
 

 

Join a Group at Bethlehem! 

Small groups are where friendships are born, our faith deepens, and may even improve our health.  At 
a recent American Psychological Association conference, a study was presented claiming that loneliness played 
a significant role in ill health and even premature death.   People who had greater social connections had a 50% 
reduced risk of dying early, the study said.  “It is not good for the man to be alone,” the Lord said as God     
created a companion for him.   Despite the increased connectivity our technology offers, it often seems that we 
are as lonely as ever before, and long for community.   One of the gifts the people of God can offer the world is 
our friendship, and we are forming and reforming a number of small groups this fall for you to engage, make 
friends, learn, be loved, and grow in your faith in Christ.    You are welcome to any of these summarized below, 
or the many other groups, fellowship opportunities, choirs, and musical ensembles that call Bethlehem home.  
To sign up for the groups below, or if you have questions, see our website:  BLCMankato.org,  the small group 
catalog available on the kiosk in the narthex, or contact the church at blchurch@hickorytech.net  or 388-2925. 

Bethlehem Men 

Starting this fall, we are beginning a group for the men of Bethlehem to deepen our relationship with 
God and each other through listening, learning, helping others, and fun.  Bethlehem Men will meet at 
different times and places, once each month from September to May.  Some activities will be        
recreational to grow our friendships, some will be service oriented, and others that we might learn 
something new.  Two events are on the calendar already: 
—First Meeting!  At Jake’s Pizza on Sunday, September 9, from 6-7:30 p.m.  We will gather to 
introduce the group and begin to know one another. 
—Strategies for Stress, with Greg Nelson from the Mankato Clinic on Sunday, October 7,            

6:30-8 p.m. in Grounds for Joy.  How do guys balance work, family, and self?  Therapist Greg Nel-
son will have some tips and strategies for us to manage our lives.      
Each meeting has a short devotional time, and each month the group will be invited to commit to a 
“soul training exercise” from author James Bryan Smith.  For those looking for small group support 
and additional gathering, pods are available. We will group guys at similar places in their lives. It is 
up to the pods to decide what you want to do together:  Study? Service? Socialize?  We ask only that 
you commit to praying for one another, and that you value accountability in your group—i.e.,       
show up!  

BLC Together  

BLC Together is simple!  You sign up to be in groups of six. Then you commit to meet three times 
between Labor Day to New Year’s Eve, and three times between New Year’s Day to Memorial 
Day.  These meetings can be at home, at a restaurant with space for semi-private conversation, or at 
the church.  Each gathering begins with a meal arranged by the host(s).  After a table prayer and meal, 
you will share highs and lows, visit about the topic of the month provided for you in advance, and 
close with prayer and a plan for the next meeting.   Each group will stay together for the six meetings 
and members will take turns hosting.   This year, our discussion topic will be friendship, and you will 
be provided with conversation guidebooks.   

Financial Peace University 

What if you could be debt-free with an emergency fund of 3–6 months of expenses saved, all while 
investing for retirement and planning for your family’s future? Sound impossible? It’s not! With Dave 
Ramsey’s class, Financial Peace University (FPU), you CAN take control of your money.  FPU is a 
nine-week class meeting each Monday night from 6:30-8 p.m. starting September 10 at the YMCA. 

The $129 enrollment fee is waived for Bethlehem members who complete the class.  Space is        
extremely limited, so if you are interested, sign up early to reserve your spot by contacting Pastor Jay. 

Life in the Spirit 

Life in the Spirit is a small group of Bethlehem members committed to growing closer to God by 
learning and doing spiritual practices together.  We meet at 6:30 p.m. in the Heritage Room every 

second Thursday night.  For this year, our text is by James Bryan Smith, The Good and Beautiful 
Community. The book is accessible, with a good small group discussion guide and easy instructions 
on how to practice our faith.  The cost of the book is $13. 

Book of Faith—Matthew 

As we study the Book of Faith, we open Scripture and join in conversation.  Each week we look at a 
text historically, literarily, devotionally, and from a Lutheran perspective, listening for the voice of 
God in the Word we read and share.  This fall, we study the Gospel of Matthew, the appointed      
Gospel for the 2018-2019 Narrative Lectionary, with a new Book of Faith study written by Bethlehem 
member Heather Hammond (we will invite Pastor Hammond to join us).   We meet on Wednesday 

mornings from 10:30-11:30 a.m. starting on September 12.   Each book costs $9.  ~ Pr. Jay 

The Bethlehem STAR~September 2018The Bethlehem STAR~September 2018The Bethlehem STAR~September 2018The Bethlehem STAR~September 2018    

Wedn e s d a y  N i g h t        

Suppers are served from 

4:45-6:00 p.m.  

