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           MERRY CHRISTMAS 2012  

                                   FROM THE JACOBSONS 
 

We are feeling particularly grateful this Christmastide as we are 

joining together as family for an old time Minnesota Christmas.  

This year, the “wazazi” (parents) have traveled to the US to join 

Laura and James, Sarah, and Katherine back in the homeland 

of Minnesota.  What a gift it is to gather as a family to celebrate 

the birth of our Lord. 

Christmas letters have become a tradition to greet and catch up 

a bit with folks far and near, especially to update those of you 

who we rarely meet in person just now, but whom we think of 

often and remember fondly.  

Mark’s work in health care ministries continues to grow and 

expand.  Over a hundred thousand patients have been cared for at 

ALMC this year and our services have expanded significantly.  

Some of the highlights for the hospital work include expanding 

our surgical team to include more specialists and becoming a 

training centre for specialized surgery in Tanzania.  It looks like 

our dream of a nursing school will become a reality in early 2013 

and our much anticipated construction 

project to build our new Plaster House 

for disabled kids is under construction!  It seems that as the opportunities 

multiply that the challenges multiply even more quickly. 

Linda continues her many ministries of service: hosting and managing 

housing for the many students and volunteers who join us in the 

hospital these days; serving on church council; learning with the 

women’s Bible study; and working with neighborhood women and 

widows who are in need .   

The kids are doing well.  Laura and husband James are in New York 

where Laura works for the City Public Health Department in an innovative 

project in monitoring health trends 

through electronic medical records.  

James is finishing Business School at 

Columbia in May and takes up a 

consulting job with Deloitte.  After Sarah completed her 

Fulbright Fellowship in South Africa last year she received a 

post Fulbright fellowship to UNESCO in Paris. She's now back 

from France and applying to dual degree programs in Social 

Work and Public Health with a special interest in prevention 



of sexual assault and gender-based violence.  Katherine spent her 

summer back in Senegal doing an internship with Catholic Relief 

Services and now will graduate from Brown in May.  She’s planning to 

stay in Providence and look for work for the next year.   

Linda and Mark have  surely done a lot of 

traveling this past year and to some exciting 

destinations.  Linda and I spent a week with Sarah in Paris, attended a 

Hospice Conference in Montreal, and got back to the US a couple of 

times along the way to be with kids and family.  Mark had the great 

pleasure of attending the National Prayer Breakfast with President 

Obama in February (me and 4,000 other guests!) which was 

extraordinary. 

We do pause this Holiday Season to give thanks and to 

reflect on the blessings of this past year. 

Merry Christmas, 

Mark and Linda 

 


