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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH   PROGRAM GUIDE -  WINTER & SPRING 2019 

Family Faith Formation 
Ministry with & for children, youth & families

‣ “The Star” Movie Showing & Epiphany Festival: Our LIGHT & NightLIGHT kids will kick 
off the first two weeks of the new year with an Epiphany-themed movie and family-friendly 
festival on January 6th/9th and 13th/16th. More on page 5. 

‣ Adult Forum Series for Parents: Join us the Heritage Room during the LIGHT hour for 
focused conversations on topics relate to families: January 6th (Worship), February 3rd 
(Prayer), and March 3rd (Comprehensive Plan). 

‣ Cupcake Wars: Our 5th Grade - High School kids will compete to be the cupcake 
champions during this fun fellowship event on February 13th. More on page 6. 

‣ Parenting Through The Phases Small Group Pilot: During Lent, parents are invited to 
gather to join this short-term small group centered around parenting well through all the 
phases of childhood and adolescence. Whether you child or grandchild is 18 months old 
or 18 years old, you’re invited to join! More on page 2. 

‣ 4th Grade Small Catechism Challenge: We will give all 4th graders a Small Catechism 
and challenge them to practice using it in their daily life. Prizes awarded! More on page 3. 

Coming Soon!
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The Future of Family Faith Formation: 
Listening Sessions for Congregation Members 

As part of the discussion around our 2019 budget, many members had questions about the Family Faith 
Formation Ministry at Bethlehem. There were questions about overall staffing, the role of each staff person, 
the adequacy of funding and future directions. Thankfully, the FFFM staff, along with Youth and Children’s 
Boards have been working on answers to these questions as we develop a comprehensive plan for the 
program to guide us into the future. 

All congregation members are invited to attend two listening sessions, in which staff and board members 
will present drafts of the comprehensive plan and ask for feedback. Though we are certainly hoping for 
direct feedback on the plan, the sessions will make time for general feedback and questions on any topic. If 
there are specific things you want to know, please send those questions to Pastor Collette or Anna so we 
can be sure we are prepared to give you the information you want. 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend: 
‣ Part One: Wednesday, February 13th, 6:45-7:45pm, Heritage Room: A draft of the 

comprehensive plan will be presented, along with some background information. Copies of 
the presentation will be available after this session, along with feedback forms. 

‣ Part Two: Sunday, March 3rd, 9:30-10:30am, Heritage Room: During Adult Forum, and using 
feedback from the first session, the draft will be updated and presented again.  

We hope to have the final version of the plan available after Easter, and will work on implementations 
strategies over the summer with all staff and both Children’s and Youth Board.

PARENTING THROUGH THE PHASES:  
A six-Week Small group 

That’s the approximate time you have from the 
moment your child is born until he or she graduates 

from high school. It goes by fast, and kids change and 
grow quickly. We know you want to make the most of 
each phase of your child’s life. To find out how, join us 

for Parenting Through the Phases, a small group 
experience for parents. 

WHO: ANY AND ALL PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS AT BLC 

WHAT:  A FREE PARENT STUDY GROUP USING THE CURRICULUM PARENTING THROUGH THE PHASES 

WHERE: BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH HERITAGE ROOM (CHILDCARE WILL BE PROVIDED) 

WHEN: WEDNESDAY NIGHTS DURING LENT (MARCH 6, 13, 20 AND APRIL 3, 10, 17) FROM 6:45-7:45 

HOW: SIGN UP TODAY OUTSIDE THE BLC OFFICE OR AT THE DISPLAY NEAR THE GATHERING ROOM

936 
WEEKS 
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MILESTONES MINISTRY 
 Milestones are a way to practice faith together as a family and recognize some of the 

important thresholds of life and faith! Parents, please attend with your child unless noted. 
  

‣2-year-olds: Worship (Sun, Jan 13th) - 2-year-old families are invited to attend our 
Epiphany Festival in the dining room on Sunday, January 13th (9:30-10:30am). Toward the 
end at 10:15am, we’ll gather for the worship milestone. You’ll receive the "My Church" 
booklet about worship at Bethlehem and explore the sanctuary with a parent to find the 
items in the booklet. 