We welcome anyone who 
wishes to dine with us.  There 
is no charge for the meals, but 
a free-will offering will be  
accepted.    

Upcoming Menus 

September 12 — Rally 
Wednesday picnic in the 

parking lot from 4:45-6:00 

September 19 —  
meat loaf, baked potato, corn, 

lettuce salad 
 

September 26 — 
bone-in chicken, mashed     
potatoes, country gravy,    

carrots 



 

 

    

~ From the Endowment Board ~ 

These 20 Bethlehem members have each received a $400 scholarship 
from the Bethlehem Lutheran Church Memorial and Endowment 
Fund.   As these college students continue their educations this fall, we 
want them to know their Bethlehem family cares about them and prays 
for them. 
 

2018 High School Graduates: Lindsay Ahl, Nate Dahlvang, and           
Jakub Soroka. 
 

Undergraduate College Students: Madison Bentdahl, Andrea Bruns, 
Carley Borneke, Steven Csizmadia, James Dahlvang, Beret Elker,    
Maddie Heiser, Wes Heiser, Rachel Huebert, Taylor Lanz,              
Christopher Pipes, Ben Rorem, Mara Salfer, Elissa Schmiel,              
Lauren Smith, Antoni Soroka, and Nick Thul. 

HELP!!!  WE NEED MIXERS, ROLLERS, 
AND BAKERS (FOR LEFSE, OF COURSE!) 

It's time to sign up for making lefse on the five 
Mondays and Tuesdays in October.   We will be 
mixing lefse and setting up on Mondays.  Four 
people are needed, but if you wish to learn that 
part of the procedure, please come and join us at 
9:00 a.m.!  We start rolling and baking on     
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the kitchen. We try to 
have 10 stations going, so that means 20 people.  
We are always ready to train any newcomers!  

Can't work them all?  That's okay! It’s fun, and if 
you are new to the church, it's a great way to meet 
people.  Remember – mistakes on baking day are 
available for eating, and we have added coffee 
and goodies to enjoy.   

There will be a sign-up sheet by the office door 
starting Sunday, September 2.  If you have any 
questions, contact Ginger Erlandson or Randy 
Wood.   PLEASE COME AND HELP US! 

Here are the “highlights” of the Bethlehem Council meeting held on   
August 21. Meeting minutes are posted on the BLC website, 
www.blcmankato.org, and are also available in a church office notebook. 
Visit with Council members with questions and concerns! We welcome 

your feedback! 

April 2019 Semi-Annual Meeting Date Change: New date of April 7 
approved to address conflicts with previous approved date. Meeting    
preview Adult Forum scheduled on March 31.           

Night To Unite: Lincoln Park neighborhood event to be held at BLC on 
August 28 in cooperation with Evangelism Committee. BLC members 
invited to attend from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Budget: As of July 31, a positive General Fund balance of $2,899.36 
exists resulting from fewer financial expenses and an additional Sunday 
of giving.  Current member giving is at 96% of annual pledges.     
Mortgage: The new $8,200 monthly payment rate is now in effect, but 
the church is paying the previous higher rate of $10,782.68 each month to 
reduce the principal & save on interest costs.  
Facilities: Approval of up to $12,000 made to repair chapel roof to     
address leak.     
Pastoral Review: Positive annual pastoral reviews completed in July & 
August. Meaningful conversation held with President, President-Elect and 
Secretary. Future Adult Forum proposed to allow pastors to visit with 
BLC members about topics discussed.    
Reconciling in Christ Church: Task force members being finalized with 
need for more participants. BLC members should contact pastors if     
interested.   
Family Faith Formation: Comprehensive plan being developed with 
feedback sought from BLC members this fall. Goal to complete by April 
2019.      
2017 Financial Review Follow-Up: Finance and Personnel committees 
addressing 10 recommendations presented at August Council meeting. 
Stewardship: “Being Thankful, Living Generously, Giving Joyfully” 
will be theme of October stewardship campaign. Members being         
encouraged to use electronic giving to fulfill pledges. 

Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, September 18. 

Council Corner 

MARK YOUR  

CALENDARS!!! 

