics to 

annawencl@blcmankato.org or post them to our Facebook page. 

 

h*p://bit.ly/BLCFlatJesus 

Denver Mission 

Trip Par�cipants 

Brandon Bakke 

Cameron Bakke 

Rachel Edwards 

Trishia Garcia 

Parker Keenan 

Blake Pipes 

Tanya Ringgenberg (Adult) 

Anna Wencl (Adult) 

Heard about Mission:  Mankato yet? 

We’re partnering with other ELCA youth in Mankato 

to serve & have fun together over 3 days — just like 

we did with CSI.  If you haven’t yet, sign up ASAP. 

It’s gonna be awesome! 

 

Get more info & register at blcmankato.org/youth. 



 

 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

~ Philippians 4:7 

 

The world gives us peace in several ways.  While that is nice, it is not “peace that surpasses understanding.”  The 

peace that surpasses understanding, offered to us through the risen Christ, is ours whether we are sick or well, 

poor or wealthy.  As he said to the frightened disciples, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not 

give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”  (John 14:27)  

One thing we cannot eliminate is death.  We can postpone it — but we cannot eliminate it.  Whether we are in the 

process of dying or s-ll in the prime years of life, we can have peace that surpasses all understanding in the risen 

Christ.  If we do not have peace — ask the risen Christ.  At the same -me, pray for others.  Praying for the needs of 

others o�en gives us a greater sense of peace. 

 

Bring peace to others.  Be servants to others.  Jesus was a servant to us.  He died for us.  Serving others in Jesus’ 

name brings peace.  Make sure people have enough food and a safe place to sleep.  There is “peace that surpasses 

understanding” in it. 

Hi, I’m Talented! 
Since summer is the time for pastors and program staff to think creatively about our ministry, I want to share with 
you one of the things the Family Faith Formation Ministry staff are dreaming up for fall.  We’ve been hearing from 
families that they want more opportunities for children to serve and lead in worship and other ministries at          
Bethlehem, and we’ve made it a goal for next year to provide more opportunities for such service. 
 
To that end, Sarah Morgan, one of our Children’s Ministry Coordinators, has created a Time and Talent sheet        
specifically for kids.  We’ll roll out this new sheet during Rally Week (September 8 and 11) with the theme “I Can Do 
All Things Through Christ.”  Each child will receive a name tag when they come back from summer that says           
“Hi, I’m Talented!” and a copy of the Time and Talent form.  At our Rally celebrations, they’ll have an opportunity to 
meet with leaders of many groups here at Bethlehem who will help them understand how kids fit into their ministry. 
 
If you are part of a group at Bethlehem (which most of you are!), please spend some time this summer imagining the 
role that children and youth could play in the work you do for God’s church.  One of the best ways to grow faith in 
our children is by letting them serve and lead, and it’s a great way to ensure the future of your group as well.        
When you have ideas about how our young people can contribute with your group, send them my way.  And if you’d 
like to have a Rally Sunday or Wednesday booth to share your work with our kids and youth, we’d love to help you 
coordinate that! 
 
Connections Ministry Update 
Though the shelter is closed, our ministry is still plugging along with Community Connectors helping guests with 
basic needs and resources every day at Holy Grounds breakfast.  We are also moving ahead with plans to operate our 
third season out of one location, hopefully Covenant Family Church on Riverfront Drive.  Finally, save the date for 
the first annual Connections Crawl:  A Sipping, Shopping, Sampling Experience hosted by the Old Town Merchants  
Association on the evening of September 12.  More information will be coming soon! 

Pastor Don’s DevotionPastor Don’s DevotionPastor Don’s DevotionPastor Don’s Devotion    
    

Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989----1996.    1996.    1996.    1996.        
He was diagnosed with ALS/Lou Gehrig's disease in 1995 and                He was diagnosed with ALS/Lou Gehrig's disease in 1995 and                He was diagnosed with ALS/Lou Gehrig's disease in 1995 and                He was diagnosed with ALS/Lou Gehrig's disease in 1995 and                    

continues to be an inspiration of life and faith to our congregation.continues to be an inspiration of life and faith to our congregation.continues to be an inspiration of life and faith to our congregation.continues to be an inspiration of life and faith to our congregation.    