‣Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade: Prayer (Sun, Feb 3rd) - This milestone has two parts: 
one for parents and one for kids. Parents will attend the “Families in Prayer” Adult Forum 
in the Heritage Room. Kids will gather in the dining room with Anna to explore different 
ways to pray. Kids who attend 10:45am worship will write their own Prayer of the Day to 
share in worship that day. Kids who attend 8:15am worship, will write the  Prayers of the 
People to be included the following week. 

‣4th Grade: Small Catechism (Sun, March 10th & Wed, March 13th) - We will give all of 
our 4th graders a Small Catechism and provide them with a challenge to practice using it 
in their daily life during Lent. Prizes will be awarded for those who complete the 
challenge.  

‣5th Grade: First Communion (Wed, April 10th) - Kids and parents will gather in 
Grounds for Joy with Pr. Collette to learn about communion. 5th graders will be invited 
up first on either Palm Sunday (April 14th) or Maundy Thursday (April 18th) to take their 
first communion. 

‣7th & 8th Grade: Faith & Your Phone (Wed, April 24th) - Confirmation youth and 
parents will attend Confirmation together.. Together, we’ll wonder how technology 
(specifically our cell phones) can be used for good to practice faith and draw you closer 
to God but also how they can keep us from a God-filled life. 

‣9th Grade: Confirmation (Sun, May 5th) - 9th graders will affirm their baptism at the 
10:45am service. 

‣10th Grade: Keys of Responsibility (Wed, April 24th) - We will bless our new drivers 
and give them a gas card in worship. If you’d prefer this milestone on a Sunday, connect 
with Anna. 

‣12th Grade: Graduating Senior Blessing & Lunch (Sun, May 19th)- We will bless our 
graduating seniors in worship during 10:45am worship. Seniors and their families are 
invited to stay after worship for a celebratory lunch in Grounds for Joy. 
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+ LENT AT BETHLEHEM + 
Fat Tuesday Dinner & Youth Fundraiser 

March 5th | 5:30-7:30pm 
We kick off the Lenten season with our annual Fat Tuesday dinner and silent auction! Join us for this fun, family-
friendly event. Confirmation youth and parents will sell tickets, serve food and set up for the event. Youth should 

plan to be available from 4-8pm on the 5th and for set up on Sunday, March 3rd from 12-1:30pm. This event 
funds our trip to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in 2021! 

FAMILY-FRiendly LENTEN WORSHIP 
Wednesdays, March 6th - April 10th | 6-6:45pm 

Our Lenten theme will be “Why We Worship”. Together we’ll explore the pieces of 
worship and wonder how they connect us with God and one another. This year’s theme 

will included hands-on, family-friendly sensory activities that will connect with what’s 
shared in our in our Lent in a Box kits. 

Lent IN A BOX 
Join us for Ash Wednesday worship on March 6th to receive a Lent in a Box family faith kit! Each kit will give you 

tools to practice faith as a family at home or wherever you may be during the Lenten season. 

Parenting Through The Phases: A Six-Week Small Group 
Wednesdays, March 6th - April 10th | 6:45-7:45pm 

During Lent, parents with children from 18 months to 18 years are invited to join this short-term small group 
designed to help you make the most of each stage in your child’s life. Nursery will be provided. 

Confirmation Lenten Mentors 
Wednesdays, March 6th - April 10th | 6:45-7:10pm 

During the season of Lent we pair our Confirmation youth up with an adult mentor in the congregation. We’ll 
introduce mentors and mentees after worship on Ash Wednesday in Grounds for Joy. After that, mentors and 

mentees will meet for 20-30 minutes after worship to get to know one another and reflect on what they heard in 
worship. 

YOUTH GROUP LENTEN ADVENTURES 
Wednesdays, March 6th -  April 10th | After Worship - 7:30pm 

During Lent, we will welcome our 9th grade Confirmation youth to join us at youth group. (9th graders will not 
have a mentor but are expected to join us at youth group instead.) Be prepared for a variety of adventures 

inside and outside our building! 