98th Annual Nordic Bazaar 

November 7, 2018 

Donations needed!! 

Are you doing a downsizing, or just doing a good 
house cleaning? Don’t forget the bazaar is coming 

in November! We are always in need of knick-

knacks, jewelry, scarves, books, and anything that you 
might like to give that are in good shape.  And all you 
crafters...we are expanding that area, so we really need 
new and different items! Christmas crafts are always 
in high demand! Hopefully a new area…
woodworking!  Bird feeders, suet feeders, bird houses! 
Can you help?  With your help and donations, we are 
looking forward to making this the best bazaar ever!  
Your donations may be brought to the parking lot  
entrance — please leave them by the coat rack in the 
narthex. If jewelry or scarves, please mark the box 
“Betty”. Please do not leave any items outside the 
church doors or in the church entryway.  If you have 
any questions, please feel free to call the executive 
board or Ginger Erlandson at 278-3007. 

Fellowship NewsFellowship NewsFellowship NewsFellowship News    

Nordic Bazaar Committee Meeting—Sept. 11 
9:00 a.m. in the Heritage Room 

This is the final meeting prior to the bazaar on   
November 7!  All booth chairs are requested to  
attend. If you can’t attend, please send someone in 
your place.  All interested persons are also invited.  
Any questions and/or suggestions, please call   
Ginger Erlandson, Diana Olson, Randy Wood,  
Karla Van Lith, Jean Lorentz, Lynor Blom,         
Jim Christensen, or Carrol Meyers-Dobler. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m excited to see all of our families in one place again! I hope you’ll join us on our rally days           
as we serve, worship, and celebrate the wonderful year ahead together. 

Online registration for our Family Faith Formation programs is open!  Please register             
your family by September 8.  For more info and to see our fall program guide,                        

visit blcmankato.org/children or blcmankato.org/youth. 

RALLY DAYS 
Sunday, September 9 

God’s Work — Our Hands Service Day 
School Kit Packing & Family-Friendly “Walk to School” Challenge 

We’ll start our year in service by packing school kits as a congregation in the Dining Room.  

LIGHT families can make kits and/or take part in a family-friendly “walk to school” challenge                         

that will help engage kids in the story of those who will receive kits.  

&  

Wednesday, September 12 
Outdoor Picnic & Worship 

Our NightLIGHT, Catechism Club, and Confirmation families are invited to head out to the back parking lot 

for our first community meal and Wednesday worship of the year! 

Parent Orientations 
We’ll share more about our plan for the fall, safe practices for kids and leaders, and listen to    

                                                 how we can support your family in forming faith.     

NightLIGHT, Catechism Club, & Confirmation:   

After worship on Wednesday, September 12, we’ll gather kids and parents for orientation.  
LIGHT:  On Sunday, September 16, parents will gather after opening while kids are in class. 

 

A CSI Thank You! 

Many thanks to the wonderful youth, adult leaders, and generous           

congregation members who made CSI possible for this, our 10th year!  

Family Faith Formation MinistryFamily Faith Formation MinistryFamily Faith Formation MinistryFamily Faith Formation Ministry    

Anna Wencl, Family Faith Formation Ministry Director  ~  Anna Wencl, Family Faith Formation Ministry Director  ~  Anna Wencl, Family Faith Formation Ministry Director  ~  Anna Wencl, Family Faith Formation Ministry Director  ~  annawenclannawenclannawenclannawencl@hickorytech.net@hickorytech.net@hickorytech.net@hickorytech.net    

SING YOUR PRAISES! 

The “Voices in Praise” (VIP) Choir will start rehearsals on        
Wednesday, September 5.  MAKE NOTE OF OUR NEW           

REHEARSAL TIME  from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  This choir is for 
adults from high school age to retirement or beyond.  We are always 
looking to GROW the choir with new voices and look forward to past 
members returning.  We have great fun preparing music to sing during 
worship services.  Please mark your calendars — come and sing your 

praises!!  



 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;  

the Lord lift his countenance upon you, and give you peace.  ~  Numbers 6:24-26 

 

This is the benediction we use most Sundays.  This is pure grace.  We do not earn grace.  God gives us blessings 
whether or not we deserve it.  Many things happen that are not in God’s will.  Some of these things happen in our 
lives.  Tragedies that are not in God’s will happen often.  What happens when these occur?  The Lord blesses us.  
The Lord keeps us.  The Lord makes his face to shine upon us.  The Lord is gracious to us and gives us peace.  This 

is pure grace. 