From Pastor Collette Broady Grund, Associate Pastor 



 

 

Russ & Dee Ahlstrom 

Rae Allan 

Beverly Alley 

Craig & Debbie Anderson 

John & Marilyn Biedscheid 

Sue Carlson 

Eileen Dalluge 

Shirley Davis 

Joan Eichers 

Deb Gruhlke 

James & Kari Halbur 

Ross Hall 

Simon & Dawn Hernandez 

Bob Ihrig 

Ellen Morrow 

Nancy Mott 

Lavon Mutch 

Pat Nelson 

Gary & Amanda Pipes 

Dennis & Karen Sandersfeld 

Carl & Rita Schoenstedt 

Ann Thorkelson 

Rosie Throldahl 

Karen Watschke 

Talk	 about	 front-line	ministry!	 	 LWR	 is	 on	 the	 ground	 in	 some	 63	 countries,	 working	 to	 eliminate	 the	 crises	 of							

hunger,	water	disparity,	refugee	resettlement,	and	all	the	small	items	that	make	life	livable,	like	school	kits,	birthing	

kits,	etc.	 	These	are	 the	people	who	do	much	of	 the	hands-on	work	on	behalf	of	ELCA	Hunger	and	Disaster	Relief,			

being	established	and	trusted	resources	in	third-world	countries,	in	refugee	camps,	and	in	famine	relief.		Currently,	

gifts	will	build	10	water	wells	for	displaced	families	returning	home	so	that	they	can	grow	food,	feed	their	families,	

and	rebuild	their	lives.		As	Bethlehem	winds	down	its	School	Kit	Ministry,	we	look	to	support	the	ministries	of	LWR	

because	of	their	vital	world-wide	vision	and	action.		Thanks,	in	advance,	for	your	prayers	and	support.	

~	Your	Community	and	Global	Missions	Board		

 

Financial Report 

Summer has arrived.  The financial picture at the 
end of May was, for the most part, sunny.  The 
general fund deficit was $7,178.  Member giving 
has been strong at 98% of budget (budget of 
$210,740 vs. actual giving of $205,555).           
Expenses remain within the budgeted range.   
Always keep in mind that the church council     
approved a motion stating that any unpledged 
contributions to the mortgage will be paid directly 
against the principal.  In this way, the principal 
balance can be reduced along with the regular 
mortgage payment.  And, last but not least, in the 
near future contribution reports will be sent by       
e-mail.  This will save on paper, postage, and 
time.  Please be sure that the church office has 
your e-mail address.  If you do not have e-mail, 
please let Elizabeth know so that a paper copy 
can be printed. 

July Serving Group    
 

Chair:  Ginger Erlandson (278-3007)   

July Monthly Mission Project:   

Lutheran World Relief Ministries 



 

 

7/7 9:45 No reader 
needed 

6 Annika 
Bruns 

Jane 
Sletta 

 Wayne & Gail 
Date 

Tom & Betty 
Sanger 

Tom & Betty 
Sanger 

7/14 9:45 Jill 
Contreras 

7 Mary 
Bliesmer 

Tammy 
Dahlvang 

 Al & Barb 
Girtz 

Eunice & Florence 

Sassenberg 

Audrey 
Gatchell & 
Chris Deike 

7/21 9:45 Lois 
Anderson 

8 Jill 
Contreras 

Lorraine 
Carpenter 

Jodi 
Dickey 

Jeremy Carter & 
Kari Csizmadia 

Sally Burdick & 
Bonnie Torgerson 

Eunice &     
Florence     
Sassenberg 

7/28 9:45 Mary 
Bliesmer 

2 Jack 
Halvorson 

Chuck  
Piehl 

 Al & Joy 
Dykema 

Eunice & Florence 

Sassenberg 

Brad Widness & 
Amanda Pipes 

Date   Time      Reader    Usher        Communion Assistants                   Greeters          Comm.  Set-up         Coffee 

July 7   9:45 a.m. Levi Janssen 

July 14        9:45 a.m. John Wingert 

July 21         9:45 a.m. Tim Heiser 
July 28  9:45 a.m. Randy Wood 

The	Sioux	Trails	Chapter	of	the	American	Guild	

of	 Organists	 (STAGO)	 will	 present	 its	 annual	

summer	noontime	organ	recitals	each	Tuesday	at	

12:10	 p.m.	 through	 August	 13	 in	 Mankato.							