PASSPORT To Holy Week 
Sunday, April 14th | 9:30-10:30am 

Families are invited to join on Palm Sunday to receive your passport to holy week! As a family, you’ll have the 
chance to travel from the anticipation of Palm Sunday to the sadness of Good Friday to the life-changing joy of 

Easter. 
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No NightLIGHT  

During Lent 
We’ll meet again 

on April 24th
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FLIGHT Event: Bowling at 
WowZone! 

Friday, February 22nd 6-7:00pm 
By popular vote, bowling was chosen for our 

winter FLIGHT event. Look for a sign up in 
early February. There is no cost for FLIGHT 

events!

Spring Fever Retreat 
Fri, April 6th - Sun, April 8th 
$55 per child | $25 for each add’l child  

Register by Wed, 3/13 

This is a wonderful weekend-long retreat  at 
Green Lake that will give our kids a taste of 

camp! We’ll play games, worship camp-style, 
and meet new camp friends!

Pajama 
Sunday 

Sunday, March 11th 
Daylights savings begins 

and we'll lose an hour of sleep! In honor of 
this, our LIGHT kids are invited to wear their 

pajamas to church that day.
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LIGHT & NIGHTLIGHT Family Event: 

EPIPHANY FESTIVAL 
Sun, Jan 13th & Wed, Jan 16th 

In celebration of the season of Epiphany, we 
will have a variety of family-lead stations that 
celebrate the wisemen, the stars that guided 

them, and the hospitality they showed to 
Jesus. This event is designed for kids and 

parents to attend together during LIGHT & 
NightLIGHT. 

Vacation 
Bible School 

June 23rd-27th 
Green Lake counselors will be 
coming to lead our VBS this 

year! They’re sure to bring tons 
of joy, music, and faith to share 
with our kids. VBS is open to 
kids 3-year-old through 6th 

grade. Registration will kick-off 
on May 5th & 9th, our last days 

of LIGHT & NightLIGHT! 

CAMP DAy 
Sun, Feb 10th & Wed, 

Feb 13th 
Our friends from Green Lake 

Bible Camp in Spicer, MN 
will be visiting in worship & 

LIGHT/NightLIGHT to get us 
revved up to experience 
camp. Kids are invited to 

wear their favorite camping 
outfit to get in the spirit!

Movie SHOWING: 

“THE STAR” 
Sun, Jan 6th & Wed, Jan 9th 

We’ll kick off our year with a viewing of the 
Epiphany-themed movie “The Star”! Bring a 
blanket and pillow. We’ll bring the popcorn! 

Children’s 

Ministry
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SUMMER FAITH-BUILDING EXPERIENCES 

Denver Mission Trip 
July 6th-13th 

We will head to Denver, CO with Serve Boldly to engage in service learning and take in the 
mountain! The registration deadline has passed; however, if you would like to join us - connect 

with Anna by January 20th. 

Green Lake Bible Camp 
Summer 2019 

We support our kids and youth to attend camp!  We’re especially encouraging our 6th grade kids 
to attend in preparation for starting Confirmation next fall. You can pick the week that works for 
you and we’ll support you to attend through a campership. Grab a Green Lake summer program 
guide on the kiosk outside the main office or visit gllm.org for more info. Join us Feb 10th and 

13th as we have Green Lake staff joining us in worship and education!

CUPCAKE WARS 
Wed, Feb 13th 

Catechism Club, Confirmation & Youth Group 
During our education time, we’ll be 
gathering in the dining room for a 

friendly culinary competition. We’ll group 
into teams to decorate a large cupcake 
in hopes of winning Bethlehem’s first-

ever cupcake war!

TEENS 

Encounter Christ 
April 12th-14th 

High School youth are invited to attend 
this transformational retreat weekend, 

which will be held here at Bethlehem! All 
9th grade Confirmation youth will attend 
before affirming their faith in May. High 
school youth are invited to serve on a 
team by signing up by February 22nd. 

YOUTH 
Ministry 
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Winter & Spring 2019 Schedule  
*Starred dates note the days we’ll host Adult Forum in the Heritage Room with focused conversation that 

relates to families. Dates in bold are days we need parents to join us at LIGHT. 