What should we do with this grace?  First, worship and praise God.  Most of our liturgy involves praising God.  One 
of the Ten Commandments is to worship God.  This is for our benefit.  This is when we hear the risen Christ speak, 
and hear the pure grace of God.  Second, serve others in the name of the risen Christ.  It helps bring God’s blessings 

to others.  When tragedy strikes, that service helps bring God’s blessings to us.  Let’s worship God and serve others. 

Back to School 

It always comes too fast, the end of summer and beginning of the school year.  But this year, with the combination of sabbatical and my 
husband beginning his seminary education at Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa, fall has come especially fast!  That said, 
just as my kids are looking forward to seeing all the friends again regularly, I am excited to see you all in fall programming.  As we begin 

anew, I want to highlight a few things that are changing this fall. 

Gluten-free Communion 

For a long time, we have offered a rice option during communion, but several of our members have allergies severe enough to need a  
separate set-up. Coming in September, you will see a new station during communion, set on a small table just inside the altar rail.         
This station will feature gluten-free wafers, which look the same as regular wafers, and two cups for dipping, which will contain wine    
and juice. Our set-up crews will be trained to wash their hands between regular set-up and the gluten-free set, so it will be completely   
uncontaminated. We are happy to offer this new option for those who need it, and if you intend to use it, you’ll request it as usual when 
you come forward. We will ask you to take your own wafer from the tray, as servers’ hands will have touched the wafers containing      

gluten. If you have questions or suggestions about this new feature, please talk to me. 

Family Faith Formation Comprehensive Plan 

As part of our 5-year plan, FFF Ministry teams are working on a plan that will align curriculum and objectives across the entire spectrum 
of our work with families. A summary of that plan is in our Fall Program guide and on the website, so please take a look and offer       

feedback if you have it. We will be soliciting input from many groups before the plan is complete in the spring. 

Connections Ministry 

We are gearing up for a second season of shelter to begin in October, and our fundraising is already underway.  Thank you to all who gave 
toward the monthly mission in August.  Please include our board in your prayers as we hire this year’s staff and explore options for a    

permanent location.  I’ll be sharing more about this ministry at an adult forum on September 30. 

Finally, I want to thank you for the gift of sabbatical.  It was such a blessing to live more fully into my roles as wife and mom for a few 
months, to rest and reconnect with family and friends, and spend more time attending to my spiritual life.  I look forward to sharing more 

about my sabbatical adventures in the near future.  ~ Pr. Collette 

Pastor Don’s Devotion 

 

Pastor Don Roberts served as pastor at Bethlehem from 1989-1996.  He was diagnosed  

with ALS/Lou Gehrig's disease in 1995 and continues to be an inspiration of life and  

faith to our congregation. 

From Pastor Collette Broady Grund, Associate Pastor 

THANK YOU to the following people for 

sharing their musical gifts during worship 

this summer:  The Mankato Riverblenders 
(men’s barbershop choir), VBS & Music 
Camp kids, Jill Contreras, Jean Hoppe, Jack 
Halvorson, Lance Quick, Donna Quick,     
Laurie Bentdahl, Christine Schulz, MN Adult 
& Teen Challenge Choir, Shirley Ruby,       
Pat Rosling, Lauren Smith, Holly Nevills, 
Lori Volz, Danielle Elker, and Brad Butler. 

 
USHER TEAMS 

Are you interested in 
serving as an usher during our worship services?       
The Music & Worship Board invites anyone interested 

in learning more about volunteering to usher AND 
existing usher team captains and their team members 

to meet in the sanctuary on Sunday, September 23 at 
9:30 a.m. to organize these groups. 



 

 

Gordon Anderson 

Josh & Marni Blickem 

Kurt Burdick 

Iona Bursaw 

Lowell & Lorraine Carpenter 

Stan & Bev DeFries 

Jim & Brenda Deopere 

Jodi Drager 

Lynn & Carmen Freyberg 

Elayne Lidstrom 

Dan & Bridget Padilla 

Gary Peterson 

Jeff Poole 

Jim & Pat Rossow 

Joyce Rossow 

Jason & Jessica Schaefer 

Troy & Heather Stehr 

Kathy Yale 

September Monthly Mission Project:  September Monthly Mission Project:  September Monthly Mission Project:  September Monthly Mission Project:      