Locations	 include	 Christ	 the	 King	 Lutheran	 (July	

2),	Bethany		Lutheran	College	(July	9-July	23),	and	

Bethlehem	Lutheran	Church	 (July	30-August	13).		

Each	 recital	 is	 free.	For	more	 information,	please	

visit	www.agosiouxtrails.org.			

	

At	Christ	the	King	Lutheran	Church:	

July	2	—	David	Mertesdorf	

	

At	Bethany	Lutheran	College:	

July	9	—	Mark	DeGarmeaux	

July	16	—	Nathan	Madsen	

July	23	—	Sean	Connolly	

	

At	Bethlehem	Lutheran	Church:	

July	30	—	Kraig	Windschitl	

August	6	—	Grace	Kunkel	

August	13	--	Christine	Schulz	

Sound Technicians 

 Worship Participants 



 

 

    

SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY    MONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAY    TUETUETUETUESDAYSDAYSDAYSDAY    WEDWEDWEDWEDNESDAYNESDAYNESDAYNESDAY    THUTHUTHUTHURSDAYRSDAYRSDAYRSDAY    FRIFRIFRIFRIDAYDAYDAYDAY    SATSATSATSATURDAYURDAYURDAYURDAY    

    1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

7 am-Deva Nation in 
GFJ 

 

 

Office closes at noon 

Office closes at noon 

9-11:30 am-SMILES in GFJ 

1 pm-staff meeting 

3:30 pm-Women’s bk group 

 

7 am-Bible Study 

1 pm-Library Comm. 

 

6:30 pm-- 

Lincoln Park 

Association in 
GFJ 

 

 

 

9 am — coffee in GFJ 

9:45—WORSHIP 

 

9 am — coffee in GFJ 

9:45—WORSHIP 

 

        
7 am-Bible Study 

8:30 am-Quilters 
7 pm-Council 

1 pm-staff meeting 

3:30 pm-Women’s bk 

group 

4 pm-Finance Comm. 
5:30 pm-Tanzania mtg 

       

9 am — coffee in GFJ 

9:45—WORSHIP 

6 pm-Mission:  

Mankato meeting 

9 am — coffee in GFJ 

9:45—WORSHIP 

1 pm-staff mtg. 

Mission: Mankato 

6:30 pm-Council 
book study 

 

Office closes at noon 

 

1 pm-staff meeting 

 

 

 

Mission: 

Mankato 

        
7 am-Bible Study 

Noon-Organ recital 

by Kraig Windschitl 

Mission: Mankato 

 

 7 am-Bible Study 

 10 am-PUSH in GFJ  
10:15-Comm. at Path.  
1 pm-Library Comm. 
2 pm-Stewardship 

5 pm-Evangelism  

 

 

     7 am-Bible Study 

     8:30 am-Quilters 

6 pm-Children’s Bd. 

6:30-Comm. & Global 
         Missions Bd. 

7 pm-Facilities 

Youth mission trip 

to Denver through  
July 12 

 

 

July 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone interested in sharing their musical gifts  

during worship this summer should contact Laurie 

Rossow at 507-779-9114 or 1jam@hickorytech.net.   

Soloist, duet, trio, ensemble — vocalists AND  

instrumentalists.  Any individual or group is welcome!  

Call or e-mail now to reserve YOUR Sunday!! 

6:30 pm— 

Reconciling in 
Christ Task Force 

1 pm— 

staff meeting 

Office closes at noon 



 

 

9:45 a.m. 
 

 

 

The 9:45 a.m. Sunday service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on 

KTOE 1420 AM / KTOE 102.7 FM. 
 

 

Visit our website or Facebook page and listen to Sunday services online! 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENT:::: 

Bethlehem is an inviting community that is growing in Christ, 

loving our neighbors, and serving God’s world. 

 

 

The deadline for submitting articles for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

(507) 388-2925 

blchurch@blcmankato.org 

 

Pastor Jay Dahlvang:  507-469-3792  

pastorjay@blcmankato.org 

 

Pastor Collette Broady Grund:  507-380-3049 

pastorcollette@blcmankato.org 

 

 

@bethlehem.mankato 