LIGHT Class begins at 9:30am in the downstairs gathering room or the dining room for events 

January 6th* Special Event - Movie Showing of “The Star” (See page 5) 
January 13th       Family Event - Epiphany Festival (See page 5) 
January 20th Tempted in the Wilderness 
January 27th Beatitudes 
February 3rd* Lord’s Prayer & K-2nd Prayer Milestone 
February 10th Tempted in the Wilderness & Camp Sunday (See page 5) 
February 17th Parables of the Kingdom 
February 24th Feeding the 5,000 
March 3rd* Transfiguration: All-ages worship experience 
March 10th Special Event - Pajama Sunday & 4th Grade Catechism Milestone (See page 5) 
March 17th Laborers in the Vineyard 
March 24th Off - Spring Break 
March 31st Bridesmaids or Talents 
April 7th Sheep or Goats 
April 14th Family Event - Passport to Holy Week (See page 4) 
April 21st Off - Easter Sunday 
April 28th Spring Service Project  
May 5th End-of-the-year Celebration 

NIGHTLIGHT: Class begins at 6:45pm in the downstairs gathering room or the dining room for events 

January 9th Special Event - Movie Showing of “The Star” (See page 5) 
January 16th       Family Event - Epiphany Festival (See page 5) 
January 23rd Tempted in the Wilderness 
January 30th Beatitudes 
February 6th Lord’s Prayer & K-2nd Prayer Milestone 
February 13th Tempted in the Wilderness & Camp Wednesday (See page 5) 
February 20th Parables of the Kingdom 
February 27th Feeding the 5,000 
Mar 6th - Apr 10th Off - No NightLIGHT during Lent  
April 24th Spring Service Project 
May 1st Spring Service Project - Part 2 
May 9th End-of-the-year Celebration 

9th Grade Confirmation 
 The schedule is the same as was given out at the beginning of the year. Let Pr. Jay know if you need a copy. 

HS Youth GrouP  
We’ll continue to meet each Wednesday starting at 6:45pm in the youth room through the end of the year. 
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Catechism Club & Confirmation Schedule  
Winter & Spring 2019 

For most of the Winter/Spring this year, we are combining Catechism Club with our 7th and 8th grade confirmation groups. Students 
will learn about how to read the bible and apply it to their lives, often using the stories we hear in worship that week. Pastor Collette 

and Sarah will provide large group learning time, then small groups will engage different methods of studying the bible together. 

January 9  Scripture: A Mad Dash Through a Good Book 
January 16  (7th and 8th grade only) Scripture: The Bible by Heart  (Mentors Attend) 
   *Catechism Club will be assisting NightLIGHT with the Epiphany Festival 
January 23  Engaging the Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, Critical Reading Method 
January 30  Engaging the Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, Bible Journaling Method 
February 6  Engaging the Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, Emoji Storytelling Method 
February 13  Cupcake Wars: 5th-12th grade special event in the Dining Room 
February 20  Engaging the Bible: Choose Your Book and Method 
February 27  Engaging the Bible: Choose Your Book and Method (Memorization Challenge) 
March 6  Ash Wednesday, Mentor Orientation (7th and 8th only, Catechism Club is off for Lent) 
March 13, 20 & 27  Meet with Mentors 
April 3, 10  Service Project Planning 
April 17  No Class during Holy Week 
April 24  Faith and Your Phone Milestone (Parents attend, Catechism Club may choose to attend    
   this milestone if it is relevant to their family life. Otherwise, Catechism Club students will    
   join NightLIGHT for a Spring Service Project) 
May 1   Ask the Pastors (7th-9th only, Catechism Club will join NightLIGHT for a Spring Service    
   Project)  
May 8   Confirmation Picnic, Last Day 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church | Family Faith Formation 
www.blcmankato.org | 507-388-2925 

Pr. Collette Broady Grund (pastorcollette@hickorytech.net) | Anna Wencl, Family Faith Formation Director (annawencl@hickorytech.net)  

Sarah Morgan, Children’s Ministry Coordinator (sarahmorgan@hickorytech.net) 
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