ECHO Food ShelfECHO Food ShelfECHO Food ShelfECHO Food Shelf    

Financial Report 

The “roller coaster” continues for the general fund     
balance.  At the end of July, the balance was a positive 
$2,900 after being a deficit of $6,092 at the end of 
June.  Member giving continues to be very strong.       
In part, this is due to increased use of electronic giving.  
Contributions are regular and consistent. For more   
information on electronic giving options, contact the 
church office or choose the “Donate Now” button on 
the Bethlehem website.  ~ Elizabeth Ruiz 

FAIR TRADEFAIR TRADEFAIR TRADEFAIR TRADE    

We will be back in the narthex with Fair Trade products      
starting on September 9. The Women's Bean Project will 
be highlighted this month. A variety of hearty soup mixes is 
available just in time for the cooler fall weather.  This is a     
project originating in Denver, Colorado.  The following is an 
excerpt from their website.   
"Women’s Bean Project believes all women have the power to 
transform their lives through employment. So we hire women 
who are chronically unemployed and we teach them to work 
by making nourishing products that we sell across the U.S. 
through some of the country’s largest retailers. Through their 
work at the Bean Project, the women learn to stand tall, find 
their purpose, and break the cycle of poverty. Because when 
you change a woman’s life, you change her family’s life.     
We offer a transitional job in gourmet food manufacturing 
designed to provide women immediate income, arrange      
support services to overcome barriers to employment, and 
teach the job readiness and life skills needed to get and keep a 
job.  Our community is enriched when we reduce chronic    
unemployment and dependence on assistance and equip    
women to lead productive, self-sufficient lives." Check out 
their website at www.womensbeanproject.com. 

THE	 NEED	 IS	 REAL...We	 know	 that	 Mankato	 and	

North	 Mankato	 rank	 #3	 for	 worst	 poverty	 levels	 in	

Minnesota,	 	following	only	the	two	American	Indian	

reservations.	 The	 Emergency	 Community	 Help					

Organization	(ECHO)	addresses	that	need	in	part	by	

providing	 emergency	 food	 assistance	 to	 people	 in	

Blue	Earth	County	and	North	Mankato.	

	

Monthly,	 ECHO	 serves	 approximately	 1,620							

households	and	distributes	103,000	pounds	of	food.		

Annually,	 that	 is	 over	 1	million	 pounds	 of	 food	 for	

our	brothers	and	sisters	in	need.		Your	prayers	and	

dollars	 help	 our	 hungry	 people.	 	 Your	 dollars	 are	

multiplied	several	 times	over	by	 low	cost	purchase	

of	 	 food	 from	 Minnesota	 Food	 Share.	 	 It	 is	 good	

stewardship	 of	 our	 gifts.	 	 	 Thank	 you	 for	 your							

generosity.		~	Community	and	Global	Missions	Board	

September Serving Group    
 

Chair: Sue Thul (381-7179) 

Co-Chair:  Lori Ruthenbeck (351-1715) 

Sorting and Storing at "The Free Store" 

 

When a family becomes homeless, they also lose their       
household possessions.  Unlike you and me, most of these       
families have no means of storing their furniture, kitchenware, 
bedding and bath essentials until a new apartment can be found.  
There is no money for a storage unit and most of their friends 
reside in apartments without garage amenities.  These families 
not only lose their housing but they lose everything in their 
housing.  They must start over!  Partners for Affordable     
Housing helps these families get set up in their new apartments.  
Through their “Free Store” those who have been temporarily 
sheltered via Partners, the Salvation Army, Connections, or  
CADA can access critical household essentials.  Through the 
generosity of Mankato residents, furniture, dishes, bed and bath 
linens, and more are gifted to individuals and families moving 
from their shelter respites. 
 

The “Free Store” is located on the campus of the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame and is ALWAYS in need of volunteer help.  
Bethlehem volunteers have been working there twice a month 
sorting donations and storing them on massive shelving units.  
We work just two to three hours and find that the time flies by 
quickly!  Will you join us?  Do you have a morning or an    
afternoon free?  If you are interested in knowing more about 
this volunteer activity, please contact Carrol Meyers-Dobler at 
701-527-5915.  



