
           MERRY CHRISTMAS 2013  

                          FROM THE JACOBSONS 
 

 

A wondrous and Blessed Christmas to all our dear family and friends! 

Linda and I are truly particularly grateful this Christmastide as all of our children have been 

able to join us in Tanzania.  This is a wonderful culmination to an incredible year of serving, 

growth, challenge and blessing.   

Christmas letters have become a tradition to greet and catch up a bit with folks far and near, 

especially to update those of you who we rarely meet in person just now, but whom we think of 

often and remember fondly.  

Mark’s and Linda’s work in health care ministries is 

extraordinarily blessed and expanding.  The ALMC 

Hospital is growing, the education of interns, students, 

and Assistant Medical Officers continues even as we 

add a Nursing School and a Surgical Residency to the 

excitement.   

In October we opened the newly constructed Plaster 

House to care for our kids coming in for rehabilitative 

surgery in orthopedics, plastic surgery, and spina bifida surgery.  We expanded 30% in the 

number of kids we could operate on and cared for 550 of these children.  The opening was a 

grand event with our verse for the House being “I have turned your mourning into dancing.”  

Truly the dozen or so of our kids who came marching in to sing, marching in on crutches, in 

casts, leaning on their friends, and yet proud and in step – inspired us all.  It was incredibly true 

that as Jesus told John the Baptist’s disciples, “the lame walk, the blind see, and the good news 

is preached to the poor.”   

Mark was granted a singular honor in February as the American Medical Association honored 

him with the prestigious Nathan Davis Award in 

International Medicine.  It was a wonderful weekend in 

Washington DC with both friends and family standing 

with him. 

Linda is ever the consummate host to visitors – medical 

students, residents, faculty and volunteers.  Her leadership 

is much appreciated in the Arusha Community Church 

where she is chair of the Council. The International Women’s Bible Study is a highlight of her 

work and the Widow’s Might continues to change the lives of women.  Together with Mark, they 

strive to fit all the pieces together to make wonderful experiences for the medical volunteer 

community. 

Our wonderful kids are doing well.  Laura and husband James are in New York where Laura 

works for the City Public Health Department in an innovative project monitoring health trends 



through electronic medical records.  James just graduated from 

Business School at Columbia in May and has returned to consulting 

with Deloitte.  Sarah was back in Tanzania early this year and 

successfully summited both Mt. Meru and Mt. Kilimanjaro – the 

mountains of her homeland.  

She has just entered into a 

dual Master’s Degree 

program at Boston 

University in Social Work 

and Public Health.  Katherine graduated from Brown in 

May and is volunteering for a year with AmeriCorps 

tutoring in primary grades in Providence, Rhode Island. 

Linda and Mark have surely done a lot of traveling this 

past year and to some exciting destinations.  Home 

assignment for the Lutheran Church took us from New York to Oakland, California!  How great 

it was to visit so many of our supporting congregations.  Work-related meetings in South Africa 

have been a great opportunity to link with colleagues and friends 

there.  Mark had a reunion of the 1973 Harvard Glee Club tour of 

Europe.  What an amazing time of connecting with old friends 

and raising voices again in beautiful music.   

We do pause indeed pause this Holiday Season to give thanks and 

to reflect on the blessings of this past year.  We are most grateful 

for each of you our friends, colleagues, and coworkers in serving 

in the name of Christ.  

Merry Christmas, 

The Jacobson Family 

 

 

 

 

 

  