 

 

9/2 9:45 Roger 
Kamrath 

7 Gary 
Pipes 

Wally 
Boyer 

Nancy 
Rorem 

Wally & Brenda 
Boyer 

Bob Singelstad & 
Eric Forcier 

Eunice &  
Florence  

Sassenberg 

9/9 8:15 Matt 
Drewitz 

8 Shirley 
Ruby 

Dennis 
Sandersfeld 

Karen 
Sandersfeld 

Denny & Shirley 
Ferris 

 
Lisa Kohn &  

Bonnie Torgerson  

 
Tim & Amy 
Heiser 

9/9 10:45 Maria 
King 

2 Etta 
Poole 

Donna 
Quick 

Lance 
Quick 

Jerry & Marge 
Orness 

9/16 8:15 Dave 
Hageman 

3 Jane 
Sletta 

Sue 
Thul 

Susan 
Weinberger 

Shirley Ruby & 
Sue Thul 

 
Tom & Betty 

Sanger 

 
Jack Halvorson 
& Frank Larsen 

9/16 10:45 Sandy 
Kuper 

4 Casey 
Rose 

Sandy 
Kuper 

Tom/Betty 
Sanger 

Donna Quick & 
Jennifer Nord 

9/23 8:15 Kathryn 
Hanson 

5 Kelli 
Woelfel 

Eric 
Forcier 

Lorraine 
Carpenter 

Kelsey Eckstein 
& Eric Forcier 

 
Brad & Betty 

Groth 

 
 

NEED 
VOLUNTEERS! 9/23 10:45 Marcia 

Nagel 
6 Laurie 

Rossow 

Lori 
Ruthenbeck 

Karla 
Van Lith 

Carrol Meyers-
Dobler &  

Cathy Young 

9/30 8:15 Emily 
Heinis 

7 Jeremy 
Carter 

Sally 
Burdick 

Jill 
Contreras 

Bob Ihrig & 
Frank Larsen 

 
Sally Burdick & 
Bonnie Torgerson 

9/30 10:45 Jack 
Halvorson 

8 Tom 
Sanger 

Betty 
Sanger 

Anna 
Wencl 

Roger & Dee 
Saman 

 
Brad & Shannon 

Butler 

Date   Time      Reader    Usher        Communion Assistants                 Greeters          Comm.  Set-up          Coffee 

September 2    9:45 a.m. Levi Janssen 

September 9        8:15 a.m. Brad Butler 

                 10:45 a.m.  Brad Butler 

September 16      8:15 a.m.      John Wingert 

                             10:45 a.m. Gary Pipes 

September 23      8:15 a.m. Brad Butler 

     10:45 a.m. Brad Butler 

September 30      8:15 a.m. Levi Janssen 

     10:45 a.m. Tim Heiser 

SOUNDSOUNDSOUNDSOUND    

TECHNICIANSTECHNICIANSTECHNICIANSTECHNICIANS    

Adult	Forums	
	

9:30-10:30	a.m.	

in	the	Heritage	Room	

(unless	otherwise	speci�ied)	
 

September	9	— School kit packing in 

the dining room 
 

September	16 — ELCA Social Statement on Women and 

                      Justice 
 

September	23 — 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering 
 

September	30	— Connections Ministry 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP PARTICIPANTS    

What is Connections Ministry? How is Bethlehem 
involved?  Can I get involved as a volunteer             

this coming year?   You’re invited to a special     
Adult Forum on Sunday, September 30,                      

at 9:30 a.m. in the Heritage Room. 

Pastor Collette and others from Bethlehem who are           
participating with Connections will help you answer these 
and other questions about Mankato's revolving homeless 
shelter project. You’ll hear about what was learned from 
Bethlehem’s involvement last year and about plans for this 
coming winter, when the shelter will again be needed by 
Mankato's homeless population. It’s a great opportunity for 
members who volunteered last year and for those who might 
want to get involved this year.  Even if you’re just curious, 
please come and learn about this ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethlehem Goes to Pridefest – Year Three    

Saturday, September 8  

Come be part of our Bethlehem parade group!  Walk with our 
Bethlehem banner. Help show Bethlehem’s presence and  
welcome.  Greet visitors at the Bethlehem booth.  Let’s be 
proud.  Let’s show spirit.  Let’s have fun!  Line up for the 
parade will be at 10:45 a.m. downtown at the vacant lot next 
to the library (Riverfront and Plum Streets), with step off   
being at 11:30 a.m.  With questions or to volunteer, contact 
Jim and Marcia Nagel, jmnagel@hickorytech.net or 507-387-

4105. 



 

 

    

SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY    MONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAY    TUETUETUETUESDAYSDAYSDAYSDAY    WEDWEDWEDWEDNESDAYNESDAYNESDAYNESDAY    THUTHUTHUTHURSDAYRSDAYRSDAYRSDAY    FRIFRIFRIFRIDAYDAYDAYDAY    SATSATSATSATURDAYURDAYURDAYURDAY    

         1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

10:30 am-Community 
& Global Missions  
 

Office closes at noon 

Office closes          

at noon 

9 pm-Confirmation  
lock-in 

      9:30 am-Rachel  
Circle; Mary Circle 

10:30 am-Book of Faith, 
grief support group 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 
Wed. Evening Activities 

7 am-Bible Study 

8:30 am-Quilters 
1 pm-Library Comm. 
7 pm-Council, Nurses’ 
Support Panel 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

6:30 pm- 

Financial 
Peace Univer-
sity at YMCA 
for 9 weeks 
6:30-

Bethlehem 
Brass 

6:30-FPU at 
YMCA 

6:30-Bethlehem 
Brass 

6:30 pm-Life in 
the Spirit 

    RALLY SUNDAY 

8:15 & 10:45-Worship 

9:30 am-Education Hour 
Coffee in dining room 

6 pm-BLC Men at Jake’s 
Pizza 

8:15 & 10:45-Worship 

9:30 am-Education 
Hour; coffee in GFJ 

   

        7 am-Bible Study 

9 am-Bazaar mtg. 
10 am-PUSH in GFJ 
10:15 am-Comm. at Path. 
1 pm-Library Comm. 
6 pm-Connections mtg. 
7 pm-Personnel 

1-4 pm — Birthday 
party for Andy Anderson 
in Grounds for Joy 

1 pm-Staff meeting 

5:15-Jr. Gospbells 
5:30-VIP Choir 
6:30-Bethlehem  
        Gospbells 

       8:15 & 10:45-

Worship 

9:30 am-Education 
Hour; coffee in GFJ 

  4:45-6:00   Supper served in the dining room (starts on September 19) 
 

  5:00-7:45   Child care available in the nursery (starts on September 12) 
 

  5:15-6:00   Junior Gospbells rehearsal (starts on September 5) 
 

  5:30-6:30   Voices in Praise (VIP) Choir rehearsal (starts on September 5) 
 

  6:00-6:45   Worship service in the sanctuary (starts on September 12) 
 

  6:30-7:30   Bethlehem Gospbells rehearsal (starts on September 5) 
 

  6:45-7:45   Confirmation; NightLIGHT; Catechism Club; High School  
          Youth Group  (starts on September 12) 

9 am—Coffee in 
GFJ 
9:45 — Worship 

 

 

 6:30-FPU at 
YMCA 

6:30-Bethlehem 
Brass 

Wednesday Evening Schedule 

 

Office closes at noon 

 

Office closes at noon 

10:30 am-Bk of Faith 

 1 pm-Staff mtg. 
3:30-Women’s Bk group 

4 pm-Finance Comm. 
Wednesday Evening 

Activities (see schedule 

below) and Rally 

Wednesday picnic 

9 am-noon —       
wedding shower 

11:30 am-Pridefest 
parade downtown 

10:30 am-Bk of Faith 

1 pm-Staff mtg. 
3:30-Women’s Bk group 

Wed. Evening Activities 

7 am-Bible Study 

    8:30 am-Quilters 
1 pm-Library Comm., 
comm. at Old Main 

5:15 pm-Evangelism 

6 pm-Children’s Board 

6:15-Stewardship 

7 pm-Facilities 

3 pm-Book Club 

6-9 pm-Eve Circle 

in Heritage Room 

9 am-Deborah Circle at 
101 Main 

         
7 am-Bible Study 

1 pm-Library Comm. 
 

 

September  2018September  2018September  2018September  2018    

30  8:15 & 10:45-Worship 

9:30 am-Education Hour; 
coffee in GFJ; new member 
orientation 



 

 

9:45 a.m. on Sept. 2; 8:15 & 10:45 starting on September 9 

Wednesday evening services begin on September 12 at 6 p.m. 
 

The 9:45 (or 8:15) Sunday service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m.  

on KTOE 1420 AM / KTOE 102.7 FM. 
 

Visit our website or Facebook page and listen to  

Sunday services online! 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENT:::: 

Bethlehem is an inviting community that is growing in Christ, 

loving our neighbors, and serving God’s world. 
 

The deadline for submitting articles for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
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